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STATE OF MAINE, ss. 

BE it rememhereJt That on this eighteenth day of August in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, and the fgfty-slxtU 
year of the Independence of the United States of America, Jonathan Green- 
leaf, of the District of Maine, has deposited in this Office, the title of a 
Boole, the right whereof he claims as author in the words following, viz ; 
** Sketches of the Ecclesiastical History of the State of Maine, from the 
" earliest settlement to the preseut time— by Jonathan Greenleaf> Pastor of 
" a Church in Wells.'* 

In conformity to the act of the Congreszi of the United States, entitled 
■* An act for the encouragement of learning by securing the copies of maps, 
*^ charts and books to the authors and ptoprietart of such copies, during the 
** times therein mentioned i" and also, to an act, entitled, **An Act sup- 
** plementary to an act, entitled *an ace for the encouragement of learning, 
** by securing the copies of maps, charts, and books, to the authors and 
** proprietors of such copies, during the times therein mentioned, and ex- 
** tending the benefits thereof to the arts of designing, engraving, and 
** etching historical and other prints.*' 

JOHN MUS8EY, >un. Cierk 
of the District Court of Maine. 

A true copy of record. 
Attest, JOHN MUSSEY, juo. Cle* D. C. Maint. 




PREFACE. 

THE following work was undertaken not tvith any in . 
tent ton of writing an Ecclesiastical History of the State, but 
merely with a view of collecting and prefervlng materials, of 
'which, a regular history might hereafter he composed. It 
tuas believed that many important fads might be arrested in 
their w^v to oblivion, and recorded for the benefit of aft.r 
times ; and it was deemed advisable that publicity in some 
form, should be given to this colleffion, in order that the errors 
relating either to fact or date might be corrected by the present 
generation^ or probably, most of those corrections could 
never be made. In relating similar events, which happened 
ia so many different places, much variety of stile or expression 
cannot be expected. The principal aim has been to record in 
a concise and intelligible manner such things only, as would in^ 
teres t the reader, and such as would probably be of some con- 
sequence hereafter. 

It is not pretended that the following pages contain all the 
information of an Ecclesiastical nature that might be found in 
the State. It is presumed however, that the principal facts 
I relating to the several denominations are here presented. 

No labor has been spared to collect information from every 
probable source* Town Records, Parish Records, Church 
Records, and in some instances, private Records have been 
consulted* Information has also been sought from aged itir 
telligent people, and some facts have been thus obtained which 
were never before written. Much care has been bestowed in 
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Jixing the daies of events ; and akbough some few errors of 
this kind may he detected^ yet k Is presumed that in general 
the dates may be relied on* 

In collecting the facts relating to the different denomina* 
ilons of Christians^ the author has aimed at correctness By 
applying for information to Intelligent persons In the several 
Societies^ and by enamining their own official statements. 

For much valuable information respecting the Episcopal 
Church in Malne^ the author Is under great obligations to the 
politeness of Robert ff» Gardiner ^ Esq. of Gardiner. 

Many particulars relating to the Roman Catholic Societiet 
at New Caflle and Whltefieldt were communicated by Sam* 
uel Bishop^ Esq. of Dresden* 

The History of the Cahnmstlc Baptists was gathered 
principally from Backus* and Benedicts Histories^ and the 
printed minutes of the several associations In the State, 

For the account of the Societies of Friends the author It 
greatly Indebted to Samuel F, Hussey of Portland f and Josh' 
ua Meadcr of Berwick. 

The faBi respecting the German Lutheran Scciety a^ 
Waldoboroughf were kindly furnished by Rev. Mr. Starman 
of that place. 

The History of the Presbyterians is gleaned chiefly from 
the Records of the ancient ** Boston Presbytery" the Records 
of the first ** Synod of New Englandy* the Records also of 
the " Salem Presbytery ^^ and from information communicated 
by the Rev. Mr. Strickland of East jindover. 

The principal part of the Information respecting the Free- 

kvlll Baptists^ and the Christian Churches^ was obtained 

from Elder John BuzzclN ** Religious Magazine^* the 
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memmri of tome Individuals which have hcen ^hVuhed^ 
and infomuuton furnished by Elder Mark FernaldofKittery* 

Most of the facts relating to the Methodist Churchy were 
edlectedfrom *^ Le^s History of the Methodist si^ the minutes 
of the annual Conferences^ **the Discipline f* and information 
obligingly furnished By Rev. Asa Heathy of Scarhorough^tbe 
Residing Elder of the Western District in Maine. 

Many Gentlemen among the Congregationalists both Cler* 
gymen and Laymen^ have rendered essential services to the 
author ta hie researches % and he would take this method to ex* 
press his grateful sense of the kindness of his Brethren in the 
Ministry^ who have so readily opened their records to his in* 
ipectiottt and also to those Town and Parish Clerisp who 
have With so much kindness assisted him in his labors* 

He would particularly acknowledge the aid he has receiv- 
edfrom Rev. jitten Greely of Turner^ whose pen furnished 
the sketch of the history of the Church in that place. Es* 
eential services have also been rendered the author by Rev. 
Daniel Gould of Rumford, Rev. Dr. Porter of Conway^ 
Rev* Nathan Church of Bridgton^ Rev. Ebehe%er Price of 
Boscawen^ in New^Hampshire^ formerly of Belfast^ Hon. 
David Sewall ofTork, Hon. Mark L. Hill of Phipsburgh, 
and Hon. Jeremiah 0*Brient and Josiah Harriet Esq. of 
Machias. 

Much valuable information has also been obtained from 
the Journals of Rev. Jotbam Sewall, which the author was 
obBgsngly permitted to peruse. 

In sketching the history of the Church in Brunswick 

much assistance wcu received from a manuscript on the files of 

fbat Church written by Rev. Winthrop Bailey. 

A2 



VA. FBEFACE* 

In addition to the information obtained by the aaislatice oj 
individuals^ and consulting authentic records^ the author has 
carefully gleaned all the facts relating to the Ecclesiastical af- 
fairs ,f Maine lifhicb are scattered through Mather* s Mag^ 
nalia^ Winthrop^s Journaly Hubbard* s History^ Hufchinson^s 
History of Massachusetts, Belknap^ s History of New*H amp- 
shire, Sullivan's History '^f Maine, Elliot's NeW'England 
Biography^ and all the publications rf the Massachusetts His* 
torical Society down to the year 1819, besides a variety cf 
pamphlets which have been occasionally published relating to 
particular places and individuals. Reference is made in the 
work to the books examined wherever a fact is directly select" 
ed. 

Chronological order is observed throughout as far as it 
was practicable. 

It will perhaps be observed that littie notice is tahn of 
some Ecclesiastical affairs which have taken place in the State 
within ten or fifteen years past, and which might be thought 
by some to deserve a more particular account. But it was 
judged best to say as little as possible respecting every matter 
which m'gbt he deemed peculiarly censurable or praise worthy 9 
while the principal actors were yet living ; leaving the trans- 
actions of the present age^ to be more particularly recorded by 
some future historian. 

Wellsi August) 1821. 
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CHAPTER I. 

1673. 

XHE discovery of the sea coast of the State of Maine 
was as early as that of any part of North America. Se* 
bailian THaboty a Venetian, sailed along the coast under 
the authority of Henry the seventh of England, in the 
year 14?96, only four years after the discovery of the 
West India Islands by Columbus. From this time ad- 
venturers were often on the coast and sometimes landed, 
and pretended to claim the territory for their respective 
Sovereigns. Nothing permanent was done, however, 
for more than one hundred years. In 1604, Monsieur 
De Motte, who, about one year previous, had been ap« 
pointed Governor of Canada, by Henry the fourth of 
France, received from that King a grant of all the lands 
in Maine, from the 40th to the 46th degree of North 
Latitude ; but being interrupted by the English, who 
afterwards settled New England, the French claim was 
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considered as exietiding no farther westward than the 
river Kennebeck^ and the territory so possessed was 
called New France^ or Acadie. StiU only a few trad* 
ing houses were established there, and no permanent set- 
tlements made. 

In 1639y Sir Ferdinando Gorges, obtained from 
Charles 1st a grant of all the land from Piscataqua har- 
bour to Kennebeck, and extending 120 miles into the 
country. This tract of country was by order of the 
King> called "the province or countie of Maine." 

Nine years before this, a small settlement had been 
made on the sea coasts about eight miles eastward of 
Piscataqua river, and was called Agamenticus, from a 
noted hill lying a few miles from the sea. This ^lace 
was selected for the capital of the new Province ; aicity 
charter was obtained for it ; the name was changed to 
Gorgiana ; and Thomas Gorges, a nephew of tSe otig* 
Inal patentee, was appointed Mayor, and fixed his resi- 
dence there. 

In 1652, the government of the whole Province of 
Maine was assumed by Massachusetts, and the town was 
called York, which name it has ever since retained. 
Here was planted the first Church in the State. Sir 
Ferdinando Gorges was an Episcopalian, and was di» 
lected by the King to establish that Chuich in his Pro* 
Yince, as the following extract from the charter will 
show :-— "Our will and pkoiure it that the religion nofu 
professed in the Church of England^ and Ecclesiastical gov^ 
tmrnent noiO used in the sdme^ shall be ever hereafter pro* 
fessed% and with as much convenient speed as may he set* 
tied and atalUsbedf in and ibrongbout the said province 
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and premisest and e^^erj of themJ' Notwithstanding thiSf 
it does not appear> that an Episcopal establishment was 
attempted in the Pk-ovincor generally, nor even any 
Church of that communion organized at York, which 
was considered the seat of government. The settlement 
was still inconsiderable when the people submitted to the 
government of Massachusetts, and they became dissen- 
ters without a struggle. The people of York had pro- 
bably been supplied with preaching from their earliest 
settlement. Indeed it cannot be supp6sed, that a peo- 
ple who had always been accustomed to religious privi* 
leges, and many of whom had left their native land for 
conscience sake, would be long without the stated ad- 
ministration of the word of God, and the ordinances of 
the Gospel. — ^The first preacher at York of whom any 
account is preserved was one Burdet, who came hither 
from Exeter. He was shamefully immoral in his con- 
duct, and after a few years, was expelled the Province* 
No record can be found at this day of the first gather- 
ing kad regular embodying of the Church in this town, 
uor of the proceedings of the Church under the two first 
Ministers. It is presumed however that it was organi- 
zed in the year 1673. In that year the Rev. Shubael 
Dummer was ordained at York ; and as the uniform 
practice had been to gather and organize a Church be- 
fore settling a minister, it is highly probable, that the 
Church is to be dated from that year. 

At this distance of time, and with a very few frag, 
ments of record, little can be said in relation to Mr. 
Dummer, or his ministry. He was graduated at Har- 
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vard College in 1656. Where and how he spent the 
17 years which intervened between this and the time of 
his settlement at York does not appear ; nor how long 
he preached in York previous to his ordination. Per- 
haps he was there the greater part of that time.* He 
married a Miss Rishworth, the daughter probably of the 
celebrated Edward Rishworth, a man well known in the 
history of those days. It is not known whether he left 
any children. " His house was within about thirty 
rods of the sea shore, near to a place called *<the roar- 
ing rock."f Mr. Dummer continued in the ministry in 
York about 1 9 years. On the 25th of January 1692, the 
Indians made an attack on the settlement at York, and 
Mr. Dummer was shot as he was mounting his horse at 
his own door. His wife was taken captive at the same 
time, but was soon redeemed.^ Tradition repoits Mr. 
Dummer to have been a serious, godly man. He 
preached his own ordination sermon from Psalm Ixzz. 
14, and it is said that the Sabbath immediately preced- 
ing his death he discoursed very solemnly concerning 
the carelessness of the people of Laish, prior to the inva- 
sion of their land by the children of Dan. 

At the time Mr. Dummer was killed, the town was 
nearly destroyed by the savages, and for six succeeding 
years they had little if any preaching. 

The second minister of York was Rev. Samuel Moo- 
dy : he came to the town as a candidate in 1698, and 



♦ Sewel»8 Hx8t. Quakers* vol. i, p. tfij. 

t Sullivan. 

f Some have said that she died in captivity. 
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wa$ ordained to the pastoral care of the charch in Dec. 
1700. The praise of Mr. Moody is in all the Churches 
In this region. As a zealous man of God he was well 
known ; and his ardent piety as well as his eccentrici- 
ties will be long remembered^ and his memory devoutly 
cherished by -generations yet to come. Mr. Moody re- 
ceived his education at Harvard College^ and was gra- 
duated in 1697- He married Hannah, the only daugh- 
ter of John Sewall of Newbury, by whom he had two 
children, viz. Joseph, who was afterwards settled in the 
Ministry in the second parish in York, and Mary, who 
was married to Rev. Jo&eph Emerson of Maiden.— 
When Mr. Moody was settled in York he refused to ac- 
cept a stipulated salary, and chose to live on the volun- 
tary contributions and donations of the people. The 
Parish built him an house, appropriated a spot for a 
Parsonage, and hired a man to manage it, while Mr. 
Moody literally knew not any thing that he possessed. 
He died Nov. 13th, 1747, aged 72.* 

Two years after the death of Mr. Moody, Rev. Isaac 
Lyman was ordained in his stead* For almost fifty 



# The remains of Mr, Moodf lie borleA in the common burying pUce 
near the Meeting-House, with the following tnscriptioa on a stone placed 
over them : 

Here lies the body 
of the Rcv*d 

Samubl Moody, a. m. 

The zealous, faithful, and successful Pastor of the first Church of Christ 
in York. Was born in Newbury Jannary 4th, 1675. Graduated 1697. 
•ame hither May i6th, 169S, Ordained in Dec. 1700, and died heie Nov. 
i3tb, 1747. Fot his farther character I ead the and Corinthians 3d Chap. 
sad six first f erscs. 
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yearsy Mr. Lyman performed all the pastoral duties ; 
but becoming infirm toward the close of his life, he 
received Rev. Rx>fieweU Messenger as a coUeagne in the 
year 1798. Mr. Lyman died in 1810, having comple- 
ted sixty years of ministerial labour. In 181 S, Mr. 
Messenger was dismissed, and after the Church had been 
destitute for about two years. Rev. Moses Dow for- 
merly of Beverly was installed, and is the present nun* 
ister. 

In the year 1730^ « second Congregational Parish 
was incorporated in the northwest part of the tovnw— > 
This parish was originally settled by Scotch people, and 
has always been known by the name of Scotland. In 
17S2, a church was organized in t^is parish, and Rev. 
Joseph Moody, son of Rev. Samuel Moody, invited to 
Cake the pastoral charge of it. Mr. Moody was bom 
in the year 1700, the year of his father's settlement in 
York. At the age of eighteen he received the honours 
of Harvard College, and for fourteen years was a very 
nseful and active man in civil life. 

For some years, he was clerk of the town of York, 
and Register of Deeds for the County, in both of which 
offices he has left ample testimonials of his care, indus- 
try, and correctness. He was also a Judge of the 
County Court when he was but about thirty years of 
age. His Father was very desirous that he should be a 
preacher of the Gospel, as he was possessed of superior 
talents, and was considered a man of eminent piety. 
The importunity of the Father prevailed with the Son; 
and being warmly solicited by the second Church and 
Society in York, he at length consented to take the pas- 
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toral charge of them, resigned all his civil ofiicesy and 
was ordained. But the importance of this new trust 
proved too much for his great sensibility ; and after 
about six years, falling into a gloomy and singularly 
disordered state of mind, he relinquished his public la- 
bours. He died in March 1753.* 

Mr. Moody had ceased to preach in the year 1738, 
and for about three years, the people of his charge wait- 
ed patiently for his recovery ; but seeing no prospect 
of it, a Council was culled in August 174«1, and the 
pastoral relation dissolved. Early in the following 
year the Rev. Samuel Chandler was ordained in his 
stead. Mr. Chandler remained at York about ten 
years, and was then dismissed by mutual consent, and 

«Mr. Moodf** disorder was of the nervous kind. He supposed that the 
guilt of some unforgiven sin lay upon him, and tiiat he was not only unworthy 
the sacred office he held, buc unfit for the company of other people. He 
chose to eat alone, and kept his fncc always covered with a handkerchief when 
in company. His judgment of men and things (except what related to him • 
self) was io no manner impaired. He would vLiit and frequently pray with 
tlie sick, and in private families, and did a few times in pub.ic, with great fer- 
vency, pertinency, and devotion; but always insistid that he was only the 
voice of others on these occasions. The following is the inscription on bis 

grate stone : 

Here lies intered the body 

of the Rev'd 

JOSEPH MOODV, ^ 

Partor of the id Church in York. An excelling instance of knowledge, 

learning. Ingenuity, piety, and usefulness. Was very serviceable a^ a School 

Master, Clerk, Register, Magistrate, and afterwards as a Minister. 

Was uncommonly qualified and spirited to do good, and accordingly wn? 

highly esteemed and greatly beloved. 

He deceased Mitrch aoth, i753« Aged 53. 

Although this Stone may moulder ^nto dust, 

Yet Joseph Moody's name continue must. 

B 
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installed at Gloucester in Essex County. The third 
Minister of this people was the Rev. Samuel Lankton* 
He had previously been preaching in seme part of Con* 
necticuty and bad received a call to settle. But his 
health was feeble^ and being on a journey to regain it, 
he happened to lodge at the house of the Rev. Mr. Ly« 
man in the first Parish. Mr. Lyman informed him of 
the vacancy in the fecond Parifhy and urged his tarry* 
ing long enough^ at least> to visit that people, and preach 
a lecture. Mr. Lankton consented. The people urged 
him to remain with them, and he wa$ ordained Pastor 
of that Church July 3, tT5^» and continued in that sta- 
tion with honour to himself and benefit to the people, 
more than forty years. He was an accurate scholar, a 
very close student, and an exemplary and devout Chris- 
tian. He died suddenly in Dec. 1794« of bleeding at 
the lungs. 

After an interval of about three years, Rev. Isaac 
Briggs was ordained over the same Church, and re- 
mained nearly seven years. In 1805, he was dismissed, 
and installed at Bozfoid in Massachusetts, and the peo- 
ple have remained to the present time destitute of a 
stated pastor. 

The state of religion in York, in former days, was 
prosperous. The ministry of Mr. Moody, the elder, 
was singularly blessed to the people. About the year 
1 741 9 a general revival of religion commenced, and ma- 
ny were hopefully converted, and gathered into the 
Chutch ; but the precise number cannot now be ascer- 
tained. In 1756, the town was again visited in mercyi 
but not in the same degree as in the days of Mr. Moody. 
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l*he great earthquake in Nov. 17559 alarmed tlie con- 
sciences of many people and about for^f made public 
profession of religion. Since that time, no particular 
season of revival has marked their history. 

The second Parish does not appear to have been visi- 
ted with a general effusion of the Holy Spirit« Some 
attention to religion was excited in the early part of Mr. 
Lankton's ministry, and it is said that people were so 
deeply a£Fected| in some instances as to go to his house 
late in the night, for the benefit of his conversation and 
prayers* Since that time, vital religion has evidently 
Seen declining there, and the Church is now almost 
extinct. 
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CHAPTER U. 

1701. 

THE second Church which was organized in Maine 
was in Wells. This town was called by the aborigines 
Webhannet, from the river of that name, which runs 
through the marsh, and forms the harbour. The first 
permanent settlement'was made here in the year 16 4-3. 
The Rev. John Wheelwright, brother to the celebrated 
Ann Hutchinson, had been banished from Boston for 
Antinomianism, and coming eastward assisted in found- 
ing Exeter in New-Hampshire ; but troubles soon ari- 
sing there, he came to Wells among the first inhabitants. 
The original commission for surveying the town, was 
issued by Thomas Gorges in July 1 643, and directed to 
« Mr. John Wheelwright, minister of God's word, Mr. 
Henry Boads, and Mr. Edward Rish worth." Mr. Wheel- 
Wright appears to have been an aspiring and restless 
man, but a man of learning, and much energy. He was 
a classmate in College with Oliver Cromwell,* was in* 
timate with him, and most probably was deeply im- 
bued with the religious and political opinions of that 
day. He remained in Wells about four years, and after 
a visit to England and a partial confession, he was re- 
stored to favour in Massachusetts through the influence 
of Cromwell, and was then settled in Hampton in New- 
Hampshire. He afterwards removed to Salisbury, on 
Merrimac river where he died suddenly in an apoplectic 
fit, Nov. 15, 1679, at an advanced age. No monument 



i«LBc]kiup*« New- Hampshire vo!, S, page 339, 
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can be found to point out the place of his grave.* 
Some of the children of Mr. Wheelwright settled in 
Wellsy and many of his descendants may be found there 
at the present day. 

Mr. Wheelwright undoubtedly preached to the peo. 
pie while he tarried in Wells, although no lecord of the 
fact can now be found at Wells. Neither is there any 
record of the gathering of a Church in the town at the 
time of the first settlement, although from certain facts 
it seems somewhat probable that one existed. Hub- 
bard in his **general history of New-England," says, 
"Mr. Wheelwright afterwards in the year 1643, had 
removed from Exeter to Wells, near Cape Porpoiset 
where he was pastor of a Church.f The late Gov. Sul- 
livan in his History of Maine states that, in 165S, the 
Commissioners of Massachusetts for settling the Gov- 
ernment of Wells, Cape-Porpus4 and Saco, found no 
small difficulty especially at Wells, from those who 
called themselves of the Church thereti After a full and 
patient hearing of the casei the commissioners were of 
opinion that they should desist from any fui ther preten- 
sions of that kind, and as they said, felt themselves con- 
strained to bear witness against them for what they 
termed *^ their ungrounded assertion of their Church 



♦Salisbury Records. Also Hubbard's hist. p. 368. Also Sewel's hist. 
Quaker's vol. i, page 615. 

-f Hubbard p. 365. 

trhis name is sometimes spelt Porpoise, sometimes Porpesce, and some- 
times Porpos. This last is here adopted a» being most conformable to the 
common pronunciation of the word. 
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relation.*' Whether the persons thus spoken of had cov- 
enanted together after their settlement at Wells, or 
whether they were members of other Churches who had 
removed to the town, does not cle«irly appear. The 
spirit, which drove the first inhabitants of Plymouth and 
Massachusetts from their native land, appears, as a di- 
sease of the age, to have reigned in tlieir own bosoms 
also, and hence probably we may account for a part, at 
least, of the unwillingness of the conscientious people of 
that day to submit to them. Besides, Mr. Wheel- 
Wright, who was a man of influence, and probably 
enough a favorite with the people, had been once ban- 
ished from Massachusetts, and doubtless many of the 
people had imbibed both his peculiar sentiments and his 
prejudices. These considerations will account, in some 
measure, for die opposition manifested to Massachusetts 
in her proposed assumption of the government, as well 
as for the introduction of religious matters into the dis- 
pute. Bellingham, the Deputy Governor, and the 
other Commissioners, took a summary way to end the 
dispute, as before stated, by pronouncing them not a 
Church. That this was the result at Cape Porpus is ev- 
ident, if we may credit the account of Gov. Sullivan. 
He says, ^the matter of religion had a great effect on 
the minds of the people : hence arose the objection 
which is mentioned in tjie proceedings of the conunis- 
sioners, that the inhabitants of Cape Porptts could not 
submit, consistently with the tenor and obligation of 
their Church goverxunent. The Commissioners, in the 
plenitude of their power, dissolved the Church connex* 
ion, and thus relieved the consciences of those, who 



WELLS. it 

were labouring under those scruples."* From these 
facts, it ms^y be fairly inferred that Churches of some 
kind, were gathered very early m some of the ancient 
towns, perhaps with the first regular settlement, and 
broken up at this time, and their records,if any were kept, 
are lost forever. The affairs of the people at Wells, 
were now in a fluctuating state, and it does not appear 
that they had a constant supply of preaching for about 
eleven years. In the year 1661 the following order was 
Issued by the County Court : 

•* At the Court at York, July I, 1661. 
■ ''The town of Wells, at present being destitute of 
** any fit j^erson to carry on the worship of God amongst 
^ them on the Lord's day : It is therefore ordered by 
«< this Court, diat 'till they can better provide for them- 
^ selves, (which we hope they will not neglect any op* 
*^ portunity to do) that Mr. Ezekiel Knight and Wil- 
<< Ham Hammond shall duly attend the place of public 
*f meeting on the Lord's day, and that they improve 
^* their best abilities in speaking out of the word of God, ^ 
<( Praying, Singing of Psalms, and reading some good 
** orthodox Sermons, as may most tend to the edifica- 
<< tion of them that hear, and the sanctification of the Sab- 
<< bath, as the law of God and this jurisdiction xequsre/'f 
This was probably the order of things in Wells for about . 
three years, then the practice of the people, as far as it 
can be ascertained, by examining the ancient Town 
Record, was to agree with some person as a Minister, 



♦SuUiTin page 367* 

t Common Pleas Records for the Couaty of York, pamphlet B page 43. 
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and make stipulations for bis support so long as he saw 
fit to remain with them. Six Ministers were soeees* 
siTely employed in this way from the year 1664 to 
about 1690» tiz. Jose|^ Emerson^ Jeremiah Hubbard, 
Robert P^yne, John Buss» Perciral Greeae» and Rich* 
ard Martin. Little is now known of these men but 
their names. Mr. Emerson remained in Wells but a 
short time^ and was afterwards settled in the ministry at 
Mendon in Massachusetts. Mr. Buss was a Physician, 
and after leaving Wells he preached and practiced Phy* 
sic at Oyster River, now Durham^ in New-Hampshircw* 
Greene and Martin were graduated from Harvard Col- 
lege^ and were both of the Class of 1680. They are not 
marked as Ministers in the Catalogue. Mr. Martin was 
employed in Wells as a School Master for several years 
previous to his preaching, and probably had no regular 
introduction into the ministry. A Meeting House had 
been built in the town, a Parsonage house also, and re- 
gular order observed. It is reported that the celebnu 
ted George Burroughs, who was executed for witchcraft 
in 1692 preached in Wells at that time, and was appre- 
bended at the Meeting House on the Sabbath. But 
nothing of this kind appears on any record. It is pro* 
bable that the people were destitute of preaching for se- 
veral years toward the close of the century. At that 
time, almost every settlement in Maine was broken up 
by the Savages, axld that at Wells very narrowly escap> 
ped. 

« ''Dr. Jphi Buss was the Minister and Physician of Duilum fef many 
years, had the reputation of a pitus «an, and died there at the sdvasced 
1: age of lofi,*^ 
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In 1701 the religious affairs of the town assumed a 
more flourishing aspect. Whether there was any par- 
ticular attention to religion here at the time^ is unknown. 
But the Society took a more distinct form ; twelve men 
subscribed the usual Covenant engagements, and be- 
came a Church of Christ.* Mr. Samuel Emery had 
been preaching in the town for some time, and had re- 
ceived an invitation from the people to settle among 
them. He was accordingly ordained Pastor of this 
Church Oct. 29, 1701. The Churches assisting on this 
occasion were those of Newbury, Dover, Portsmouth, 
and York. — ^Mr. Emery lived about twenty four years 
after his ordination, and was succeeded in the Ministry 
by Rev. Samuel Jefferds. Mr. Jefferds was the son of 
Simon Jefferds, and was born in Salem in Massachu- 
setts. He was educated at Harvard College, and was 
graduated in 1722. After this he kept a School at 
Beverly where he studied Divinity, and was ordained 
at Wells in 1 725 at the age of twenty one years. It 
was in the early part of Mr. Jefferds* ministry that the 
spot now occupied as a Parsonage became such, and the 
house now standing was built* Mr. Jefferds died at the 
age of 48 in February 1752, and after a vacancy of 
neaily two years, Mr. Samuel Fayrweather was invited 
to settle with the people. He returned an answer in the 
affirmative, but much opposition being made, the Coun* 
cil declined ordaining him.f In Feb. 1754, Rev. Gi* 

♦ The names of the original members of the Church were— John Wheel, 
wrlght, WilliAm Sayer, Josiah Littlcficld, Jonathan Littlcfield, Saranel Hill, 
Joseph Hill, Daniel Littlefield, Nathaniel Clark, Tlioroas Baston. Nathaniel 
CI ayes, James Adams, Jcreraiuh Storer, 

t Sec Appendix So. t. 
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deon Richardson of Sudbury in Massachusetts, was or<> 
dained at Wells, but lived only four years. Soon after 
the death of Mr. Richardson, Mr. Moses Hemmenway, 
a graduate from Harvard College, and a native of Fraf 
mingham in Massachusetts, was employed to preach on 
probation, and on Aug« 8, 1759 he was ordained to the 
pastoral care of the Church. At an early period in life 
Rev. Mr. Hemmenway received a doctorate from Har- 
vard College, and through the whole course of his life 
he was distinguished for his patient study, and laborious 
investigation of some of the most abstruse points in Di* 
vinity. His ministry in WeUs was protracted through 
more than half a century. It was uncommonly peace^' 
ful and happy* Toward the close of the year 1810^ 
Dr. Hemmenway's health became so n^uch impairedi 
that the Church and people began to consider it neces- 
sary to obtain some assistance for him. Mr. Benjamin 
White was accordingly employed to preach on proba- 
tion with a view to settlement, and in Feb. 1811 receiv- 
ed a call to settle as colleague Pastor with Dr. Hem- 
menway* Before Mr. White had opportunity to give 
an answer Dr. Hemmenway died. This took place on** 
the 5th of April. Mr. White returned to Wells in May, 
and was ordained in June following. Toward the close 
of the same year, Mr. White's health began rapidly to. 
decline, and after repeated relaxations from labour, and 
joumeyings to regain his health, he died at his Father's 
house in Thetford, Vt. March 23nd 1814, at the age of 
thirty three. — In October of the same year the Church 



See Appendix No. t. 



W£LLS. S3 

invited Mr. D^id Oliphant to take the pastoral care of 
them» wfaich he declined. The present Pastor of the 
Chorch was ordained March 8th, 1815. From the 
first settlement until the year lYSO, the whole town, 
which then contained ahoat 1000 inhabitants, constitu- 
ted but one religious Society. Seven years before this 
time sundry brethren of. the Church living at Kenne- 
bunk landing, had obtained leave of the Church to hold 
separate meetings in the winter season. This was the 
beginning of the second Parish. As the population in- 
creased there it became expedient that they should be- 
come a separate Society, and in 1750 the Parish and 
Church were regularly constituted, and Rev. Daniel 
Little was ordained over them. For nearly fifty 
years Mr. Little continued to perform all the pastoral 
duties as among that people. When he became infirm 
several candidates were employed to assist him 
with a view to the settlement of a colleague.— -Mr. 
John Fipon, who was afterward settled in Taunton, 
Mass. received a call, but declined. In Aug. 1 800 the 
present minister, Rev. Nathaniel Hill Fletcher, was or- 
dained as Colleague Pastor. Mr. Little died suddenly 
in Odober of the following yean The state of the 
Church in Wells has been generally flourishing. Three 
times since its organization it has been favored with a 
gracious outpouring of the Spirit, viz. igthe years 174*1 
and '42, in the year 1756, and ia the year 1811; 
the first being under the ministry of Mr. Jefferds, the 
iecood under that of Mr. Richardson, and the third un- 
der that of Mr. White. The beginning of Mr. JeflFerds* 
ministry was prosperous, and a considerable number 
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were admitted to full communion within a year after 
his ordination. But in the year 1741 and onward, di- 
vme influences were bestowed copiously throughout 
New England, and the Church at Wells appears to have 
received her full share. Mr. Jefierd's attestation to the 
power of God displayed is found among others in the 
"Christian History" published about that time. No 
written account of this season of refreshing has reached 
us, and consequently we shall look in vain for particu* 
lars respecting it. From the appearance of the Church 
Record however, it seems that the awakening commenc- 
ed toward the close of 1740, and continued between one 
and two years. Within three months from January 
1741, thirty-nine persons were admitted to the church, 
and during the whole season of awakening, seventy-one 
persons were admitted to communion ; and from the 
known character of Mr. Jefferds, it is to be presumed 
they all gave satisfactory evidence of a change of heart. 

The revival in 1756, took place soon after the great 
earthquake. That providence roused the people great- 
ly, and is said to have had much effect on the mind of 
Mr. Richardson, their minister. He evidenly became 
more engaged from that time, and in the course of one 
year, forty»one persons made public profession of reli- 
gion. 

From that time a gradual decline could be traced, and 
for fifty-five years divine influences were generally with- 
held, and although the people were ftill favored witli a 
faithful minister, no particular attention to religion ap- 
peared. Mr. White came to Wells as before Stated in 
the autumn of 1810. Some of his first sermons made 



lasting impressions oh the minds of the people. To- 
ward spring the people became more interested, and in 
the course of the summer the attention became general 
through the Parish. The Spirit was evidently poured 
out from on high. ** The Lord gave the word," and 
many fell before it. The seed sown for years be- 
fore, now appeared to spring up, and bear fruit. Mr. 
White,being soon taken from his labours by sickness, did 
not live to gather into the Church more than one half 
©f those who were hopefully converted by his instxu- 
ioientality. The others have been added since. 
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CHAPTER III. 

170S. 

THE next religious establishments which were made 
in Maine, were in the territory anciently called Fiscata- 
qua, comprehending what is now the town > of Kittery, 
Eliot, Berwick and South Berwick. 

Scattered settlements were made within these limits 
very early, and the territory was formally granted by Wal- 
ler Neal, agent for Gorges and Mason, from 1632 and 
onwaid. The settlement which was commenced atBer* 
wick landing, called by the Indians, Quampeagan, in- 
creased most rapidly, and was called " The parish of 
Unity/* The whole grant bore the name of Piscataqua, 
until about the time of the submission to Massachusetts, 
in 1652, when it was all called Kittery, which name it 
retained until 1713, when by an act of the Court, the 
upper Parish was yicorporated into a town by the name 
of Berwick. The divisions between Kittery and Eliot, 
and betv^nen Berwick and South Berwick, are of more 
recent date. Although it does not appear that any 
church was gathered in this region until the com* 
mencement of the 18th century, yet the people were 
making provision for a regular establishment. 

In July 1669 it was voted in town meeting to lay 
out 150 acres of land for the use of the ministry in 
each division of the town.* Settlements were then 
making on the point, opposite to Portsmouth, at ** Stur- 
geon Creek," now Eliot, and at Quampeagan landing. 
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ftow South Berwick, and it is highly probabk that the 
parsonages at the^e three places, were located at that 
lime. For many years, towards the close of that cen- 
tury, the Indians were exceedingly troublesome ; many 
of the settlement* in Maine were destroyed j the Coun- 
ty of York was often the seat of war, and the people 
could do little for religious purposes. 

The first regular religious establishment, within the 
limits of ancient Piscataqua, was at Quampeagan land- 
ing. Mr. John Wade was employed to preach there 
about the year 1700, and received a regular salary as 
the Minister of the town. But as yet there was no 
Church. A meeting house was built near the pbce 
where the meeting house now stands. Tpward 'the 
close of 1701 it seems probable that there was some spe- 
cial attention to religion among the people, and mea^ 
sures were taken for the regular organization of a 
Church. After repeated meetings for this purpose, a 
Church was duly organized by a Council consisting of 
the Churches of Somersworth, York, and Wells. The 
prudent caution and fidelity of Mr. Wade, in the im* 
portant matter of embodying this Church, are well wor- 
thy the attention of Ministers, and if his example were 
followed to this day, in gathering churches and admit- 
ting members, m^ny strifes and schisms might be pre- 
vented.* This new Church immediately invited Mr. 
Wade to take the pastoral oversight of them, which he 
accepted, and was ordained in Nov. 1702. But his 
ministry was of short duration, for he was suddenly tak- 
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en from them by death in about one year from the thne 
of his settlement. The people were now left destitute 
of stated preaching for more than three years ; but ia 
November, 1707» Rev. Jeremiah Wise was ordained 
over them. The miniftry of Mr. Wise was marked 
with no special occurrence. It was long and peaceful. 
He remained Pastor of the Church more than forty 
eight years, and died Jan. 20, 1756.* After the death 
of Mr. Wise, the people soon employed Mr. Jacob Fos- 
ter to preach as a candidate, and in Sept. pf the same 
year he was ordained. Rev. Mr. Foster remained at 
Berwick twenty one years ; and in 1777, finding it di£« 
ficult to support his family, he solicited a dismission, 
which was granted, and he became a Chaplain in the 
revolutionary army.f During the remainder of the 
war, the Church at Berwick was destitute of a stated 
Pastor. In the early part of 1 783, they presented a 
call to Rev. John Thompson, who had formerly been 
settled at Standish, and in May of that year, he was in« 
stalled. Heislheir present Minister. No general re- 
vival of religion has ever distinguished the annals of 
this Church. The present number of members is small, 
but the Society is respectable, and is in possession of 



♦ Rev. John Barnard who was settled »t Marblehcad, and died there Jao; 
^4, 1770, ^ a letter to Dr. Stiles, dated Oct. i5, I7<S7» has a ** list of exciK 
. lent men whom he knew." Airong them are the names of Samuel Moeiy 
of York, and Jeremiah Wise of Berwick. He adds at the bottom—'* Tbes^ 
rfcTt all men of learning, pious, humble, prudent, faithful^ and aaeful nua 
Sn their day.»» Hist. Coll. Vol. lo, p. 170. 

fin 1 781 Mr. Foster wa/i inftalled in P^ckersfirld in Cheshire Comity, N. H. 
and dii^missed from that place in about 10 years after. See Bcfkna^N Wat* 
'vol. 3, p. 318. 



propertfy-whichy if propetlj msAia^^d, will always ena« 
fale them With ease to themselres to afford their minis* 
ter a handsome sopport* They ha^ a decent Parson- 
age house and about ten acres of land adjoining the 
'Meeting House* They have also a tract of land at soniie 
distance, said to be worth 2000 dolls.- which they have 
recendy obtained leave to seii, and trustees are already 
incorporated to manage the fuAds; Added to this, the 
late Oen. John Lord generously gare 1500 dolls, for 
the use of die Congn^donal Society in South Ber- 
• wick* 

The second Church, organized within the ancient lim- 
its of Pisbstaqua) was on Kittery point. Some few settle- 
ments had been made here very early^ The place was 
advantageomly situated fbr pursuing the fishing busi- 
*iiess» and £imtlies were thus encouraged to sit down 
there. Sir. William Pepperell lived and died here> and 
was on^ of the original members ef the Church. Pro- 
vision had been made for a parsonage at this place, as 
we have before remarked, in 1669 ; but there is no ev- 
idence that any Minister was ordained at Kittery, or 
preached statedly here, for thirty years after, until the 
settlement of the Rev. John Newmarch.* He was 
.giadiiated at Harvard College in 1690. In 1699^ he 
w^s litmg at Kitlery Point, was married » there, and 
had land granted him as Minister of the town.f He 
eontinued at Kittery until ITl^, b^re a Church was 

^iatieiy To^K kecof fftv 

t Kfr. tftrfiut M rftUdng tEdCf ac^ottM of an aKdent Kiptin Ctittrch at Kit- 
\etfi Mcatiodi a Mr, Woodbtidge a» " Priest of the place.!* Thli was in 
itfSo. But we have no other account of this man. 

Ci8 
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gathered, and was hired from year to year a^ a Preacher* 
On Nov. 4, 1714, a Church, consisting of 18 mal^ and 
25 females, was duly organized, and Mr. Newmarch 
ot dained. The Churches assisting on this occasion, were 
those of Portsmouth, York, Wells, Berwick and New- 
Castle. Mr. Newmarch lived on the westerly side of 
the Creek, near the Ferry. He continued to preach 
crnstantly until June 1750, nearly sixty yeais from his 
first settlement in the town. ' At this time he made a 
statement to the Church concerning his Infirmities, de- 
siring assistance, and the people employed Mr. Benja- 
min Stevens as a Candidate, who was ordained as Col- 
league Pastor, May 1, 1751. Mr. Newmarch the» re- 
linquished his ministerial labors, and died at an advan- 
ced age, Jan. 15th, 1754. The ministry of Dr. Stevens 
continued foity years. The Society appeared pro$per- 
rous the greater part of the time, but there being no 
special revival of religion, the Church declined, and at 
his death but few male members were left. Dr. Ste* 
vens died suddenly. May 18th, 1791. 

iTie people were deftitute of preaching but a few 
months, and in little more than a year, Rev. Jonas 
Hartwell was ordained Pastor of the Church. In con- 
sequence of Mr. Hartwell's conduct, his ministry ex- 
hibited a mournful picture, and was terminated by his 
dismission in May 1 798. In December of the same 
year. Rev. William Briggs was ordained. He also was 
dismissed in 1814, and for several years the people 
made no attempt to settle another. It does not appear 
that the place was ever visited with a copious *< out* 
pouring" of the Spirit of God/ except this may have 
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»been the case in the year 174;1» when it appears that a 
eonsiderable number were added to the Church* The 
Church was organized on evangelical principles,* and 
for any thing that appears to the contrary, was as pros- 
•perous as is usual for any Church not visited with spe« 

4 cial revivals of religion, for nearly fifty years. Since 
that time, a visible decline has marked their history.-— 
Few were added to the Church, not enough to fill the 
vacancies made by death. When Mr, Briggs was di£miss« 
ed, not a male member was left. The last, besides 
himself, Richard Cutts, Esq. died in Sept. 1810, and but 
3 females then remained. Mr. Briggs did not administer 
the Lord's supper for nearly five years before his dis* 
mission, and then females served the Table. But there 
is some reason to hope that a brighter day is yet to 

' dawn upon this people. In the winter of 1820, the 
' Maine Missionary Society supplied them with preaching 
for a few weeks. The people became interested, and 
employed the preacher for a longer term. Divine in- 
'fluences were afforded in a small degree, and in May of 
that year, several of the neighboring ministers were call- 
' ed in, to hold with them a day of prayer ; five mem- 
bers were added to the almod extinct remains of the an- 
cient Church, and after eleven years of desolation, the 
sacrament of the Lord's supper was again adminiftered 
among them. Their present Minister, Rev. Stephen 
Merrill was then preaching there. He was ordained in 
June 1821. 

. - The Church at Eliot bears the next date. About the 
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time that the town of Berwick was incorporated, 
(1713) vihzt remained of the town of Kittery was divi- 
ded into two pari^iesi and in the north parish measures 
were uken for the employment of a Minister about the 
same time as at the point bdow. In the year 1714^ a 
Mr, Fisk was invited to settle there in the miabtry hot 
declined The following year Mr. John Rogers was in- 
vited to preach on probation. His labours proving ac- 
ceptable, he was continued among them from year to 
year until suitable materials were found for constituting 
a Church. On the 22d of June 1721, a Church was 
duly organized by a council convened for that purpose,* 
and on Use 25th of October fc^lowing. Rev. Mr^ Rog- 
ers was ordained. He ccmtinued in the Ministry 
about fifty two years, bur being unable to preadi 
toward the close of his life, his Church and people pro- 
vided a Colleague for him. This was Rev. Alpheus 
Spring, who was ordained June 29th, 1766, five years 
before the death of Mr. Rogers. Mr. Spring was much 
beloved by his people and higUy respected by his bre- 
thren in the ministry. But his life was not long. He 
died suddenly.of a fever June 14th, 1791, after a miniiB- 
try of twenty three years. His immediate successor was 
the present Pastor of that Church Rev. Samuql Chand- 
ler, who was ordained Oct. 17th, 1792. The state of 
that Church has been generally flourishing* Twice 
since its formation an attention to religt<»i has been ge- 
neral through the parish ; once during the ministry of 
Ur. Rcs;ers» about the year 1742, aa4 once uader 
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tke mintstry of Mr. Chandler, m the jtar 1815. 

Since the formation of the Church to the present time 
diere have been added to it S38 persons, 140 were ad* 
ded by Mr. Rogers, 51 by Mr. Spring, and 147 by Mr. 
Chandler. The present number of communicants is 
425. Until the year 1750, all the people in the lower 
part of Kittery toward the sea« attended on the minis- 
try of Mr. Newmarch. But about the time Dr. Ste- 
Tens was settled, sundry brethren of the Church living 
at what was called ^Spruce Creek," petitioned to be 
dismissed and formed into a new Church, and being 
joined by others in the same part of the town, a separa« 
lion was amicably effected. On the 1 9th of Sept. 1 750^ 
a Church was organized by Rev. Ward Cotton of 
Hampton, New-Hampshire, and the same day. Rev. 
Josiah Chace was ordained. Mr. Chace lived twenty 
-eight years after his ordination, and died suddenly Dec. 
10, 1778. A little religious excitement took place in 
this parish soon after the great earthquake, in 1755, but 
the Records of the Church are imperfect, and but little 
distinct information can be obtained. After the death 
of Mr. Chace the people were destitute of preaching 
nearly four years. In July 1782, Rev. Joseph Litch* 
field was ordsuned among them, and is their present 
Minister. 

The whole Church originally organized at Quam« 
. peag^n landing by Mr. Wade, continued under the pasto- 
ral care of his successor for nearly fifty years. But the 
town was large, and the inhabitants had spread them- 
selves into the northerly, and northwesterly parts of it, 
so that the erection of a second parish became expedient 
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for the convenience of the people. Therefbte in 1751f 
the town was divided into two parishes, and a new 
meeting house built on what Was called ^*Blackberr)r 
hill/' Measures were soon taken to obtain the regular 
administration of divine ordinances, and application was 
made to the "Boston Presbytery," for a supply.* But 
failing in this application, they soon procured Mr. John 
Morse, a very serious and godly young man, who had- 
recently been pursuing theological studies with Rev. 
Mr.Jeflerds of Wells. The members of the first Church 
who lived in the second Paiish, were now formally dis* 
missed, and being joined by some others, they were 
organized as a Church March Id, 1755. They then 
proceeded to make choice of Mr. Morse as their Pastor, 
^nd on the 30th of April following, he was ordained 
over them. Mr. Morse lived happily a nd usefully with 
the people a little short of ten yeais, when he died, and 
after a vacancy of about ten months, he was succeeded 
by Rev. Matthew Merriam, who was oidaihed at Bet* 
wick in Sept. 1765. Mr. Merriam died in Jan. 1797» 
and was succeeded in October of the same year by Rev. 
Joseph Hilliard, who is the present minister. 

The two Congregational parishes in Berwick con- 
tinued as such until Feb. 1814, when the first Parish 
obtained a separate act of incorporation as the town of 
South Berwick. Thus the original plantation of Piscat- 
aqua is no longer known, and the towns of Kittery, 
Eliot, Beiwick, and South-Berwick are found in its 
stead. 
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1727. 

THE neu Churches wbi^h claim our attentioiif are 
ihofe which were organis^ed within the limits of ancient 
Falmouth, The landf around Cafco Bay were ocou 
pied very early by traders^ pr fishermen who did not ex# 
ped to reside oa tbemi hut who sold their privileges of 
rights of occupancy to oibers# as suited their eonve* 
nien^e i and the 6rst settlements here were consequent* 
ly ftuctuatingr The earliest permanent settlement in 
this re£^Qii» w^s made on th^-south easterly side of Cape 
SUzabe^y and on Rfchmonds Island.* Grants^ to indi-. 
viduak were made of the buds in what is now Porti> 
land, Faboouthi Cape Elbabetbi and Westbrook, from 
the year 164fSand onward; but the mbabttanu w^ere 
few and scattered, no very regular order was observed^ 
the Indians were troublesome, and in 1692 the town 
was wholly brokei up by the Savages, and for about 
. sixteen years it lay waste. In the beginning of the 
next Century the inbabiunts gradually returned, new 
seulers came in, the convicting claims foi land were 
amicably adjusted, and the town of Falmouth was incor- 
porated under the authority of Massachusetts, in 1718. f 
*» The records," says Gov. Sullivan, ♦« if there were any 
before the year 1692 were not preserved, although there 
was no other town which was then broken up, where 
the records were not saved ; but there was no other 
place where the desolation was so complete, as it was 
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in the town of Falmouth,'* It is in vain therefore that 
we look for any particular information on ecclesiastical 
subjects relating to Falmouth prior to the establishment 
of the town in 1718. As soon as they were comforta- 
bly settled again the people appear to have sought the 
stated ordinances of religion. Rev. Thomas Smith was 
the first minister of Falmouth. He was the son of 
Thomas Smith Esq. of Boston^ and was bom there 
March 10, 1702. At the age of fourteen years he eni 
tered Harvard College, and at the age of twenty tw6 
commenced preaching. After officiating with applaulse 
in Boston, and in different parts of the adjacent countryt 
and having declined several invitations to settle, he was 
induced about the beginning of the year 1726f to pttK 
ceed to Falmouth, to act in the double capacity of Chap- 
lain to the troops stationed here^ and preached to the 
people, who at that time consisted of not moxe than for- 
ty families. After a residence among them of about 
a year, the people unanimously gave him an invitation 
to settle, which he accepted. A council was according-, 
ly invited, and on the 8th of March 1727, a Church was 
organized and Mr. Smith ordained. * The Churches 
assisting on tliis occasion were those of York, Wells, 
Berwick, and Kittery, there being none others in the 
then District of Maine. . Mr. Smith's pastoral charge 
was very extensive in territory. For the first seven years 
of his ministry he preached alternately at what is now 
Portland, in a block-house on Purpoodoc pointt and in a 



« Dr« I>eafle's Sermon oa the deat^ of Mr. Smith, pages i8| ip. 
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•ganison at Sjmrmnci.* The settlement on Cape Elizas 
beth soon became considerable^ and in 1 734 five breth* 
ren were dismissed from the Church in order to the gath« 
ering of a new Church " on Purpoodoc side of the riv- 
er." Mr. Smith's labours were now confined to Port- 
land and Falmouth. But a settlement having been made 
in the northerly part of the town, called New Casco, 
lying principally eastward of Presumscot river, the peo» 
pie there found it inconvenient to attend meeting in what 
is now Portland, especially in the winter season. Where- 
upon in Jan. 1735 tliey petitioned the Parish for a sep* 
arate supply of preaching during the winter, which re^ 
4|uest was granted, and for that and the following win- 
ter, and probably somewhat longer, they were supplied 
with preaching at the expense of the Parish. Mr. Smith 
continued his ministrations at Portland, and for about 
sixteen years longer the people at New-Casco remained 
attached to the Parish, with occasional preaching among 
themselves. In April 1 752 they petitioned to be set 
off as a distinct society, which request was granted in 
December following. In about six years after this, some 
movements were made for the erection of a fourth Par- 
ish in Falmouth, to be taken partly out of what remain* 
ed to Mx. Smith, and partly from Cape Elizabeth Parish, 
and it was finally accomplished in March 1764. f Mr. 
Smith was now sixty two years of age, and had been 



* This is the Indian name of a river running thiorsgh a part of Cape EIIs« 
abcth, and the settlement near Richmond*^ Island atill retains chU name, 
Purpoodoc U the point cirectly opposite toPortlaftd. 
f Records of the first Parish in Portland • 

D 
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labouring with that people thirty -seven years since his 
ordination. He had seen the wilderness around him be- 
come a fruitful field, and his large range of territory 
with only here and there a dwelling, changed into three 
well organized parishes, beside what sdll remained as 
his own peculiar charge. But Mr. Smith being now too 
far advanced in years and too feeble to bear the whole 
charge alone. Rev. Samuel Deane was invited to settle 
as colleague pastor in July 1764*, and was ordained in 
October following. Mr. Smith continued, however, to 
preach in his turn until the close of the year 1784, and 
after that assisted occasionally in public prayer for eight 
or nine years longer. He died in May 1795, at the ad- 
vanced age of 93 years. In April 1786, the territory 
belonging to the first Parish in Falmouth became a new 
town by the name of Portland, The place increased 
rapidly, rose Phoenix-like from its ashes, and several new 
societies were formed. Dr. Deane continued to labour 
alone fof about fourteen years after the death of Mr. 
Smith. In 1806 the Parish voted to procure an as- 
sistant some part of the year. In 1S08 Mr. John Cod- 
man, since settled in Dorchester, was engaged to preach 
for a short time, and in October of that year, the Churck 
gave him a call to settle with them. The Parish how- 
ever negatived the calj. In the beginning of 1809, Mr. 
Ichabod Nichols was employed to preach on probation, 
received a call, and was ord«ined colleague Pastor in 
June of that year. Dr. Deane died in the autumn of 
1814, and Rev. Mr. Nichols remains sole Pastor of the 
Church. We now return to trace the several Churches 
which either sprang from this ancient stock, or have 



CAFE ELIZABETH. 30 

grown up beside it. The second Church widiin the lim- 
its of ancient Falmouth, was that in Cape Elizabeth* 
We have already mentioned the dismission of five breth- 
ren from the ancient Church to constitute a new one 
here. They were joined by six others, and the Church 
"was organized in 1734. * A Mr. Henry from Scotland 
had preached on Cape l.lizabeth, but at what period 
is not certainly known. The year in which the Church 
was organized, Rev. Benjamin Allen had preached 
there, and was gathered into the Church at its organiza- 
tion. Mr. Allen was the first Minister in tlie South Pa- 
rish in Bridgwater and was ordained therein July 1718, 
and after about ten years w*as dismissed and came to 
Falmouth, f It was probably^ with a view to his set- 
tlement that the Church was organized, as he was in- 
stalled its Pastor in November of that year. Mr. Allen 
lived after his settlement at Cape Elizabeth about twen- 
ty years, and died May 6, 1 754*, aged 65. 

In about two years after the decease of Mr. Allen 
Rev. Ephraim Clark was installed to the Pastoral care 
of the Church. He had been for a few years Pastor of 
a Church in Boston, and had recently been dismissed. 
His Ministry at Cape Elizabeth continued forty one 
years. He died suddenly Dec, 11th, 1797 at the age of 
75 years. 



* The namu of those dismissed from the int Church vcerc as follow :-. 
John Armstrong, William Jcnnioon, Robert Means, Robeit Thorndike, and 
Jonathan Cob. Tliere art no records of the Church to be found for the first 
twenty yean of Its exiatence, and but a few fragments for 43 yf;irp ntc. 
ceeding that period. 

t Hit. Coll. New Series vol. 7 page 164. 
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For nearly four succeeding years the people had n# 
regular preaching, but in 1801 having obtained as a can- 
didate Mr. William Gregg» measures "were taken for his 
settlement But the Church was nearly extinct, and no 
records being found, it was judged expedient to organ- 
ize one anew. Accordingly in June of that year a 
council was convened at Cape Elizabeth, a Church of 
nine members was organized, and Mr. Gregg ordained. 
In about six years the connexion between the Church and 
R6v. Mr. Gregg was dissolved by mutual consent. The 
next Pastor of the Church was Rev. Benjamin Sawyer. 
He was ordained in the year 1809. Some difficulties 
soon arose which could not be controlled and in about 
tliree years Mr. Sawyer was dismissed. He is since set- 
tled in Amesbury in Massachusetts. 

After the dismission of Mr. Sawyer, the Church and 
people remained in a scattered and broken state for three 
or four years. Rev. Mr. Gregg was still residing in the 
neighbourhood, and still unsettled, and the people of his 
former charge began to turn their eyes toward him a« 
gain. In Oct. 1815 the Church and Parish voted to 
recall Mr. Gregg to the Pastoral office among them, he 
was accordingly installed in January following, and he 
is the present Minister of that people. 

The third Parish in Falmouth^ that at New Casco, as 
we have already stated, was incorporated in Dec. 1753. 
A Church was immediately organized there, and pre. 
{^arations made for the settlement of a Minister. Mr. 
David Mitchell was the first candidate for settlement in 
this place. After him Mr. Isaac Noles preached on pro- 
baticin. The attempts to settle both these gentlemen 



FALMOUTH, WESTBUOOK. 41 

proved ansnccessful, and the year 1755 found the peo- 
ple still destitute of stated preaching. But in Decem- 
ber of that year Mr, John Wiswall was invited to settle 
and was ordained Pastor of the Church early in 1756. 
Mr. Wiswall continued to preach in Falmouth bat a 
short season. In 1764 in a very abrupt manner, and 
without any ecclesiastical formalities, he left his Pastoral 
charge. Toward the close of the same year Mr. Timo- 
thy Fuller received a call to settle, but declined. In 
August Following Mr. Ebenezer Williams was invited 
to take the Pastoral charge of this Church, which invi- 
tation he accepted, and was ordained in November 1765. 
Rev. Mr. Williams continued to labour with this people 
about thirty-four years, and in 1799, he was taken sud- 
denly away by a paralytic shock. For a few years the 
people were again destitute of stated preaching. Sev- 
eral candidates were employed, and in June 1803 Rev. 
William Miltemore, their present Minister, was ordained. 
The Parish in Strowdwater, now the town of West- 
brook, was incorporated as a fourth Parish in Falmouth 
in 1764. In April of the following year a Church of 
thirteen members was organized there, eleven of whom 
were dismissed at that time from the ancient first 
Church, and at the same time Rev. Thomas Browne 
who had recently been dismissed from Marshfield in 
Massachusetts, was invited to take the Pastoral care of 
them. In August of that year Mr. Browne was install- 
ed, and continued in the Ministry there a little mor^ 
than thirty two years. After a vacancy of about two 
years, in Oct. 1799, Rev. Caleb Bradley was ordained 

Pastor of that Church, and is the present Minister. 

D2 
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In the year 1 787> about one year after the mcorpora>* 
tion of Portland as a distinct towui a new Congrega* 
tional Parish was organized there, Mr. Elijah Kellogg 
waii engaged as a preacher, and in October 1788^ a 
Council was convened, who organized a Church, a6d 
ordained Mr. Kellogg to the Pastoral office over the 
same. In December 1807 Rev. Edward Payson was 
ordained as Colleague Pastor with Rev. Mr. Kellogg, 
and for about four years they jointly occupied this field 
of labour. In Dec. 1811, Mr Kellogg was dismissed 
from hb relation to the Church, and Mr. Payson re« 
liiains its sole Pastor. Mr. Kellogg with a part of his 
original charge who chose to remain with him, were soon 
after organized as a distinct body, by the name of the 
<* Chapel Congregational Church,'' and at the same 
time he was installed their Pastor. This event took 
place on the 18th of March 1812. In Oct. 1819 Rev. 
Thomas Jewe tt Murdock, was ordained Colleague Pas. 
tor of the Chapel Church with Rev. Mr. Kellogg, in 
which office he remained till his connection with that 
society was dissolved in March 1821. In the spring of 
1807, Rev. Jotham Sewall was engaged by some indi- 
viduals to preach in Portland for a few months. A 
Hall was procured for a place of Meeting, and the foun- 
dation of a new Congregational Society was laid. 
In the autumn of the same year Mr. Sewall organized 
a Church. A meeting4iouse was built, a Society col- 
lected, and in the spring of 1808, Rev. Nathan Sydney. 
Smith Beeman was ordained as Pastor of that Church} 
and Minister of that people. His ministry however wa^ 
but of short duration^ In the year 1811 he was dis* 
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missed on account of ill health, and removed to Geor- 
gia, The Society being small did not employ another 
candidate for settlement, but soon mingled with other 
Societies. The Church kept together for several years, 
but at length, in the spring of 1820, they united with 
the second Church in the town under the care of Rev. 
Mr. Payson* 

Thus in the space of ninety three years, six Congre- 
gational Churches have arisen where a feeble one of only 
ten male members then existed ; and in the place where 
less than fifty families could then be numbered, there 
are now four towns, containing in all more than 12,000 
inhabitants, who worship in no less than thirteen Socie* 
ties of the difierent denominations of Christians* 
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CHAPTER T. 

1727- 

The Church in Scarborough next claims our attention. 
Two small settlements were made in the town soon af« 
ter the settlement of Cape Elizabeth in I64O9 one on 
the point east of the great marshy, land the other on the 
western side ; the former known by the name of ^ Black 
Point,'* and the latter " Blue Point," and afterwards bet- 
ter known by the name of ** Dunstan.*' Like most of 
their Brethren in New-England, while their settlement 
was yet inconsiderable, their numbers small, and the 
people frequently harrassed by the Indians, they took 
measures for the support of the Gospel among them. 
The settlement advanced but slowly, and in 1681 there 
were but fifty six male inhabitants in the town ; yet in 
December of that year the Selectmen were empowered 
by a vote in town meeting to agree with a Mr. Black- 
man to preach in Scarborough for one year. In July 
following arrangements were made to settle the same man 
in the ministry there, by disposing of land to provide 
for his maintainance. 

How this matter ended is uncertain, but we find them 
soon destitute again, for on May 30th, 1684 the people 
assembled in town meeting, chose William Burrage* 
for their Minister. Mr. Burrage filled the offices of 
Town Cleik and Selectman, as well as Minister, and in 
several other respects was an important man in the town* 



• Burrage, or Bordg, or Burridg, or Burrcah, for the name is thus f a- 
riously spelt in the ancient town record. 
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He appears to have been the only Minister they had for 
four years. The year after Mr. Barrage was employed, 
a meeting-house was built by a tax on the inhabitants. 
Such was the situation of t}» town that the people were 
not at first agreed concerning the spot where the meet> 
ing-house should stand, but the dispute was happily set- 
tled, and the house erected in the easterly part of the 
town, " on the plains near the fort,** which was near to 
the spot where the meeting-house afterwards stood which 
Mr. Thompson occupied. A parsonage house was built, 
and ten acres of land adjoining it were alio appropriat- 
ed. It was voted at the same time that the Minister's 
salary should be 50 pounds a year, and the parsonage. * 
In 1688 the Indians became so troublesome that the 
town was broken up, and' abandoned or nearly so for 
thirty years. The reccords were carried to Boston for 
safety, and not returned until the year 1719. Probably 
the inhabitants had been returning for several years, yet 
it does not appear that any regular order was observed 
in the town until 1720. Thirty one inhabitants had then 
returned. One of their first cares was to obtain a Min- 
ister, and although they were so few in number, and had 
su£[ered such hardships, yet they made an immediate 
agreement with Rev. Hugh Campbell to preach to them 
a year, voting him 50/. salary, together with " meat, 
drink, washing, and lodging.*' Mr. Campbell remain* 
ed at Scarborough a little more than a year, when some 
difficulty arising about his salary he left them. The 
former meeting-house was destroyed, probably by the 



Scjirberoagh tovn recordit 
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Indians, and none as yet built» and the meetings on the 
Sabbath were held at the house of Roger Deering. 

In June 1722 Rev. Hugh Henry was employed to 
preach for three months. He continued to supply the 
people until March following and was employed for six 
months, and at the same meeting the town expressed a 
desire that he should engage with them by the year. 
Tliis proposal he declined unless they would allow him 
an annual salary of 70/. which they refused. Mr. Hen- 
ry remained however at Scarborough, and probably 
preached there for more than two years longer, and in 
.Tune 172S sued the town for his << wages.'* In Septem- 
ber a town meeting was called to deliberate upon the 
subject, and it was voted that Mr. Henry was not to be 
considered the Minister of Scarborough, and the Select- 
men were instructed to inform the General Court, and 
the neighbouring Ministers of these proceedings. *— 
Their object probably was to prevent Mr. Henry from 
obtaining the judgment of the Court against them^ or 
any advantage by means of a Council. 

It is not known at this day how the matter terminat- 
ed but we hear nothing further of Mr. Henry, f 

In Feb. 1726 the town appointed a Committee to seek 
for a Minister, and voted that he should preach alter- 
nately at Black Point and Dunstan. By this it appears 
that the settlements in the two sectisns of the town were 
equal or nearly so. This Committee were unsuccessful 



♦ Hcarborough town Records., 

t Mr. Henry wat probably the same man thit preacTied at Cape Elizabeth, 
at has been related. But whether It was before or after his residence at 
Scarborough -to unknown. Gov. Sullivan calls him a •* very excentrlc man 
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in their applications^ and the next year found them still 
destitute. 

Previous to this time, theie is no evidence that a 
Church had been regularly organized in the town, or 
any formalities observed in the induction of Ministers to 
office. In the course of the summer of 17279 Mr. Wil- 
liam Thompson was employed as a preacher, and the 
Society began to assume a more regular fornu A 
Church was organized on Congtegational principles, and 
on Sept 1 1th of that year a call was presented to Mr. 
Thompson to take the pastoral oversight of the Church 
and become the Minister of the people. The salary of- 
fered him was 100/. the first year, 110/. the second year, 
120L the third year, and so to continue. Mr. Thcfmp« 
son accepted the call, and was ordained. For the first 
thirteen years of his ministry he resided at Dunstan,and 
preached alterately there and at Black Point. As yet 
there was no parsonage house but in 1732 the town 
voted to build one at Black Point, where the principal 
settlement wa» made, and at least half of the meetings 
held. At the same meeting, supposing the time was 
not fat distant when a division of the town into Parishes 
would take place, it was voted that when the tovtrn should 
be able to support two Ministers, another should be set- 
tled at Dunstan at the expense of the whole town This 
took place a few years after. Mr. Thompson continued 
his labours at Scarborough until his death which took 
place in Feb. 1759. The first regular supply for the 
pulpit which the people obtained after the death of Mr. 
Thompson was a Mr. Hill, who was employed {ot Onxe& 
months in June of the same year. At tlxa comitieTice' 
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ment of the next year, a Mr. Ward was supplying them, 
and in May 1760, the Church and Parish concurred io 
an invitation to Mr. Nathaniel Noy^js to become their 
Mimster, which he declined, and was afterwards settled 
at South-Hampton in New-Hampshire. In February 
following the Church voted a call to Mr. John Fairfieldt 
afterward the Minister of Saco ; but the Parish did not 
concur and they were again left destitute. During the 
summer another candidate was obtained, Mr. Phinehas 
Whitney, and in August, he also was inviied to settle, 
but declined. He was afterwards the Minister of Shir- 
ly in Massachusetts. In March 1762, the Church and 
Parish again united in calling Mr* Samuel Foxcroft to 
the work of the 'ministry among them. He also declined, 
and was settled at New-Gloucester. Notwithstanding 
their frequent disappointments, the people were not dis- 
couraged from making another attempt. In the sum- 
mer of that year Mr. Thomas Pierce was engaged to 
pi each on probation, and in Sept. 1762 was invited to 
settle. Mr. Pierce was in favour of Presbyterian forms, 
and the Church and Parish consenting to receive them, 
he was ordained. As there were no Presbyterian Church- 
es in the vicinity, the ceremonies of ordination were 
performed in the Presbyterian meeting-house in New- 
buryport. The ministry of Rev. Mr. Pierce continued 
a little more than twelve years. He died Jan. 26, 1775. 
After the death of Mr. Pierce, the Church and people 
renounced Presbyter ianism, and became Congregational 
again, and in the autumn of the same year Rev. Thomas 
Lancaster was ordained over them, and is their present 
Minister. 
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The second Parish in Scarborough originated about 
the year 1734. The setdement atDunstanhad increas- 
ed considerably, and the people became anxious to have 
preaching constantly. To save expense the Selectmen 
of the town were empowered to hire a School Master 
for that part of the town, who should be a Preacher also. 
But it does not appear that a supply was even obtained 
an this way. 

Rev. Richard Elvins was the first Minister of this 
second Parish. He came to Scarborough early in the 
year 174<4', received a call in August, and was ordained 
in November following. * About a month previous to 
the ordination fifteen biethren of the first Church in* 
eluding one Deacon, were dssmissed at their request in 
order to be embodyed into a new Church at the expected 
settlement of Mr. Elvins, and in April following fifteen 
females were also dismissed, and received to the second 
Church. Thus a separation was amicably obtained, and 
until the death of Mr. Thompson both him and Mr. 
Elvins were supported by tlie town at large without any 
legal division of Parishes.f 

Mr. Elvins had been by trade a Baker in the town of 
Salem in Massachusetts. He professed to be converted 
through the instrumentality of Mr. Whitefield during 
liis first visit to America. He had not the advantage 



*0u thto occasion Mr. Wise of Berwick preached from i Tim. 4, itf, and 
gave the charge. Rev. Jedediah Jewett ot Rowley gave the right hand, Mr. 
Rodgers of Kittery made the first prayer, and Mr. Chandler of York the 

t The record of the First Parish commencos March 26, 1 759, the montU 
mcrceciUng the death of Mr, Thompson. 

E 
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of a public education^ but being a man of good under, 
standing, some reading, and possessing ardent piety he 
was induced to enter the Ministry, and in the end, pro- 
ved a useful Minister x>f the sacred word. He usually 
preached without notes, but was capable of writing, and 
did occasionally make use of written sermons. A ser- 
mon of bis on Rom. xvi. 26,— r"The obedience of faith,** 
preached July 26, 1747, was printed, with a preface by 
Rev. Mr. Jewett of Rowley. This is perhaps the only 
publication of Mr. Elvins' which can be found at this 
day. This however is enough to convince posterity of 
the soundness of his mind, and the correctness of his 
religious sentiments. 

Mr. Elvins continued to labour in the ministry about 
thirty one years. Toward th« close of his life he became 
feeble, and in Dec. 1770 the Church voted to invite a 
Mr. Marsh to settle as a Colleague, but he declining their 
invitation, no other person was invited, and after a long 
protracted illness Mr. Elvins departed this life August 
12, 1776. The Church was vacant but a few months, 
for in December of the sanie year Rev. Benjamin Chad* 
wick was ordained its Pastor. Mr. Chadwick continued 
to preach for about eighteex^ yeais. He then lo^t his 
health, his mind became impaired, and it was thought 
expedient he should be dismissed. This took place in 
May 1795. After some years he regained his health in 
some degree, and preached a little, but was never em* 
ployed regularly again, and died in Nov. 1819. 

After the dismission of Mr. Chadwick the people were 
destitute of stated ordinances for five years. In Dec*^ 
1800 Rev. Nathan Tilton, their present Minister, was 
ordained# 
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CHAPTER VI. 

1730. 

THE next religious establishments in point of time 
were those which were made in the region of Saco River. 
The settlements in all the ancient towns in the westerly 
part of Maine were first made on the sea shore, and un- 
til the year 1750 all the travelling from Portsmouth 
eastward was either on the beach or near it.* A small 
settlement was made at Cape Porpus a« early as l632,f 
and another at Winter Harbour about the same time* 
These two settlements were but a few miles distant from 
each other, and were in several respects so much con- 
nected, as to render it proper to consider them in one 
Chapter* In a few years from the time of the first set- 
tlements inhabitants had planted themselves on the sea 
shore for several miles. The advantages for fishing in 
Saco River, and in the adjacent waters, drew hither a 
considerable number of persons before any regular grant 
of the soil had been obtained. After the grants were 
made a number of very respectable men settled at Saco» 
and that town assumed a regular form, j: It was called 
Saco on both sides of the river until the year 1718. 
Among the first inhabitants were Richard Benython, 
Richard Vines, Thomas Lewis, William Phillips, and 
John Oldham, names well known in the annals of those 
days. The first record of the ancient town of Saco, in- 
cluding both Saco and Biddeford, commences with the 
year 1663, ten years after the people had sbmitted to 



« SulUvazL fWinthrop's Jeuroal page 4». .:^1ivan* 
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the government of Massachusetts* Francis Hooke wai 
then Town Clerk. At the time Massachusetts assumed 
the jurisdiction of Maine the towns were all thinly set- 
tled. Sixteen men only appeared as the inhabitants of 
Saco, and took the oath of allegiance. At this time 
there was no Minister of Saco, and probably 410 Church 
there. The record of the Commissioners Court held at 
Wells July 5th, 1653, at which time the goremment of 
Saco, and other towns was settled, contains the- follow- 
ing paragraph i <<the commissioners being informed 
that Saco ts destitute of a good Minister, where it i» 
much desired that all due care be taken to attain the 
same, and in the mean time that their peace may be 
preserved, they do declare and order that Robert Booth 
shall have liberty to exercise his gifts for the edification 
of the people there*"* Mr. Booth was one of the prin- 
cipal inhabitants. He was for many years a Magis- 
trate, one of the Selectmen, and Town Clerk, and pro- 
bably being in high repute for his piety, was appointed 
to take the lead of a meeting for worship until a regular 
Minister should be obtained. This step seemed the 
more necessary at that trme on account of a religious 
pretender who had been troublesome in those days. At 
the same meeting of the Commissioners, several persons 
complained "that George Barlow is a disturbaru:e to the 
place. The Commissioners at their request, thought it 
meet to forbid the said Barlow any ixiore publickly ta 
preach or prophecy there, under the penalty of teft 
pounds for every offence." 



*Commissiene38 (ccord recited by SuKlvan page J^S-^ 



BIDBEFORD. 03 

The first Minister of Saco, of whom tliere is any ac« 
county was Rev. Seth Fletcher. He was employed by 
the town in I6669 and most probably continued there^ 
faired from year to year, until 1675, when the town was 
nearly destroyed by the Savages. Still there is no evi- 
dence that any Church had been gathered. A house 
for worship was erected in 1 674*9 which being furnished 
with seats or benches only, and not separate pews, the 
people were seated in order by the Selectmen, according 
to their rank, in December of that year.* For about 
forty years after this time, no records of the town can 
be found. Such were the troubles of the country at 
this period, that it is doubtful whether any records were 
kept, and it is quite probable also that the town was 
nearly abandoned by the white people. In 1717, the 
inhabitants had returned, and regular order was again 
observed. A certain Mr. Short was employed to preach 
at Saco that year. 

The following year the name of the town was chan* 
ged to Biddeford. Both sides of the river was called 
by this name. It seems the State had assisted this in- 
fant colony in the support of a Minister, for in 1722, 
the town petitioned the General Court for a donation of 
40/> a year— **^ pay a Minister, as they bad d<me.**\ 

About this time Rev. John Eveleth was peaching at 
Cape Porpus, and at the annual meeting in March 1723, 
Homphxey Scamman and Ebenezer Hill were appoin- 
ted a committee to ^Miscourse with Rev. Mr. Eveleth 
concerning preaching with them for a yeat/* The r§. 

• Biddcfom Records; tXbid. 
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suit of this conference was, that Mr. Eveleth preached 
at Biddeford a part of the time for two or three years» 
But the people were anxioas to obtain a candidate for 
settlement, and in March 1728 thej voted to tftviteMn 
Maston Cabbot to settle with them, and o£^ed him a«^ 
a salary 80/. a year, exclusive of his board while he re- 
mained single. This o£Fer he declined.- In Jane of the 
next year, Mr. John Moody received a similar offer, but 
with great modesty he declined this invitation on ac- 
count of his youth, and as he supposed, his need of 
more study. Soon after the departure of Mr. Moody» 
Mr. Samuel Williard was employed to preach at Bid* 
deford on probation, and measures were soon taken for 
his permanent establishment there. On Sept. SOthf 
I7S0, a council was convened, a Church organized on 
Congregational principles, and Rev. Mr. Williard or- 
dained. The sermon on that occasion was by Rev* 
Thomas Paine of Weymouth, Mass. from Acts zxvi. 
17, 18. 

The ministry of Mr. Williard was of short duration, 
but important in its consequences. A few years after 
his ordination a considerable attention to religion took 
place among the people of his pi&culiar charge, which 
bad no small effect on his own mind. His biographer^ 
Rev. Thomas Prentice formerly of Arundel, thus relates 
the change in his views at that time. ** There evidently 
appeared a great change in his conversation, as also ia 
his sentiments with regard to some points in religion, 
and in his preaching. He was then, as he often told me 
^a conversation, brought to an inward sense of the im- 
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potent and miserable condition mankind are naturally 
in by their apostacy in our fitst parents ; of the sover- 
eignty and glorious efficacy of divine grace in our Lord 
Jesus Christ ; and so he became fixed in the blessed Doc* 
trines of Grace, of which he was ever after a zealous 
Preacher and promoter. And O ! what admiring 
thoughts did he discover, of the wonderful method of 
our redemption by Jesus Christ. And especially with 
what meltings pf affection, with what humility and gra- 
titude have 1 heard him speak of the riches of God's 
grace to him, in particular, ind of the great alteration 
he found in himself. He would discourse with much 
openness on those points, and seemed always to have a 
most profound sense of the astonishing mercy of God 
therein displayed. He would frequently when talking 
of these things, break out in the language of the man, 
in the Gospel that was born blind, whom our Lord cu- 
red, **one thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now 1 
see." And after this, he evidently grew much in di- 
vine knowledge and grace, became more and more 
serious, and circumspect, devout and heavenly, zealous 
and active, both as a Christian, and a Minister. But 
. thi» excellent servant of Christ lived for several years 
much unobserved. His excessive modestyj, with some 
difficulty in his worldly circunil stances, concealed him 
much from public view* 'Till towards the close of his 
life, when it pleased God to favour him with such plen- 
tiful communications -^o/ divine Grace, and to inspire 
him with such a mighty love to Christ, and to the souls 
of men, as enabled him to overcome his difficulties, 
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made him so frequent and fervent in his labours, U) 
hvelj and flaming in his ministry, that he was with ad« 
ihiration observed, and followed, as a bright Star in the 
east, appearing on purpose to guide men to Christ. He 
broke out suddenly, as an heavenly Luminary fixmi an 
interposing cloud, and shined forth with great lustre and 
influence, when he was going from us. But this excel- 
lent man soon finished his course, and withdrew from 
our world." — Such is the account given us by Mr* 
Pkentice, of this truly devoted servant of the Lord. 
But his days were soon numbered. Mr. Williard lived 
about eleven years after his ordination. In the year 
1741, that shower of mercy which afterward so (fopious* 
ly refreshed the Churches in New-England, was begins 
ning to descend on this part of the land. Mr. WiL 
liard, as might well be supposed, became warmly enga- 
ged, and greatly interested, and seized every importu- 
nity to visit those places where the divine influences 
were most manifest. In October of that year he visited 
Rev. Mr. Rogers' parish in Kittery, (now Eliot) and 
while engaged in preaching a Lecture he was suddenly 
attacked with a disorder in the throat. With some dif« 
ficulty he finished the public exercise, and retired to the 
house of Mr. Rogers, where he died in great peace of 
mind in less than two days. He was buried at Kitterf . 
Mr. Rogers preached on the occasion from Luke xii. 
4-3, 4f4f. This sorrowful providence was greatly bles- 
sed to the people at Biddeford, as it proved the occa^ 

of an unccmunon attention to religion amone them 
i,a con\ ^ 
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fanmediately after.* Early in the followitig year Mr. 
Moses Morrill was engaged to supply the pulpit at £id- 
deford. Mr. Morrill was a native of Salisbury in Mas- 
sachusettsy and had received the honors of Harvard 
College at a very early age, as be had scarcely num- 
bered twenty years when he came to Biddeford. He 
sooa received a call to settle, and was oidafned in Sep- 
tember 1742. The Ministry of Rev. Mr. Morril 
continued happily, usefully, and peacefully for a little 
more than thirty five years. In the autumn of 1777 
he began to decline, and after a confinement of about 
nine weeks he died in February 1778, at the age of 56 
years. 

The present Pastor of that Church, Rev. Nathaniel 
Webster, was employed as a candidate at Biddeford to* 
w^d the iclose of the same season, and was ordained 
April 14, 1779. 

Puring the life of Mr. Williard all the inhabitants of 
the town comprehending what is now the town of Saco 
as well as Biddeford, attended upon his ministrations. 
Toward the close of his life a considerable settlement 
was made at what is now Saco village, and about ten 
years after the settlement of Mr. Morrill the old Meet- 
ing House at Saco was built. In 1762, the town of 
Biddeford was divided, and the eastern part called Pep* 
perellborough, which name it retained until June 1803, 

« Rev. Mr. Williard left a Widow, three sons and one daughter, all in 
decent cite uixutancea. His Widow was afterward married to Rev. Mr. El- 
Vina of Scarborough, his daughter to Rev. Mr, Chad wick of Scarborough, 
and one of his sons (Joseph) was afterwards President of Harvard Coile^ : 
a fulfilment perhaps of the promise in Psa'ms 37. 15* 
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-when it was changed to Saco* In Oct. 1762 a day o£ 
Fasting was held by the people, and a Church of eleven 
members duly organized. The new Church imme- 
diately, presented a call to Mr. John Fairfield to become 
their Minister, and he was ordained on the 27th of the 
same month. Mr. Morril of Biddeford preached on 
that occasion. Mr. Fairfield conUnued in the ministry 
at Saco a little more than thiity four years. Religion 
had been in a low state during the whole of his ministry. 
But nine persons had been received to full communion 
during the whole term of his continuance. Considering 
these circunpstances Mr. Fairfield was induced to ask a 
dismission, and in April 1798 the town voted to dismiss 
him at his request, and took measures to procure an 
•ther Candidate. Mr. Fairfield still retained his pastoral 
relation to tlie Church. 

In July of the year in which Mr. Fairfield was dis- 
missed, Mr. Caleb Bradley, since the Minister of West- 
brook was invitod to settle at Saco, but declined. Mr* 
Elihu Whitcomb w^s the next Candidate for settlement 
at this place. After preaching on probation until April 
1799, the town proposed to settle him, and in town 
meeting recommended to the Church to take measures 
to have the pastoral relation between them and Mr. 
Fairfield regularly dissolved. Only three male mem- 
bers of the Church could then be found. They present- 
ad a Call to Mr. Whitcomb to settle with them, and it 
was agreed between them and Mr. Fairfield that the dis- 
solution of the pastoral connexion should be referred to 
the Council about to be called. This was accordingly 
done in July of that year^ at which time Mr. Whitcomb 
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W4S ordained. He continued in the ministry at Saco 
until the summer of 1810, and was then dismissed. 

In October of that year Rev. Jonathan Cogswell, the 
present pastor of the Church was ordained, at which 
time the dismission of Mr. Whitcomb was confirmed. 
At the time Mr. Cogswell was ordained the Chuich coo- 
tained tweny^ight members. Since that period dirine 
influences have been afforded, many have been gather- 
ed Jnto the fold of Christy and the communicants now 
exceed one hundred. 

A second Parish was incorporated in Biddeford in the 
year 1797» and a new meeting-house built previous to 
the year 1800. In 1805^ a Council was assembled there 
who proceeded to organize a Church and install Rev. 
John Turner as its Pastor. About the year 1817» the 
civil contract between Mr. Turner and the people ceased, 
and he supplied other places, and laboured as a Mision- 
ary. In december 1818 he was installed at Kingston 
in New-Hampshire, at which time and place, by consent 
of the Church at Biddeford, his pastoral relation to 
them was dissolved^ No person has yet been settled in 
his place. 

Having taken this view of the religious establish- 
ments in the immediate vicinity of Saco river, it will be 
proper for us next to considei: that at Cape Porpus. As 
we have already stated a few scatered dwellings were 
erected here as early as at any place in the immediate 
vicinity. There is good reason to conclude th^t some 
rdigous order was observed here at a very earlj period, 
and perhaps at Church of some kind gathered. * But 

« See fwBfi i5> 
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no record of any such transaction can be found. A 
very few fragments of town record between the years 
1678 and 1689 have escaped the general wreck, but 
nothing which sheds the least light on Ecclesiastical af- 
fairs until the reestablishment of the town after the In- 
dian war, in 1719* The town was then called Arun* 
del. ♦ In September of that year, an agreement was 
made with Rev. John Eveleth f to pi each at Arundel 
for one fourth of the year. The year following he was 
engaged for the whole year, and the town encouraged 
liis tarrying with them, by assisting him to build an 
house. For about nine years, Mr. Eveleth was consider- 
ed the Minister of Arundel, although he does not appear 
to have had any regular induction there« The salary 
he received from the people was small, for at the annual 
town meeting in March 1726, it was voted to raise 20/* 
to pay Rev. Mr. Eveleth's salary, and other necessary^ 
charges in the town. :[: In August 1729, the town by 
their vote dismissed Mr. Eveleth from his relation to 
them as a Minister, and he ceased preaching. In the 
beginning of the next year Mr. Thomas Prentice was 
engaged as a preacher, received a regular call in June, 
and was ordained in November following. At this 
time a Church was duly organized. Mr. Prentice re- 
mained pastor of the Church eight years. At his earn- 
est request he was then dismissed* and afterwards settled 
in Charlestown in Massachusetts. 



* In the ancient town record it is called Arondell for several yctrs. 
t Mr. Evcletli had been ordained at Stow in Mass. iitMay 1700 and dll*' 
missed in 171T. HUt. Coll. Vol. 10, page 8j- 
i Afundel records. 
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« In May 1739 the Church and town concurred in in- 
viting Mr. Joshua Tufts to settle with them, which he 
declined. During the same summer the town sent to 
Manchester for a Mr. Parsons who was then engaged in 
a School there. This application failed. The follow* 
ing winter Mi. John Hovey was engaged to preach, and 
in September 1 74 1 , he was ordained. In June 1 768, Mr. 
Hovey was dismissed agreeably to the advice of % Coun-' 
cil, and the Church again left destitute. The following 
spring an invitation was giv«n to Mr. Abner Johnson to 
settle at Arundel which he declined. Until this time 
public worship had always been attended at Cape Por* 
pus, where the ancient settlement was made. Intlie 
year 17689 about the time Mr. Hovey was dismissed, 
the old meeting-house at the Cape was burnt, and the 
Inhabitants being now scattered throughout the town, 
the meeting-house now standing was erected in a more 
central situation. Rev. Silas Moody was the next 
Minister of this people. He was ordained Jan. 9th, 1 77 1 , 
Mr. Moody continued to perform all the duties of his 
office for more than forty years. His health always 
feeble became at length so much impaired that the peo- 
ple took measures to obtain some assistance for him, 
and in the autumn of 1815, Mr. Nathan Lord, since set- 
tled at Amherst in New-Hampshire, was invited to set- 
tle as a Colleague with Mr. Moody. Mr. Lord deeli- 
ling the people sought another Candidate. In April 
I816f Mr. Moody died, and in July following Rev. 
George Payson was ordained in his place. Mr. Pay son 
«vas of feeble healtlii and after repeated Intermissions of 

F 
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Iabottr» he found it expedient to ask a dismissiost whicb 
was effected ii^ July 1820. But the people were not 
long destitute of stated preaching. In October of the 
same year, Rev. Joseph Palmer Fessenden was ordain- 
ed there, and is the present Minister. * 



• On petition ftf the inhabittnttof Arandel to the LegiiUtuit of Heine tc 
thdnenioii in the spring of iS»i the nime of this touro was cheogedto 
Ibot of •• KametmnkpoiS> 
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CHAPTER VII. 

1730. 

THE ancient limits of North Yarmouth compre* 
hended what is now Harpswelly Freeport, Pownal and 
Comberlandy beside the present town which is called by 
its original name. An instrument of President I%in- 
foftb*s» dated Sept S^nd, \660f is preserved in the pro* 
prtetors records, by which he ordered that the planta- 
tion should take the name of North* Yarmouth. Provi- 
sion was early made here for the regular settlement and 
support of the Gospel Ministry. At the first survey of 
the town, it was ordered that forty rods square of plain 
land be laid out for the accommodation of the meeting 
house, ministers house, burying ground, &c. and a com- 
mittee was appointed to procure a Minister for settle- 
ment among them. The following are the words of 
the record in relation to this subject— *<<that Mr. Walter 
Gendall, Mr. George Pearson, and Mr. John Royal, do 
take care in behalf of the town to procure and settle 
among them a pious, ortbodoi Minister, and with con^ 
sent of the people to appoint and provide for his mainte- 
nance ; and in order thereunto, that they in the first 
settling of the tO¥m lay out a good farm, containing 
900 acres, to be forever for the use of the ministry."* 

The settlement advanced but slowly, and no minister 
was settled at that time. The Indians soon became 
mmblesome, and in a few years the settlement at North- 
Yarmouth was broken up like many others in the coun- 

«S«nv4B yagc 184. 
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try, and the inhabitants retreated to tlic neighbourhood 
of Boston. 

In 1722, the former inhabitants or their heirs return- 
ed from their dispersions and commenced the settlement 
anew. The settlement and support of z Minister was 
still a prominent object. A portion of land in the towsr 
was reserved for the first MiuFster who should be settled^ 
and continue in the Ministry among them five years i 
and another quantity was reserved for the use of the 
Ministry forever. In a few years a Meeting House wat 
builty and measures taken for the settlement of a Min^ 
ister. 

Rev. Ammi Ruhamah Cutter was the first candidate' 
employed In November ITSO, a Council was convo- 
ked at North-Yarmouth consisting of Rev. Mr. Jeffierd» 
fiom Wells, Rev; Mr. Smith from Falmouth, Rev. fi&. 
Thompson from Scarborough, and Rev. Mr. WilBard 
from Biddeford, widi their Delegates ; a Church of 
aine male memliers was organized, and Mr. Cutter was* 
ocdatned. He continued Pastor of the Chut ch for tfao- 
space of five years. Some dissatisfaction then arising» 
Mr. Cutter was dismissed in an orderly inannes» witfar 
the advice of a Council* 

The next Minister of North-Yarmouth was Rev. NidU- 
olas Loring. He was ordained in about a year aite» 
the dismission of Mr. Cutter, and continued in the pas- 
toral office, happily with the people and. usefully amoi^ 

*It is not certainly known at tlii« day whether Mr. Cutter ever entcrtd* 
Me ministry again. Gov. BulllTan states (page i6s) that he wm aftcrwgrdib 
commander of a. Fort tx faco rivet, and kept a trading house Ibr tfiftHh 
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tliem, until his death, which took place in August 1T63. 
Rev. Edward Brooks was their uext Pastor, beiug or- 
dained July 4th, 1764. In less than two years after the 
settlement of Mr. Brooks a series of difficulties com* 
tnenced, which in about three years terminated in a dis- 
solution of the pastoral relation. This event finally 
took place in March 1769. After the dismission of Mr. 
Brooks, Mr. Tristram Gilman Was employed as a can<* 
didate, and in August of the same year received a call 
to settle. But the late difficulties had alienated the 
minds pf many of the Church and Society, and caused 
a division that rendered it somewhat doubtful to Mr. 
Gilman .how he ought to answer the calL At length 
it was agreed by all concerned to invite a Council, and 
submit all the difficulties existing among them to their 
decision, and after examination, shpuld they advise to 
It, Mr. Gilman should be ordained. A Council was 
assembled accordingly, and af\er continuing in session 
two days proceeded to ordination. This took place on 
the 8th of December 1769. Mr. Oilman's ministry con* 
tinned nearly forty years. In the autumn of 1808, he 
began to decline, and after languishing through the 
winter he died April 1, 1809. 

At the funeral of Mr. Gilman, Mr. Francis Brown 
b^ng named to some individuals as a suitable success 
soTf he was soon invited to preach on probation, and 
wiU ordained pastor of the Church in January 1810, 
Rer. Mr. Brown continued in the Ministry at North- 
Yflnnouth but little more than five years. In the year 
18i5, he was elected to the Presidency of Dartmouth 
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College^ and by the advice of a Cmmcil remored ^onr 
the people of hift charge. 

Another Pastor was sooa found for the Church at 
North-Yarmouth. This was Rey«. Joseph Wait Cuiti8», 
who was ordained in Juse 1816^ The ministry of lAv 
Curtis was of short duration. He was subject to n nerw 
Tous afiection which depressed his spirtcs, and in his own 
▼iew rendered it expedient he should be dismissed* He 
accordingly requested of the people a dismission, which^ 
after taking the advice of a Council^ wasi granted ia 
Jan. % 1817.* 

After a vacancy of about ten months Rev. iSamnel 
Woodbury was ordained, Nov. 5th, 1817* Mr. Wood* 
bury's health soon began to fail, and in July 181% he 
died at Groton in Massachaseus, where he had slopped 
for awhile when on a journey to regsun his health. The 
present Pastor of die Church, Rev* AsaCummingSi,was 
(tfdained in February, 1821. 

The state of religion in the first Church at Nmfc- 
Yarmouth has been generally flourishing. Forty seven 
persons were received to the Church during the five 
years of Mr. Cutter's ministry^ At the time of Rer. 
Mr. Loring's ordination the Church solemnly renewed 
tlieir Covenant, which gives evidence that some quick* 
ening influences of the Spirit were ftlt there at that 
time. In the year 174% there appears to have been a 
special attention to religion. Thirty one persons were 
admitted to the Church during that year. But the year 



«Mr. CmtU luif ilnee bees McfU m »IMHlMurf, aa^ kas fiosny iMcn !»- 
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1791 is the most remarkaUe in the religious anaak of 
North-Yarmouth. Mr. Gihnan had been preaching 
there for twenty two years» and casting abroad the good 
seed of the word, free from those mistures nrhich ate 
sometimes artfully tried to make the doctrines of the 
Gospel pakteable to the depraved ustes of men. But 
no particular effect had been perceived* Through the 
whole of this term however, the Holy Spirit seemed bo- 
▼ermg over the people, for some one or more persons 
were always under serious impressions. But in the year 
1791, the Spirit descended in copious measures. "Du- 
ring that year, there was a truly wonderful revival of 
idigton m North-Yarmouth^ a revival which, with re* 
spect to all its circumstances had not then^ and proba* 
bly has not since been equalled in the State of Maine. 
The whole town felt that God indeed, was present } op« 
position dared not shew itself ; and all seemed to make 
die anxious inquiry, what shall we do to be saved. The 
house of God was filled even to overflowing on the' Sab* 
bath, and lectures during the week and in different parts 
of the town, were much crowded. Multitudes were 
added to the Lord daily.''^ "In May of this year there 
were living in town, and in regular standing in the 
Cfaarcb 94 members. From this time to December fbk 
lowing there were added 94* members. From Decem* 
ber 1791 to 6eptembei;^1793 theie were added 51 mem- 
bers more.''f 
The year before Bfr. GSman's death was abo a seA» 



«MamM^rift blitorr of the iitt Ouwcb «k Nefth-yarmonth oa tke Slct of 
Cwnberland AModatioa, 
^Mr. OUamKrmoa ft the tfcath •# Jn^c Milchen paft f^. Ifett, 
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sod 6f some awakening, and thirteen were added to the 
Church. The whole number admitted to the Church 
by Mr. Gilmafi was 300. His ministry, taking eyetf 
circumstance into view, may be considered as the most 
successful of any Minister ever settled in the State. 

The beginning of Rev. Mr. Brown's ministry wai 
also distinguished by some special attention to religion, 
and forty eight persons were received into the Chureh 
in about two years after this settlement The whole 
number received into this Church from its formation 
to the year 1812, is 605. 

HAftPSWSLL. 

The town of Harptwell, as we batve already observed, 
was a part of North-Yarmouth. Sullivan thus speaks 
of it^— ''near to Stevens' purchase, and on the sea, is a 
neck of fine land, called Merryconeag, now m the towd 
of Harpswell, which was purchased in the year 1674 by 
Mie William Lyman, but after the purchase from Gor- 
ges' grandson by the colony of Massachusetts, ^md in 
the year 1682 the lands were granted by the govern* 
nent to the College."* Merryconeag is the Indiaii 
name «f the neck of land which connects the town with 
Bnmswick,'and by some is still applied to the place. At 
early as the year 175Q, it was set off from Northi*Yari< 
riK>utb as a District, or Parish, and six years after, it 
was incorporated as a distinct town. The 'first Brtacli* 
cr at this plaee^wal Ricluml PateshaU. He wai gra^ 
duated at Harvard College in 1735, but is not marked 
as a minister in the Catalogue. Mr, PktediaU fMmia* 

#Sullbraa page 146. 
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td at Harpswell two or t&ree yeaf s, and built a hou^ 
tbere^but was nerer ordained. After him a Mr. Pack- 
ard was employed, but received no invitation to settle. 
In -1753, Rev. Elisha Eaton, who had once been set* 
tied in a Parish in Braintree, was employed to preach as 
a candidate for s^tlem«nt. A Church was soon organs 

Mzed, and Mr. Eaton was installed its Pastor. The 
Council on this occasion cottsfsted of Rev. Mr. Smith 
of Portland, Mr, Loring of North-Yarmouth, and Mr. 
Allen of Cape Elizabeth. Mr« Eaton preached himself 
on the occasion. He lived happily with the people a« 
bout eleven years. He died in April 1764. A cancer 
on his lip, was the cause of his death, yet he continued 
to preach until within about tfiree months of his de- 
cease* 

iSoon after the dea;th of Mr. Eaton the Church and 
Society appointed a day of fasting and prayer, and invit* 
ed the neighbouring Ministers to attend with them. 
Mr. Brooks of North- Yarmouth, Mr. Milkr of Bruns* 
wick, and some others attended. After the public ser- 

, Tiees»^ the Clergymen present naiped to the people three 
persons as, in their judgment, suitable candidates for 
thaBi» "vis. Mr. Samuel Eaton, the son of their former 
Minister, Mr. Foxcroft, who afterward settled at New- 
Gloucester, and Mr, Fessenden, who subsequently set- 
tled at Fryeburg ; advising them first, to hear Mr. Ea^ 
ion, and should they not be pleased with him to procure 
one of the others. Mr. Eaton, who was then preach- 
ing, smd who had been called to settle in New^Glouces- 
ter, was accordingly invited, and complying with the re- 
questwasordained there in October V!5^'^on\jsix months 
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after his Father's death. Two years after this, the toWo 
was fm wo ur e d with a remarkable shower of diTine graccfy 
and sixty-seven persons were added to the Church in 
the space of eight months. Rev. Mr« Eaton still re» 
mains Pastor of the Church and although at the advanc* 
ed age of eighty-four years is able to discharge most of 
his parochial duties with as much fidelity and perhaps 
more, than many of his juniors. 

FftBEPOftT* 

The northeasterly part of North-Yanfionthy smd a 
tract of land called ** Prouts Gore/' were incorik)rated 
hi February 1789f by the name of FreeporL In De- 
^mber of that year ten members were dismissed from 
the first Church in North-Yarmouth who uniting with 
others, were on the 21st day of that month, organized 
as a new Church. Seven days after this, Rev. Alfred 
Johnson was ordained its Pastor. Mr. Johnson's mm- 
istry at Freeport continued about sixteen years, la 
September 1805, he was dismissed at his own request, 
and installed at Belfast the same month. The neit 
Minister at Freeport was Rev. Samuel Veazie. H« 
was ordained December 10th 1806. In less than tWQ 
years Mr. Veazie's health began to decline, and he W98 
soon found to be in a settled consumption. 

^ The circumstances of his death were peculiarly dis- 
tressing. On the night of Feb. 5, 1^09, while confined 
to his chamber, in the house of Mrs. Veazie's mother* 
and supposed to be near his dissolution, the lower part 
df the house was discovered to be in flames* He was 
with difficulty removed t9 the house of Mr. Bartoli his 
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brother in laW, in one of the most severe snow storms 
known for many years. The exposure was thovght to 
have accelerated his exit, which took place the next 
Ay.*'* 

In JunefeUowing, the Church and people presented a 
call to Mr. Jaazaniah Crosby to settle with them» which 
be declined, and is since settled in Charlestown in New* 
Hampshire. 

In February I8IO9 Kev. Reuben Nason was ordained 
at Freepotty and remained Pastor of the Church for a 
Uttle more than five years. Difficulties then arose, and 
Mr. Nason requested a dismission, which was granted 
on the advice of a Council in June 1815. For more 
than a year the Church was destitute of a stated Pas- 
tor. Several preachers were employed, and in NoVa 
18169^ Rev. Enos Menill was ordained, and is their 
present Mimster. 

CUMBERLAND. 

The fourth Church organized within the ancient limk 
its of North-Yarmouth was in that part of the town 
which has recently been incorporated by the name of 
Cumberland. 

In themondi of September 1793, twenty-six members 
of the first Church who lived in the westerly and norths 
westerly parti of the town requested a dismission in ori 
der tx) be organized as a new Churchi Their requesl| 
was granted, and they became a distinct body. Th€| 
next spring and summer, more members of both sezgi 
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'vrere dismissed from the ancient Church, to.tbis^makbg 
in all more than sixty. A Parish was polled frum the 
other, and on October ^Sd, 1794, Rev. Rnfus Anderson 
was ordained Pastor of the Church. He continued in 
this relation about the space of ten years, vheasome 
difficulties arising, he solicited and received a dijunissiony 
and was afterwards installed at Wenham, in Essex Coun* 
ty, where he died* After the dismission of Mr. Ander- 
son, the people in this Parish employed several candi- 
dates. Rev. William Riddel, who had been dismissed 
from Bristol, and a Mr. Holman were severally invited 
to settle but declined. At length, in October 1806» 
Rev. Amasa Smith, who had been recently dismissed 
from Turner, was installed to the Pastoral office in this 
Church. But in process of time troubles arose, the 
Parish became weakened, and in April 1820 Mr* Smith 
was dismissed at his own request. During the summer ^ 
following the Church and Society invited Mr. Joseph P. ^ 
Fessenden to settle with them, which he dedined. The 
present Pastor of the Church, Rev. Samuel Stone^ was 
ordained in May 1821. 

In the year 1806, a second territorial Parish wafi 
formed in the northerly part of North-Yarmoudit'^.to* 
ward New-Gloucester. In September o^ that year, 
eight males were dismissed from the first Church, and 
six from that in the west part of the town, and a new 
Church was organized. On the same day ReT« John 
Dutton was installed its Pastor. Soon after this fifteem 
females being dismissed from the two sister Churches im 
the town, joined this new Church which enlarged by the 
accession of a number from the world, presented a 
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flouiishing aspect. The ministry of Mr. Dutton con- 
tinued little more than seven years. In the spring of 
1814» he was di|miss^d by x^iutual consient. Ht is since 
settled in Pomfret in Vermont. After the dismission of 
Mn Dutton, the people enjoyed only occasional preach- 
ing,'tiU February 1818, when Rev. Otis Crosby Whi* 
toii9 the present Minister, was ordained* 

In 1808, the northwesterly part of Freeport was in- 

corporated as anew town by die nailieof Pownal, and 

,...— '-'•■■ • • 

in about three years after a Church of .ten members 
was ffathered, and Rev. Perez Chapin' ordained. Thts 

— .••■• 

wsLs in March 181U Two of the original members of 
the Church were dispiissed from die ancient 1st Church, 
in Nortli-Yannouth. Mr. Chapin continues to be the 
wxuster of tl^ people. His labours have been pecu*. 
^ttkrly blessed, espe;cially in the year 18179 when about 
^pfixty persons were gathered into the Church* 

In 1818« tiie ancient first Parish in North-Yarmouth 

^ •■'....•..'• 

built a new meetinghouse, and removed the stated pub* 
lie Worship from what was termed the *< Forcside" to the 
^ Falls." This produced 4i disunion which ended in the 
incorporation of a new Parish iajbe vicinity of the old 
meetingjiouse, called the *' Chapel Congregational So- 
ciety.'' In May 1820, a Church t>f thirty six members 
was organized there, «nd !n October following, Rev. 
Noah Cresey, formerly of NofWay, was instalWits Pastor. 
Thus in the space of ninety years since the organizar 
tioD of the £rst Oiurch in North-Yai mouth five towns 
have grown up in die same tenitory, and six Congrega* 
tional Churches are now found "^'here some thirty years 

ance, only one existed. 
I .G 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

1734. 

Our attention will next be directed to the setfekments 
Made at the mouth of Kennebeck river, particolarl j the 
towns of Georgetown, Woolwich, Batbf and Pfaipp^ 
burgh. In 1 607, Sir George Popham's pacty spent sever* 
al nionthfi in what is now Georgetown atiid Fhipsburgfau. 
A few scattered settletnetits were made a$ early as IG30 
on the banks of the Kennebeck, and near its mouth* 
Still they were few for many years. In 167(^Capt. Syl«: . 
vanus Davis, who was that year a member of his Ma* 
jesty's Council, stated tO the Govemour that there wcna 
thirty families on the east side of the Kennebeclji^ 
and about twenty* Dn the western side, betw^to ••tifc. 
Chops,*' which is now the tipper part of Bath, and tlAji 
mouth of the river, tt was not until after the (l6ioH| 
ittencement of the next century that any regiiMfr ffljwn^"* 
was organized. The Arst corpotation in the County or *• 
Lincoln was Georgetown. Here was planted the first" 
Church in the County. The first Minister who came lo* 
to this region, and of whom any account can now be 
ioxindy was a Mr. Baxt<Jii^ missionary who accompaniCT 
Govemour Shute toArousic* Island in 1717, when 
the Governour held a conference with the Indians about 
\he lands on the Kennebeck. f Whether Mr. Baxter t«» 
mained in this quarter or returned with Govemoot - 
Shute does not appear. 

* The name of this Island Is sometimfi tpt]t iUrowsike and sometlmti 
Aroiulc. and the plahution was formerly often called ** R'ju. iclE.**«-Sc^ 
Presbyurtol Records. 

t iiutcliln^n*s Hist. Mauachosccts Vbl 2, page at8. 
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A considerable part of the early settlers of George- 
town were strongly attached to the Presbyterian form of 
Church government, and a part were as much attached 
to Congregationalism, and hence dissentions arose eaily. 
In n34fy Rev.. William McClanethan» or lifcClanakin, 
Presbyterian Clergyman^ who had been ordained as an 
, Evangelistf was employed. as a preacher here. No less 
J than ^irty xnales» then Presbyterian Church members, 
* were living in the tfiwn. It seems probable, from all 
circumstances! that they were embodied as a Presbyto- 
rian Church. ^ Although no record of such a tran£a9« 
iion can now be found. Mr. M^lanethan preached at 
' Cikorgetown occasionally for about ten years, but does 
not appear to have had th^ pastoral care of iho Church, ' 
^ in 173B, a committee was raised to procure a Minister 
^ 4^ town. Mr. James Morton a Presbyterian Clcr- 
^^"^gjWkti i#as procured, aAd remained with the people a* 
l>oiifr two years. Meanwhile the difficulties remained 
unsettled between the Presbyterians and Congregational* 
ists. Neither party were able to support a Minister 
alone, and were still so nearly balanced as tha4: neither 
wAuld yield. In 1739, a committee was raised in the 
town to consult together and devise a way for the am. 
icSible adjustment of the difficulties previous to the settle- 
ment of a Mmister. Sut their object was not effected, 
and the next year found them still in difficulty. 

Fourteen persons, from both parties, now entered into 
a voluntary association for the purpose of reconciling 
their differences, that a way might be opened to give 
Mr. Morton a call. But all these attempts proved un- 
^uccessfijlj and in July of the same year ^174^^ xh^xovrix 
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diose two committieesy one for the Presbyterians, and tB^ ' 
Other^ thd Cbi^r^gsftionidists, who wm dSfh Wract- 
ed to ptoaxtt a Mhditj&r for the patty to which Hiity 
belonged. Thri KjiiMSur^ vd have been an imSaSL 
JAgfetthent wheii tiicf^ ibirnd Uiey 'cbdid iki^a^it^ 
Ht the sddw lileetifig thto tbwn In thieit toipotiStCcmfi^ 
tj voted t(ftay ^ ^ch- Mmiiter aC«h^ n^L^ iitS^^ 
year, and sh^d tbeii^ W'bm one^at'a^ppn^iitiie 
lownteshbuldreeclTe 1^. Ili» 3ilra» ^i^^ 
View 6f the ^ddhidffiU kbonr whli^ m flirf c£i4 mifld 
devolve liiHftihfaL- ^'^'"' "' " * :^ ,r-^ ---i^ 
' The year foUknping, the Ficsbytdrian* invited Ifr. 
Morton to setUewitlfth^ which he deZHned.' IglT^ 
i>oth So€i^e» bdn^dlMttiV'ors^^^^ ^'^ 

engagedlKfi-. M^iGlsiSet&aii iigatn for 'i fe^^'Oi V 
xy of 200/. In 1749, ' the^^^i^ agjSi^<^l 
Hev. Robert Rtttheribrd'^"««ga^ fora H^l 
•lnSeplemtjrf<if'iii^(&lto'^"y^^ ^^ 

ists in the town kpp6i^tea' Mi'. Samnel Deniiy fl) pif% . 
^re them a clndidal64:6 ftHcbT i^Sti ' a view -to*'se^ 
|nent,'and'diy«tt2d1unf tcT tSft^ th^'adri^e^lhett&P 
^Uters hi Boston In te^ard tcTU^ 'pehcuC^ JBul it''ia^ 
^ appear dn^ aih^'{)8rs6i3 wW obtamed. '^'Sep&mEer ' 
'174:7 fcrahd ]drel)toi$le stffl^ d&titiitif^ oif a Minlstdl^d 
Tit that'tiffle Mri^aftief 'MitSifeH" waSf Smplbyeff'^nnfil 
April fdQowlflg. * Iif iisk stiirfmef "df iHs, alneKSi. "^ 
gerwas dispatched tb attSnd'thi^lJbec^ingdfUle'^rei^^ * 

• Mr. Miccbell was from PcotUnd, gradiutcd ^t tlie Ui||renity in ttln< 
^urgh, tlcensed-by fh^ Mttoh fresbfcW alfllhg at lfo8roii^&'''iT4^t v^i t^ % 
^corgetowtriifaSSIieepKoliD k^47;'inA ieAlld''«f9eNnTf!irtRpe«biil6'tQ 



'^•» 
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Ury at LAMonderry to obtain -a preacher for the Prcs- 
bjpterians. The Presbytery, sent to Georgetown Mr. 
Alexander Boyd.* It was the practice of the Presbytery 
to Mtl^ider erery candidate they licenced 21s under their 
care, and amenable to them, at least for several years* 
^Jlence when the Church and people at Georgetown be- 
came fdea^ with Mr. Boy^ and proposed to settle hini 
they sent their call to the Presbytery, and also presented 
it to the candidate. *Tbis took place in August 174*9. 
But the Presbytery Ukd heard from Scotland some re- 
ports to the disadvantage of Mr. Boyd, and therefore 



^^f.The Recordft of the B(Mton Presbytery at their session at Pclham June 
14, 17^ contain the folfowing information respecting Mr. Boyd. " Mr. Mc- 
wegore Informed the Presbytery tlut one Mr. Alexander Boyd, a yoong man of 
4>*fJL&^al edncationr having arrived at Boston being, recommended to their 
|ra|6ea an/A having produced to them a certificate of his attending the study 
(F'.' pf Di||fBity atjhe University of Glasgow, they had put some pieces of trial 
talto bis haral, and required htm to have them in readiness against the 
"^inecu^ of tlic Presbytery. The Presbytery approved of their conduct and 
agreed tb take tlic said Mr. Boyd opou trial. Mr. Boyd being called upon 
waa lequired to deliver his Exegesis de necesitate satisfactionis Chrlsti, and 
having defended the Thesis the Presbytery were satisfied therewith as a 
yazt of his trial. Mr. Boyd delivered the Lecture appointed him upon the 
ajrd Pnhn, and it was approved as a part of his trial. Mr. Boyd being tried 
by extempore qnebtions was approved, idr. Boyd tuving delivered a popnr 
Ur discourse fiom Rom. x. 15, it was approved as a part of his trial, and 
luvii^ read and explained some part of the New Testament he was required, 
and In the following manner did subscribe the confession of faith— I do hen> 
by prafiess that tbe Westminster Confession of faith contains a qnost exceU 
lent tommary of tlie doctrines, duties, and government of the Cliristian 
ffd%10D, and at socli I make an explicit profession of my belief of its articles 
r by flabscriblng my name. ALEXANDER BOYD- 

Mr. Boyd was then appointed to supply Gorgetown for the next thre* 
jMmths with a disaetlooarjr power to go to WhifbCMMt and Vhcepcoat, a» 
he Jtidgei It mU^" 

• »-■ 
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returned thf call ta the Chorch ,4t Georgetown under 

cover to Major Dennjis and af <he>e6Mf'tjlllatM1&eii 

candidate to appear brfo^ thao; -" Ili'OctdUrlondinBg 

Mr. Boyd appeared htfot%ibeTrea>yfxif^&iaysSC^^ 

that, before he left Scotland, he bkSf' Ub' )gi i^ffg^Ek 

manner, married a certain Mary Qndbaii"; vnndfhkfBf 

bad studiously^ eoncealed frotti the ' FresBy ^cfy oTit^ 

time of receivmg license from then? tO i^&l'; ^H5t*E^' 

ttbW decla^d his intention to' send 'for lier, and treaEli^ 

as his wif(^ The Presbytery sharply tibttlSi *ih& ifwr 

his d»p1icity» but as he appesh-ed peniient^^iS^'conUtfui^ 

his license. * After awtule he'returo^ ag^tq'IGf^^ 

town, and in June 1750, tlie peo|>Ie ren^Rred- th^ff'li^ 

vitation for his settlement, and about the same tupe he 

1 - 

was invited also to settk at New-Castle. The Fredfy* 
t«ty recommended both calls tofjiili condderatiofli. 
Vdi at chat time' he thought fit tb decline CK^M'''1»^i^ 
Mr. Boyd still continued preaching under the^tf^ct^ 
of thePresbyfeeiy, and spent a considerable part of hit 
time b the neighbbtirhood of Kentiebcftk 'Riyer.'"\ J& 
the'year 1751, the peopWdi Geoi^etown agamsi^cited 
him to settle with them, and in November of ^at year 
he acceded to their req\iest. The movements fojT'hift 
pttiilaitiexti establishment were vfeVy sloMir. ' ThSf FFesbyl 
tery had'the maxiagement of ^ sijfair's respecting ity'ano 
for some reasons ^|low unknown they declined expediting 
his settlement. At length, in October 1752; tfae'Frefi 
bytery ihade'^ coh^ttdhal'etirgsige^dht to'' dfdsffi llB^ 
Sbyd fbr'the Chur^' and people in' OWj^etom 










ISI%ui&r ficht?'^^ 'tel Mmre ^ the difficulties whick 

■ «* ll*^"*!!?^' Tl »*'- V** .^••■•.1. ^■^* ' ' ^— i.^^.. ... ,J . .-^ 




m Mr. Bbyd or the OhiiBch at Gedfgetoyn. But ii stop 
«wrmt X6^m ^roceedin^y and Mr. Boyd preached iii» 

' SSoia^ tfiif ptkck' ■ "'^^^ " * ' • '^^ ' ' ' 

'Tortnorc than ten years after thist the people at 




been twin hetweea the contending, ^suties had cont^ 

raCra.not a l^lrto oilmen uie^han'ds qf botjb^ wd di^ 

conrage then* oesurts. But aqir hving seyeral yeaf s 

wicnoQt any preachm^ at all» they became more dispo- 

We ID ttmte. Tlie FresbTtenan party had either dimin* 

nfie^ or were wimnlf to yield their pecmi^ities, and 

tne mater part of the people became nominally Con- 

sii^tionalists. Whether the Church formally reiioun- 

ced Tresbytenanism, or whether it was reorganized on 

Congregational principles is altogether, unkpown. It 

existed m April 17p«> as a fpimal Chu^xh meeting was 

hoiden at that time^ and adioumied to May.4ai m the 

same year, when five Deacons were chosen. It would 

seem from thisdrcumstance either that t^p Church was 

awftft .ot oi .".c-ur* nil'?-' v«u; ^..^^t /wi nr* «■/ »i*ii"* 

▼ery uuve, or that more labour was required of Dea* 

cons m that day tl^an is common now* 

ixxmd course of thfs summer, Mr. Ezekid Emerscnu 

of Uzbndgie m Massachusetts, came and preached at 

Georgetown as a candidate for settlement, nejihortlj 

lecrivcd a call, and return^ m a&nMdve awnrnv 
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On July lst» 1765, the Covenant engagements were cub* .. 
scribed anew by Mr. Emerson, as Pastor elect, and eigfat 
male members.* Two days after this transacti(Hi» a . 
Council convened consisting of the Churches in Uz- 
Sridge, Upton, Brunswick, Haipswell,.and Woolwichp 
and after full inquiry and examination, Mr. £me|'S(m 
was ordained. On this occasion Mr. Millw, of Bmibs* 
wick, offered the introductory prayer, Mr. Webb, of U^- .^ 
bridge, preached, Mr. Fieh, of Upton gave the cha^jfi^' '^' 
and Mr. Winship of Woolwich presented the right han|i. 
Soon after the ordination the order of discipline in the 
Church was established by snndry rot^, and on ,the 
8th of September following, the members of the ^ j! 
Church were formally admitted to this, vtrfatch |iad'to i 
some respects assumed a new form. Nineteen mali|^ 
and eighteen females were admitted on tiiat day. It 
seems probable, that the old Church had become lax jn« * 
discipline, and having been long without a stated Pa^ 
tor, could hardly ascettain who were entitled to regular 
standing as members, and who were not. 

Soonafter the settlement of Rev. Mr. Emerson ther6 
was a great revival of religion in Georgetown ; many 
were admitted to the Chuich, and for several years there 
were more than 100 communicants. Mr. Emerson re- 
mained happily and peacefully with the people for about 
fourteen years. At that period the revolutionary war 
rendered his situation unpleasant. The settlements on 
the coast, and especially at the mouth of large rivers, 
were considered unsafe, the expences of the war lay 

♦Their names were John Parker, James McCobb, George Rogers, William 
atlfison, Michael Malcona, Daaid Mtne, Charles Foipc, and Thomat rcicc]r. 
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teary oa the people xad the depreciation of. the paper 

'ctttiency oTuie'Goaiitt; inxdeMr. Emerson's nominal 

"iUuT to be of little valne. All these cvcamstances jn> 

'Soced him to remove for it season. He accordingly 

■ncpended his ministrations at Geprntown, md pUng 

*ta fiuniljr lemored'vp tlw riTer to lllortidgewocfc, where 

' De'zeinaiaed until May lst> 1783. Ilie country^ ww 

'^ihen'at peace, aiid'tabing.Uie^vy^ of a Conncil con- 

d>4|sting '(^tM Churches in .Harpswellt Bmnfwick, ^nd 

^fMra< Yarmontlif he retonwd', lesumod'^is mimsterial 

Mboori is , Gebrgettn^'' ind condnned to t^fduti^ 

t&em «ttzdi(y ttid fai^ulfty until the ;;ear 1810. ,'At 

1^ time ^s nental ptmers , beeune im^ired to « em- 

E*lBaeni!ile*(!e^ee, and tie fonnS^it necessary to tet\re 

^llroiii't^ 'l^nisiryl Hci died Not! 9th, 18I5> at die 

'^ge of 79 J^ars. No person has yet been ordained la 

> %a *^^ '^^ present; Rev. Safnnel Sevnll, fqimerjy 

.,^^M Ewcomb, is preacKing in this place. 

7 ^Tt&e second Cbnich in this iwion wbich claims our 

notice was gatiiered at Woolwich This, towjni lies on 

'tM main land eut of Kenn^beck Riycr. It was^neient. 

1y considered, as a pari qf Georgetown. A few inhabi. 

''tants had pUoted (Hemselves In .^e town as ^arly as 

'i^$6,' niider Clati sui^ Lake, who erected mills there.* 

'^Tbe u^ns" calletT tLe place Jfaui^ag, jSir Wiiljam 

^ipswhdwas appointed Gov^nonr of MagachuiMa 

sn I$9% was'tom In -Woolwich. His parms SlSf-^ 

'pioi^ the jfirst settlers, an^ Jived on a FeoiDsvla on Moo* 

*Sir Bftf t.ikc'4 pclUton (0 the Kof )■ DFi *'"' if EnHtnn ptft ifi). 
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' fcag Bay.* But the town had not a rapid growtbt and. 
was not incorporated until 1759. In May 1764 Ifr. 
Josiali Winsbip came to Woolwich as a candidate tot 
fettlement. At th^t time there were only twenty fami- 
Keg in the town, and no more than two framed hpufts. 
In June of the following year^ a fmall Church was or* 
ganized, and Hev. Mr. Windiip was ordained.^ For 
c^. about fifty years Mr* Winfliip continued to perform alL,^ 

the ufual parochial duties in Woolwicht but havinyJbe»f 
come enfeebled by age> it was thought advisable^ by him 
and the people, that another Minister should be procure 
ed. Accordingly, in the autumn of i816» Mr. Jona^ 
than Adams was eng^iged, and in Febti: ary lucceedilg^ 
he was ordained as Coll^agnt Paftor* Both Minitfierv 
still remain. "■' • ^^£ 

The northerly part of Georgetown, now. Bath, wases«^ 
tablished as a second parish prior to the year 1 762, and 7' 
incorporated as a town in 1781. Iq 1762 there vfijjt ** 
living in that parish but one public professor of relig^Hv 
viz. Jdin Shaw, yet there were four others, viz. Benja^ 
min Thompson, John Bridges, Abner Lunt, and Joshua * 
Philbrook, who were considered pious men* In that 
year, Mr. Solomon Page was employed to preach in 
this parish, and died here during the summer. The 
next year Mr. Zabdiel Adams, afterward the Minister 
of Lunenburg in Massachusetts, was employed in this 
parish, and received from the people an invitation to 
settle, but declined. In 1764, Mr. John Whith was 

' preaching at this place. An unsuccessful attempt was 



«9tiiUvan page ?;. 
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to setde him. During the two followiDg years ^^ 
(k^ people had with them four candidates, viz. Ebene- 
zer Champney, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Bigelow, and Mr. Aaron 
Kenny. Neither of these was invited to settle. A 
little previous to this Mr. Emerson had been ordained 
in the first Parish in Georgetown, and, as has been al- 
ready related, a considerable revival of religion had ta« 
ken pUce tnere. The influence of the shower extended 
also to ib» second Parish. The people were excited to 
a-cbonderable degree, and Jiecame very anxious to ob> 
tain a Minister. In the beginning of the year 1767, 
Mr. Francis Winter was engaged to preach on proba- 
tion, and wa» ordained there toward autumn of the > 
'i^ptfifear. It is probable that a-tmall Church was or« 
Bubd at the time of Mr. Winter's settlement^ but no 
MBQfi of that transaction is now to be found. Rev. 
Mr. Winter rettiained the Minister of Bath about nine- .^ 
teen years. Some dissatisfaction having arisen in Jan. 
17W) he made a proposal to the town for dissolution of 
the rilption between them, which they accepted, and he 
was dismissed without a Council. 

For six yeais foUovring this event the people wfere in 
a broken state. Rev. Abraham Cummiiigs, Mr. Otis 
Crosby, and Mr. John Webber were their principal 
preathers. In 1791, a considerable attention to reli- 
gion was manifest in the town, and about fifteen per* 
sons were supposed to have become pious at tliat time. 
The {Hous men formed themselves into a Society for 
religious purposes, supposing that no Church existed in 
the town. It had been twenty four years since the or* 
dinatioa of Mr. Winter when it is probable a Church 
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#B'^^tnerecl, but being Verj^all at uie i>e^|iiurac. 
4: apd neVer miich iiiiitg^ at ailj WsJMjoenl p^imp 

w^ per&stpis; at thff tSnie' nearly extnidL" 
^' la tM spHor of 1791^ ^^i^ ite'pe^lerVe^ 

lOOS to obrain a Mtnutfer, aa impostor prettiitied rmv 



"^ aelf^ vfio Itad ivctf ffig6 do^^^thSn gm Hui 

fealh^tt w^UTit^^ He^lbelongg^^o ^ 
^ iiacf £eeiv€ petCtbgging lawyer in ihai otati^ iBii<Mi «ba 



fealh^tt w^UTit^^ He^lbelongg^^o ^ 
iiacf £eeiv€ petCtbgging lawyer in ihai Stati^ ^"^HLP^ ™^ 
itay jf NeW.VorL^ Afti^'Uiis^fe w«at^^^^^ 
'^ CoUnty' ' tn 'Masnchusett^ wi& the pn^nsed ^(3ieng&^ 
<tud]fiiqf Divinity ; bat being discovered u^some wf 
«• bas^io jlb:ct* he ibicoildc«U aii^ g^iflic to iMndmierrf 



n^> 




ber^'talUfdhunaiiiielfie^akimTi^iii]^ ,. 

41 Giniiih by bif t&V aacTprieiiiiiecl id be ca IBs way*^ a 
Wald6bbrougli 'to suf^^ty^tfae^'^Gennsui ^aeiy ^ereT^ 
As iliey Weittvieitiniti^W'a Mik«^^^1Si^le l^r^ 
. 4ed 't6 tarfy^ ^&* ttie& for a ftw'^S^bl^^^ 
he remained*' here, the pennam'at *Wd4o6D^^ 
lieard of Uniy and soitte 'of %heill 'ouhe to Yidt 



him'. Bat ihef ijaickly discovereT^fiat l^e was no tiei^ 
mari;aildKis real "^ain^ and 3iaradJfr 'soon' /oliowin|^ 
him, he immediately left the' place.— In me course*©^ 
the next year Mr.^ Hugh *Wallts was employ^ to priaA* 
at Bath, 'itod arrangeihents were made for liis ^dcv 
menC' The town had 'now mcrieased consi^mibly, ani 
socii^ties of diflerentdexioiinhatibns Had been foMedT'^It 
was dierefore tbooglit expedient to form a f^airisK £9^ 
linct froni the towh» and to brgaViize a new C3iiuFc]a.'^ 
Rev. Sir. WaOis was drdainedPasmr of iliiis Cimrch to* 
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' ''naml the close of 1795. The new Church was gathered 
princtpally from the religious Societ'y which had been for* 
med after the revival about four years previous. In a 
few years some difficulties arose in the Society,tandMr. 
WalUd requested a dismission, which after taking xh% 
opinion of a Council was granted. This event took 
place Julj^lSthy. 1800. For five succeeding years the 
pulpit was supplied a part of the time. The preachers 
were Mr. James Davis, Rev. Hezekiah May, Mr. Na*' 
dian Waldo, Mr. Bradford Mercer, and Mr. Samuel 
Robbins ; but neither of them were invited to settle. 
In the autumn of iS05, Rev. Asa Lyman was employ- 
ed, and in January following was installed Pastor of the 
Chnrch. Mr. Lyman's ministry at Bath continued about 
two years. In March 1808, he was 6hm\9se6. by mu- 

I taal consent, and the people were left destitute. The 
present Pastor of the Church, Rev. John W. Elling-^ 
wood, was'Ordained there November 4th, 1812. 

A little previous to Mr. Lyman's settlement at Bath 
diote iidiabitants of the town, who had not formally uni* 
ted wttk any of the societies already established, propo*- - 
ced to organise themselves, and settle a Minister distinct 
from the other Congregational Parish. On the 2 1st of 
December 1805, a Church of ten personvwas organi- 
sed, and Rjev. William Jenks was ordained. All the 
other rdigiouft societies in the town had been formed 
as poll-parishes. This embraced the residue of the 
town, and according to established usage is the first 
Parish, while the Church connected with it being later 
10. date than the other, is, of course^ the second Church. 
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Mr. Jenks remained in Bath a little more than tmiwt 
years. In the anthmn of 1812, he was elected Frofei- 
sor of the oriental languages in Bowdoin College ; and 
about the same time was invited to take die Pastord 
care of the first Church in Pottsmouthf then vacant by 
the death of the much lamented Dr. Buckminster. A 
Council was convened in November of that Tear^^wfao 
advised Mr. Jenks to give k negative answer f the caQ 
of the Church in Portsmouth, but to accept the Profes- 
sorship at the College, as he could discharge the duties 
of this, without the necessity of being dismissed from 
Bath. This was accordingly done. But the Societir 
at Bath was small, and had to struggle with many .diffi- 
culties ; and in February 181S, the civil contract be- 
tween Rev. Mr. Jenks and the Parish was dissolvedf and 
he removed to Boston, but by desire of the Church be 
still retains Us pastoral relation to them. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
17*3. 

At tVindhani in Cumberland County the next iclig^i 
tons establisbment was made ; and as the settlements in 
Gorhamwere made about the same time, we shall find 
it convement to sketch the history of both Churches in 
<Ae Cihapter. 

" The land m Windham was granted previous to the 
year 1740. Most of the original proprietors belonged 
to Marblehead in Massachusetts, and-the plantation took 
the name of New-Marblehead and was incorporated by 
its present name in 1762. On the first settlement of 
tiheir town, the Proprietors took measures to provide for 
the regular support of a Minister. They procured as 
a can^date Mr. John Wight, and in the month of De- 
tfsmber 1743, a Church of six persons wa^ formed, and 
Rev. Mr. Wight ordained. He lived and laboured in 
the Gospel there until his death, which took place in the 
summer of 1754. At this time the Indians were ex- 
ceedingly troublesome in and about Windham ; the in- 
habitants lived in great jeopardy, and being few in num- 
ber, and feeling themselves unable to support a Minis- 
ter, they petitioned the General Court foi aid, by oblig- 
ing the proprietors of land there to settle and support a 
Minister among them. * After several years some aid 
was obtained in this way, and another Minister ordain- 
ed. This was Rev. Peter Thatcher Smith, the son qf 
Rev* Mr. Smith of Portland. He was ordained Sept. 

4 Piovince laws page isKf. • 
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22nd 176% at which tune there were onlj thtrty-oine 
families in the town. Mr. Smith remained in the mfaw 
i^trj nearly thirty years. He was at length dismissed 
by mutual consent in ITOOy and is still living in the 
town, a respectable magistrate, and member of the 
Church. 

The third Minister of this people was Rev. Nathan- 
iel Stone, who was ordained October 1st 1798. After 
remaining in the pastoral office a little more than six 
years, Mr. Stone was dismissed without any ecclesiastical 
formalities, according to a previous arrangement be- 
tween him and the people. This event took place in 
February 1805. During the ministry of Mr. Stone the 
\ands reseived in the town for the use of the ministry 
were sold, the money funded, and a foundatioa thus laid 
fbi the future support ef the Gospel in the town. Not* 
withstanding this the people were destitute of a stated 
Minister moTe than four years. At length, in the sunK 
mer of 1809^ Rev. Asa Lyman, who was employed in 
a School in the town, was engaged to preach. In SeptenN 
her of that year he was invited to take^ the pastoral 
charge of the Church, and a Cowicil was assembled to 
consummate the contemplated union. But finding that 
it was not considered as a permanent settlement the 
Council declined proceeding, and on November SOth 
the Church installed him. This relation continued a- 
bout six months, and they were again left destitute^ 
Rev. Gardiner Kellogg b the present Pastor of the 
Church, who was installed April 25th 1811. 

Windham has nevet been favoured with such an a^ 
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tention to religion as might be termed a general revival, 
Jmd consequently the Church has always been small. 
When it was organized, in 1743, it consisted of six per- 
sons beside the Pastor, When Mr. Smith was settled in 
176% there were fourteen members, and when Mr* 
Stone was ordained in 1798, only two male members 
of the Church could then be found. The number is 
Still inconsiderable. 

The town of Gorham was originally settled about the 
same time with Windham, but no Church was gathered 
there until about seven years after the oidination of Mr, 
Wight. Rev. Solomon Lombard was the first settled 
Minister of Gorham, and was ordained at the time of 
•the Organization of the Church in the year 1750. " Af- 
ter some years the Church and people became dissatis- 
fied with him, upon what account is not now known. 
In January 1757, a Council was called with a view to 
dismiss him. Three fourths of the Church appeared 
against him ; but proved nothing to sat>i>fy the Council 
that he ought to be dismissed. They advised, that he 
should continue to preach to those, who adhered to him, 
as be had declared himself ready to do, depending on 
their pleasure for support. The aggrieved party with- 
drew, by consent of the Church, and chose Mr. Towns* 
hend their Pastor, who was set apart by lay ordination. 
He is said to have been a humble man and a faithful 
Preacher ; but -was acknowledged neither by Mr. Lom- 
bard nor the neighbouring Ministers."* Mr. Townshend 

♦ M^nnKtipt History of the Church in Gorham, on the files of CuaibfT- 
Juil A^ociation* 
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lived but a few years. After his death a coBciliatiag 
spirit appeared, and a reunion of the :Church was pro* 
posed, provided Mr. Lombard should be dismissed.""* 
This was agreed to by all concerned, and aConnciiwas 
invited consisting of the first Church in BiddeCn-dttfae 
second in Scarborough, and the Church in Biixioii^finr 
the purpose of dismissing Mr. Lombard, and imftinig 
die two Churches in one. * This took place on All* 
gust 15th 1764. 

Soon after the dismtvsion of Mr. Lombard, the peo- 
ple sought a candidate for settlement, and employed 
Mr. Peletiah Tingley with that vtew. In Febmaty 
1769, the town gave him a call to ^ttk, which be 4e* 
elined. Toward the winter foHowing Mr. .teiah 
Thatcher was -engaged to supply the pu]^i^ and in Oc« 
tober of the following year he was ordained to the pas* 
toral care of the Church. After same years difficukief 
arose, and in August 1779^ by advice ofCcroneilhe 
was -dismissed. The people had now occasional preMsk^ 
ing, but employed no person with a view to^ettletneifl: 
for about two years. In August 17B1, Mr. Caleb lewelt 
was employed to preach for sci mjonths. In January fol- 
lowing the people gavehimacaH, and iaNo^emiier 
17B3, he was ordained. .Mr. Jevrett ccmtinued ia the 
ministry at Gorham^out 17 yeaai. He was ootfbr* 
mally ^iismisscd, hut xeased preaching about the hcgia- 
ning of the year 1800, aadjdied soon after. 

The next Minister of this people was &ev. Jesemiah 
Noyes. He was ordained November 16th 180S,^iit 



* Recoriis of zad Church in SowtOJtpttgh. 
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was soon taken off his labours by ill healthy and died in 
about three years after his settlement. For two years 
after the death of Mr. Noyes the Church was in an un- 
settled state, but toward the close of that period Rev. 
Asa Rand, the present Pastor of the Church, was em- 
ployed as a candidate^ and ordained January ISth^ 
1809. 



i 
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CHAPTER X. 
1747. 

BHUKSWICK. 

The first settler in tliis town was a Mr. Purchase^who 
lived near the head of Stevens' river, and traded witk 
the Savages, of whom he obtained grants of lands in 
the year 1675. * The ancient settlement was called 
Pegypscott, from the Pegypscott Indians, who formerly 
inhabited the region of Androscoggin river, and in* 
eluded what is now Topsham as well as Brunswick. 
The inhabitants were few in the early settlement, and in 
the year 1 6dOthe town was entirely depopulatedf Thir- 
ty years after, some of the former inhabitants returned 
with others, and in May 1735, they petitioned to be in* 
corporated as a town. The petition was signed by 
twenty-nine persons. Among the reasons assigned why 
their request should be granted, they stated that they had 
procured " a pious and orthodox Minister" to settle 
with them, and considered it necessary to be vested with 
power to lay a tax in order to raise money for his sup- * 
port. This petition was Immediately granted, but by 
some mistake the act of the Legislature did not receive 
the signature of the Governor until June 27th, 1737. 
The Minister refered to in the petition was Rev. Rob- 
ert Rutherford. At what time he began to preach in 
the town is uncertain, probably from all circumstances, 
about the time the inhabitants petitioned for incorporar 



« Hubbaid cited by €ulUvan page I77< 
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tioB. He was the only Ilfinister of Brunswick for seven 
years. It does not appear diat any Church was gather- 
ed during his Ministry, nor that he had any regular or- 
dination there. A civil contract only was made between 
him and the people, and a regular salary offered him. 
provided he spent his life among them ; but he left the 
place in the early part of the year 1742. * In June of 
that year a committee of the town were authorized to 
agree with Rev. Jonathan Pierpont to preach two or 
three months. In September of the>same year it was vot- 
^ m town meeting ** that Rev. Samuel Osborne an4 
Rev. James Morton, be neither of them employed in the 
public work of the ministry in this town for the future.'^ 
This vote implies that they had lately preached there 
for a time. At the same meeting a person was appoint- 
ed to agree with some " orthodox** Minister to preach 
the ensuing winter as a probationer, and to settle if he 
and the inhabitants of the town could agrees In the 
month of November folk>wing, a person was sent to 
Falmouth to treat with Rev. Mr. Hodge, then at that 
place, respecting preaching at Brunswick for four or six 
inonths. The next Preacher at this place was a Mn 
Bosworth who laboured with the people a short time* 
In February 1744, an attempt was iptiade to settle Mr. 
James Morton, which failed, and the people were prob* 
ably destitue of stated preaching for about three years. 
In December 1746, the town voted to invite Mr. Rob- 
ert Dunlap to preach for them fox a term of time with 
a view to settlement, and agreed to pay him foun 
pounds old tenor per Sabbath. 

» Mr. Rutherford dted at TlMin«ton. SeeCfaaf). ittk*,. 
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• Mn Dunkp was boni ia Ireland, io tbe Omntjof 
AntrinDyand province of Ulster^ in'Attg«8tJL7I5. . He 
was educated at the Um venity of Edinbtirgh» and after 
having completed his Colkgiate couise» he commoiGed 
the study of Divinity* 

At the age of nineteen years he received>tbe degree of 
A. M. and was licensed to preach. In the spring of 
17369 he embarked for America. The vessel in which 
he ssuled was wrecked on the Isle of Sable, and Ht. 
Dunlap with some others of the crew were landed on 
the Isle of Canso. By direction of Govemour Shdby 
he was taken from this place in a small fishing vessel to 
Cape Ann in Massachusetts, and thence went to Boston. 
He soon left Bostcm and engaged in a School inDracut. 
In a short time he left Dracut, and removed to Nobl&- 
borough in Maine. After this he resided awhile at 
Boothbayy and then at Sheepscutt Bridge in New-Cas- 
tle, from which place he came to Brunswick. * After 
some time spent on pix>bationy the town agreed to settle 
him as their Minister, offering him an annual salary of 
200/. old tenor and to hire him a house duxing the war. It 
was agreed between Mr. Dunlap and the people that he 
should be ordained in Boston» and Deacon Samud 
Hinkley and Mr. Ebenezer Stanwood were appointed as 
commissioners to repair to Boston on behalf of the town, 
and xeceive Mr. Dunlap as their Mmister. According- 
ly, during the summer of 1747, Rev. Mr. Dunlap was 
ordained in Boston in themeeting-bouse of Rev. Andrew 



•« 



* Manuscript in possession of the Dunlap IkMnllyw 



lie IfewicF, Miatster df die ProtcstBat French Chuvcii,* 
if a Fresbyteij composed of Rev. Mr. Le Mercier, 

Rev. Mr* Mortal «>f Colrain, Rev. Mr. Davidsoi^y of 

l.QBdoAclerr)^ Rev. ybr. Wikon, and Rev iSr.hSjcLoth- 

Mr. Dualap costmued the Mioister of SniAswick »- 
boat thinaen years. Some difficulties had surueo be- 
tween him and die people respecting the paymeat of his 
salary,, and a Council ^as proposed to advijoe in tb^ 
case. Rev. Mr.. Smith of Falmouth, Rev. Mr. Morrill 
•of Biddefbrdp and Rev« Mr. Lorrain were invked. The 
xesult of this Council is not oow known, bat it led to 
the speedy dismission of Mr..JXinlapy which appears to 
have taken place iQ October 1760. f Another candi- 
date was immediately sought. The committee of- the 
town were directed to apply to .Mr« Fairfield or Mr. 
Whitwell to preach on., prpbatioat but neither of them 
were obtained. In August of the year ioUowing Mr. 
John Miller was engaged, and in December the Church 
and town concurred in giving him a calL In Novem* 



m**A null brick Cbnrck n^u.^uHt in Sdiool ttteet, {>; •oioe Ffloadi -Prot- 
aUnt% iHio camelkitlier (dter Loub 14th had revoked tb£ edict of Nantea 
in itfStf, and tvppresaed Protestantism in France, when many thousands Hu- 
fonots were obliged to le«ve It.' The descendants of the founders of titis 
kome, uthcy formed new conhexloaa gr«doa)ly dcopped off. TiMsewho re- 
nttiacd were few ianumb^» and the tupport of a Minister was aa espcmae 
they could not well cwtimic. The Rev. iLndrew Le Merder, a worthy 
chanctCT/ disisted from officiating. The house was afterwards purchased 
by a new todety and &ev/ Andrew Croswell histalled in it. It is now (i 794) 
naed at a aoman Catholic Chapd." Mast. Hist. Coll. Vol. s* P^ge *tf4« 

f Mr. Dnnlap wai never settledagain in the ministry. Ijte Ibed in Brvms* 
wick antil his death which cook place June 2$th iV7tf. 
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berl762»Mr.&CUerwasor€taiiied. V^ Utdecanbe 
ascertained respecting the sute of the Church prerious 
to this period} nor can any certab date be fixed for its 
organization. At the settlement of Mr. Donlap no 
mention is made of a Church act, and all the necessary 
measures were taken by the town* It is therefore snoK 
probable that Mr. Dunlap gathered the Church at some 
time after his ordination. It was originally established 
on Presbyterian principles, and so continued during the 
ministry of Mr. Dunlap. After the settlement of Mr* 
Miller it assumed a mixed character for about seven 
years. The number of Church members were then 
about seventy, among whom were seven Deacons. la 
the .year 1769, Mr. Miller declared himself a Con* 
gregationalist. Some few difficulties arose ia the 
Cihurch on this account, but they were soon amicably 
adjusted, and it appears that the Church consented to 
the alteration without a formal vote. For twenty years 
after the settlement of Mr. Miller, the Chuccb and peo- 
ple were su peace among themselves, and the Society 
Was in as prosperous a state as other Societies during 
those days of trial in the country. Several lay Exhort 
ters had, about that time, visited Brunswick, and been 
the occasion of no small division among the peoplew 
tn 1785, tho Church took the sul^ject under coBjttdeni* 
tion, but being somewhat divided in sentiment among 
themselves, it was thought best net to take any very 
decisive measures. But now a series of difficulties com- 
menced between Mr. Miller, and the Church and poft* 
pte. In June 1786^ the town voted to dismiss Mr. Mil- 
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ler. In May following the Church voted on the same 
subject) and found a majority of nearly two to one in 
favor of letaining him. This led to another town meet- 
ingt when ii majority was found in his favor. The dif- 
ficulties still continued, and in June 1788, it was pro- 
posed to call in a Council to advise them ; but there is no 
evidence that a council ever assembled on this occasion. 
Before the close of the year Mr. Miller died in Boston. 

After the death of Mr. Miller and before the settle^ 
ment of his successor, the town employed a number of 
candidates for settlement* In August 1 792, the Church 
voted to invite Mr. Abraham Moore to settle with them^ 
which he declined. 

Rev. Ebenezer Coffin^ their next Pastor, was ordain* 
ed June 23d 1794, and after preaching eight years, he 
was dismissed. 

After the dismission of Mr. Coffin the people employ- 
ed a number of Preachers, and were often destitute. 
In 1810, Mr. John Bartlet, since settled in Marblehead, 
had an invitation to become their Minister, but the want 
of unanimity led him to refuse. In the same year Mr. 
Benjamin White, afterward the Minister of Wells, re- 
ceived an invitation to take the pastoral charge of this 
Church, but for a similar reason he declined. 

In May 1811, Rev. Winthrop Bailey was ordained 
F^tor of the Church in Brunswick, which was then re- 
duced to seventeen members. Three years after, the 
circumstances of the Parish induced Mr. Bailey to ask 
a dismission, which after taking the advice of a Council 
was effected in April 1814. Mr. Bailey has since been 

I 
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installed at Pelhamin Masisachusetts, and the Church at 
Brunswick is still destitute of a stated Pjastor. 

We have already remarked that the ancient Pegyp* 
scott settlement lay on both sides of Androscoggin Riv* 
er including Topsham as well as Brunswick* It wiH 
be proper therefore to notice the Ecclesiastical affairs of 
this town in connexion with the town of Brunswick* 

After the entire destruction of the ancient settleinebt 
in 1690, nothing was attempted for ten years. In the 
year 1700, another attempt was made, but the Indians 
again rendered the situation of the few families^ whohad 
settled there^ so unpleasant that the town was nearly or 
quite abandoned i and it was not until 1730^ that the 
setdement was permanently made* Even then it was 
inconsiderable, containing, in 1750> only eighteen faim- 
lies. * Nine years after this a meeting*house was built» 
and in 1764f the town was incorporated. The princi* 
'pal settlement being made near the fall^ directly bppo* 
site to the settlements in Brunswick, an intimate con« 
nerion subsisted between the two towns ; and from sev- 
eral circumstances it seems highly probable that the 
people at Topsham generally attended public worship at 
Brunswick* The consideration of one fact shew^ this 
to have been their practice. In 1752, the town of 
Brunswick petitioned the Legislature to annex Tops- 
ham to them for the support of their Minister, except 
the people of Topsham would engage to pay Rev. Mn 
Dunlap eighty pounds, old tenor, that year, f Tb* 
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towns were both small at that time» and very probably 
Mr. Dunlap performed pastoral duties in both places as 
occasion called. 

After this, the people at Topsfaam began to hare 
preaching among themselvesy and in the year 177]» a 
Presbyterian Church was organized there by Rev. Mr. 
Marry then of Booth-Bay, and Rev. Joseph Prince. 
It consisted of twenty-seven members. The Church 
and town were occasionally supplied with preaching, 
bat no Minister was settled with them for eighteen years. 
At length in September 1789, Rev. Jonathan Ellis was 
ordained at Topsham. The old Church had dwindled 
away, and at the ordination of Mr. Ellis it was reor* 
ganis^ed on Congregational principles, and continues so 
to the present time. In the year 1810 Mr. Ellis was 
dismissed without any ecclesiastical formalities, having 
ceased preaching several years before, and the Church is 
now reduced to less than twenty membersi and is desti- 
titfit of a settled Minister* 



100 iK)NGR£CAT10KAl!l^^ 

CHAPTER XL 

1754, 

4 

The next religions establishment in the State was 
made in the town of New-Castle. This town was for- 
merly under thejfovernment of the Duke of York, and 
yras known bj the name of Dartmouth, in the County 
of Cornwall. A settlement was made in the town as 
early as in any part of the Pemaquid country. A fort 
was built on a neck of land on Sheepscutt Rirer, which 
with all the buildings were destroyed by the Savages in 
die year 1680, and the inhabitants dispersed.* 

At what time the town was resettled is uncerfaittt 
Their records commence with the year 1754. The in- 
habitants then in the town had, probably been educated 
as Presbyterians, for they chose that form of Church gor- 
ernment, and had put themselves under the care of the 
« Boston Presbytery." It seems that Mr. Aliexander 
Boyd had been preaching in the toiyn, previous to tXf 
incorporation, for in the same year (1754) the town 
voted to appropriate 40/. toward suppoiting the Got* 
pel among them, and appointed James Clark and Rob» 
ert Hodge a committee to attend the meeting of the 
Presbytery at Boston, to present a call to Mr. Boyd to 
become their Minister. By advice of the Presl^tery 
Mr. Boyd returned an affirmative answer, and with the 
ionsent of the town the Presbytery appointed the Tues* 
day after the third Sabbath in Augut 1754 for his or- 
dination. As a matter, j>f convenience the ordination 
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wtt tppmated te take phice in the Presbyterian meet- 
iag4iouse in Newburyport^ and the follo'mng trial was 
appointed for the candidate on that occasion : ** A pop* 
alar Sermon upon John ziv. IQ, and an Exegesis upon 
ifaat qoestion-p-An peccatum originale sit in sua natura 
damnabile?"* But the vessel in which Mr. Sojd and 
the committee were embarked being detained by con- 
trary winds, he did not reach Newburyport at the time 
appointed for the* ordination. It was therefore post* 
foned until Sept 19th ef the same year, when it was 
duly performed. On this occasion Mr. McGregore, of 
X«oiidonderry, preached from 2 Tim.ii. S. Mr.Moor- 
bcBd of Boston, gave the charge, and Mr. Parsons of 
Mewboryport, presented the right hand. The inhabi- 
tants of the town of New-Castle were not unanimously 
im fiivor of Mr. Boyd. At the time of his ordination 
a remonstance was presented t6 the Presbytery from 
Natfaanid Winslow and others who called themselves 
Goiqir^gationalists, and who objected to having Mr. 
Boyd set over them, f But their objections did not 
.pfevaiL After the ordination the difficulties increased 
rather than diminished, and the town was divided into 
powerful parties. In June 1756, a vote was obtained 
in t0Wn meeting not to receive Mr. Boyd as their Min- 
ister f but it was immediately objected that he had been 
recdved. T*he town then agreed to submit the ques* 
ticm to the Presbytery, but voted that he should not 
prtfadi at Damariscotta side of the town. At die an« 
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nnal meeting in the ensning spring, it was proposed hj 
the town to enquire into the i e^s<His why the Sacra* 
ment of the Lord's snpper had not been admnMBtered 
by Mr. Boyd since his ordination. It does not appear 
that any particular inquiry was made concerning this 
matter, but the town voted that Mr. Boyd's conduct 
was a grievance to them, and at the same time tbey 
sent a man to the Presbytery with an account of diis 
matter. 

The next year found Mr. Boyd still at New-Castle^ 
and the town still greatly dissatisfied insomuch that at 
a town meeting m July 1758, the town Ckrk was di- 
rected to write to the Presbytery desiring the speedy 
removal of Mr. Boyd, which was finally eSectcud before 
the close of the year. 

Within two years after this, the people in the wester- 
ly part of Bristol, and the southerly part of what » 
now Nobleborough, called then the plantation of Wal- 
pole, had employed Rev. Nathan Ward, formerly set- 
tled at Watertown in Massachusetts, to preach among 
them. In January 1761, the town of New-Casik vot^ 



ed to become one Congregation with the people of 
Walpole, and unite with them in tlie settlement of Mr. 
Ward, on condition that he preached at New-Castle one 
half of the time. At the same time they voted to pre- 
sent a formal invitation to Mr. Ward to settle with them, 
but in view probably of the difficulties they had with 
Mr. Boyd, they appointed a committee to inquire into 
the reasons why he had been dismissed from his former 
charge. In May following the town of New-Castle re« 



iDewed their call to^ Mr^ Ward> and oflFered to support 
liiin wholly among themselTes. This invitation he ac- 
ceptedy and natters weie^ put in train for his instdla; 
tion..« A Council waschosen by the town; but die time 
and place for performing the* ceremonies were left to 
that CounciL But before the Council had assembled a 

« 

difficulty arose. Doubts were entertained whether Mr. 
Ward had been properly dismissed from Watertown» 
and application was made to the Ministers in and about 
Boston respecting this matter. The result of this in- 
quiry is unknown as it respected the matter in questidn; 
but a stop was put to all further proceedings, and Mr. 
Ward left New-Castle. 

The people were now destitute of stated preaching 
for four or five years. In the begimiing of the year 
nSSt the tovm voted to send to Newburyport desiring 
Rev. Mr. Parsons to make them a visit, for the purpose 
of preaching a Sabbath or two widi them, >and advis- 
ing them in their present difficulties ; and also that 
he would procure them a candidate for settlement. 
But their affairs with Mr. Ward were still in an unsettled 
state, and in October of that year^ at his request the 
town voted to withdraw the invitation they had extend- 
ed to him, and he was soon after settled at Plymouth in 
New-Hampshire. 

In February 1766, the town chose a committee to 
rosier with Mr. Job Lain, who hsiid been preaching in 
that vicinity and to invite him to tairy with them av 
whUe on probation. In July of that year he was in- 
vktd to settle at New-Castle, but declined; and the peo- 
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pk were again left destitue for the space of aaodiflf 
year. About this time Mr. Murrf settled at Bootk 
hzjt and an uncommon attention to religion was mant 
fest in all that region. New-Castle shared in the bksii 
smgy and it is supposed that a considerable niuttber 
were hopefully converted. * 

In June 1767» the town invit^ Rev. Samuel VtAsff 
who had been once settled at Seabrook in New-Hamp* 
shirei to become their Minister. He also declined their 
invitation. After two years more a call was given by 
the town to Mr. William Southmayd to settle thers, and 
in i770» 9n invitation was also presented to Mr. Joel 
Benedict, but in both cases they foiled of success. 

In May 177()| some months after the town had vot* 
ed the call to Mr. Benedict, the people began todiiak it 
important to have a Church organized among them. 
It was now about twelve years since the dismission of 
Mr. Boyd, who received regular ordination as their 
Minister. But it may be questioned whether tber^ waa 
a Church properly organized at New-Casde in his day* 
At the time the call of the people was presented to 
Mr. Boyd at the meeting of the Presbytery in Bostoa 
in May 1754^ William Hodge was accused before that 
body for some offence, and by them *^ remanded back 
to the Church at New-Castle where he belcHigs, to giv# 
^tisfaction there as lotm at that Church shaU ie Jufy §r^ 
ganixeiL" f It is hence evident that no Chcuxh had 
then been gathered. Bj die iacts abready staged le^ 
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ipecting the ministry of Mr. Boyd, it is ceruin that he 
did not administer the Sacrament of the Lord's supper 
there at least for three years after his ordination. It is ^ 
equally certain that at the proposed settlement of Mr. 
Ward in ahout two years aftet Mr. Boyd left the town^ 
the Council was chosen and all the other arrangements 
ifcadeby the people at large, assembled in town meet- 
ing, and no reference whatever wa» made to a Church. 
Had there been a Church existing in New-Castle at that 
time undoubtedly there would have been some men- 
tion made of it ; and if one Minister had been consider- 
ed as settled in the town without a Church, it is not 
strange that the people should think of settling 

. another in the same way. But several years had now 
transpired. The people were becoming more nume- 
rous, and piobably more enlightened. Several candi- 
dates had been among them, and it is highly probable 
that they now became satisfied of the impropriety of 
ordaining a Minister witliout a Church. Or if a Church 
had been organized by Mr. Boyd, it was perhaps small, 

■ and no additions being made to it, it had now become 
extinct. Be these things as they may, arrangements 
were now made to have a Church. But such were the 
imperfect ideas of the people on these subjects, that they 
adopted a singular method to obtain this desirable end. 
It was voted in town meeting to send to Rev. Mr. Em- 
erson of Georgetown, and to Rev. Mr. Eaton of Harps- 
well, and desire them to choose another "sound oitho- 
dox minister," and repair to New-Castle for the pur- 
pose of gaiheiing aChurcli, preparative to the settlement 
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of Mr* Benedict, who was still with them, for altbon^ 
he had not answered their call, yet he appears to have 
manifested a disposition to tany.* Whether the people 
expected those Ministers to make a selection fitmi the 
inhabitants for a Church, is not now known* But fee 
some reason they did not see fit to comply with the m- 
vitation.f Mr. Benedict answered the call of the peo- 
ple in the negative, and they were left destitute of stated 
preaching for three years. During this intenral the town 
appointed a committee with ample powers to obtain 
a supply, and Capt. James Cargill from the committee 
was authorized to go until he could obtain a candidate 
for settlement* Mr. Jesse Reed was soon employed, and 
in October 1 773, he received a call, but declined-settliikg 
at New-Castle. The succeeding spring Mr. Samuel 
Wheelock was employed on probation, and in the spring 
following Mr. John Urguhart was there also, but neither 
of them were invited to settle. In March 1776, the 
town presented a call to Mr. Thurston Whiting, which 
he accepted, and was ordained in July of that year. 

The town had hitherto been accustomed to Presbyter 
lian forms, but previous to the ordination of Mr. Whit- 
ing the inhabitants voted to adopt any form that should 
be most agreeable to him. He was a Congregational* 
ist, and at the time of the ordination a small Church 
of that name was gathered. 

The ministry of Mr. Whiting continued five years and 
an half at New«Castle. He was dismissed in Januarj 
1782, and has never since been settled in the ministry* 
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For aboat fifteen-^suc^eedBg^yeso-s the people at this 
place were destitute of stated preaching. In 1794^ a 
Mr. Williams was invited to preach on trial, but receiv- 
ed no^ call. In October- 1797» their present Minister, 
Rev. KiahBayley^wasordaSned. At that time a Church 
of diree persons only, beside the Pastor, was organiseed, 
die old Church having become extinct. God has not 
since sufieredthis spot to become desolate as it had pre- 
Tioody been. The little vine has not been wasted* 
There was a time of refreshing from the presence of the 
'Lord, at this place, in the aututhnof 1816, and the 
winter following, so that in May 1817 theChnrch con* 
sited of fifty:fonr tkienibers. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

1763. 

The first settlements in the second range of towAi 
ships from the sea in the County of York, were macfe 
between the years 1740 and 1750, although for se- 
veral years after this last date, tliere were but a 
few habitations made in the whole range of territory* 
The first Church regularly gathered, in this region wa» 
at Buxton. The place was called at first ^^Naragansett 
No, 1." When there were only twenty families in the 
town Mr. Paul CoiHn was employed to preach there* 
Stipulations having been made by the inhabitants for hk 
permanent support, a church was organized, and he was 
ordained in March 1763* Dr.Coffin continued to preach 
constantly, and perform all the pastoral labour in his 
patish until the summer of 1817* Age and infirmity 
Aow made it necessary that he should have assistance, 
and Mr. Levi Loring was engaged for this purpose. 
Toward autumn of the same year measures were taken 
for a more permanent settlement, and in November of 
that year Mr. Loring was ordained as Colleague Pastor 
with Dr. Coffin. The aged Pastor of this Church do- 
sed his life In June 1821 and Rev* Mr* Loring remains 
alone. 

The next Church organized was at Lebanon. 
This place was first settled in the year 1 7 17 and was 
then called by the Indian name, Towwoh. Rev. Isaac 
Hasey was the first Minister of the town. He removed 
his family there among the first inhabitants^ and was 
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supported for seventeen years by the original proprie- 
tors of the land. ' The Church was organized, and Mr. 
Hasey ordained June 25, 1765» He lived happily with 
the peo{^ for more than forty years, and died in Octo* 
1>er 1812, after a short sickness. Within a few weeks 
after Mr. Hasey *s dea.h Mr. Paul Jewett was engaged 
to preach at Lebanon, and after preaching there more 
than a ye ir was ord. lined to the pastoral care of the 
Church in April 1814?. A considerable attention to re. 
ligton soon took place, and the Church was considerably 
enlarged ^ but after a few years difficulties arose. Mr. 
Jewett at length requested a dismission, and after ta- 
king the advice of a Council, the pastoral relation was 
dbsolved in October 1819. .The Church is now vacant. 
About fifty families are attached to the Congregational 
'Societjf and about sixty members in the Church. 

I * 

SANFORD. 

This town was settled about the same time with Le- 
banon, and was then called Philipstown. A Calvinistic 
Baptist Church being the first Church gathered here, 
the settlement of a Congregational Minister did not 
take place for a considerable time. A Mr. Hall was 
the first person employed by the Congregational Socio. 
ty« He received an invitation to settle, but declined. 
Rev. Moses Sweat, the present Pastor of the Church, was 
the first Minister in this Society. The Church was or- 
ganizedt and Mr. Swett ordained in the month of July 
^ f786. 

Alfred. 
JUas town was originally a part of Sanford. The 

K 
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first permanent settlement of this part of the towot aad 
"vtrhat is now Wateihorough and Lyman was made abcfUft 
the year 1766. The settlement was called Maisabesec^ 
from the Indian name of a large Pond in the town* 
Some of the first inhabitants were serious men» who 
Inew too well the value of the public ordinances of reli*> 
gion to be long without them. While the settlement 
was very inconsiderable, and those few scattered to the 
distance of many miles around, meetings were held oa 
the Sabbath, and sermons read. These feeble means 
were graciously noticed by the great Head of the Chnsch, 
and in the year 1780, a considerable awakening took 
place, and a number ^ere hopefully converted. At 
that time there was no Congregational Church aearer 
than Berwick on the one side, and Buxton on the other* 
and in order to give the people o{)portunity oceauonaDf 
to enjoy the Sacraments of ^ New Testament, a 
Church of between twelve and twenty members was oi^ 
ganized there by Rev. Mr. Little of Kennebunki and 
Rev. Mr. Merriam of Berwick. In 1782, the nortliera 
part of Sanford was incorporated as a distinct Parifih» 
«nd became a common centre far the newly formed 
Church. The attention to reliigioni whicii led to the for* 
mation of this Church, continued. The awakening in 
^me cases was very powerful. Some of the subjects 
of it, were strangely afiected. For a time they attended 
the Congregational meetings regtllarly, but at length 
became disorderly, separated, and ultimately formed 
the Society of the Shaking Quakers in that place. 

It does not appear that the Church thus foimed at 
Alfred ever received any secessions. Neither is it iio# 
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faiown ^xiietber they kepi any recordlSi or performed any 

Cburcfa act. It is most probable they did neither, for at 
' die sobseqaent settlement of Ministers, both in Alfred and 
Lyman, no Church could be found, and the ordaining 
Council proceeded to organize one in each place. The 
scattered population in the north part of Sanford, Wa- 
teiborough and Lyman continued to act as one people in 
religious matters for six or seven years after the forma- 
tion of their Church. At length the north Parish in 
Sanford, as it was then called^ began to act independent* 
\y, and to take measures for the settlement of a Minister. 
Jn Jtfly 17879 Mr. David Porter was invited to settle 
there, but decVned. Another candidate was s6on ob^ 
tained. This was Mr. Isaac Babbet In December of 
the year 1788, the Parish gave him a call, which he also 
declined. In a little more than a year from this a third 
cancUdate, a Mr. Wight, was called by the Parish, and 
declmed. Still resolved to enjoy the stated ministry of 
the wordy the people sought another candidate, this was 
Mr. John Tomer. In February 1791, the people gave 
him a call, which being accepted, he was ordained in 
September following. In the winter of 1793, the par- 
ish was incorporated into a town by the name of Alfred. 
Mr. Turner remsuned the Mmister of Alfred nearly 
twelve years. He was then dismissed and afterward in* 
stalled at Biddeford. The Church and people of Alfred 
were destitute of preaching but a short season, for in 
August 1804, only three months after the dismission of 
Mr. Turner, the people invited Rev. Jabez Pond Fisher 
who had been recently dismissed from Nottingham West 
in New-Hampsbtxti to settle with tbexDi but Mr^ FUht\ 
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declining their invitation^ Rev. Joseph Brown» wHo bad 
once been settled at Shapleigh, was employed to preach 
on probation. After hearing him lUitil April ISOS, the 
people gave him a call, and he was installed in autumn 
of the same year. After about four years the connez* 
ion between Rev. Mr. Brown and the Church and peo- 
ple at Alfred was dissolved by mutual consent* The 
people were now dispirited, and made no more eiertion 
ibr the settlement of a minister among them for several 
years. They received some aid from the occasional visits 
of Missionaries and made some small subscriptions among 
themselves. In the beginning of the year 1 8 1 6» the spirit 
of the people revived. But the Church had dwindled a- 
way toasmall number,and the Parish was without officers^ 
having held no legal meeting for nearly six years. lo 
April 1816, the Paiish was reorganized, and matters put 
in train for employing a candidate for settlement* Mr. 
Nathan Douglas was employed, and in November of 
that year was ordained pastor of the Churoh, and re- 
mains with them to the present time. It does not ap" 
j^ear that the town of Alfred was ever visited with a ge- 
neral effusion of the Holy Spirit. The attention to reli' 
gion in the first settlement of the toi\ii has been noticed* 
Tn the spring of 1817, a considerable awakening took 
place, and about twenty five persons made public pro- 
fession of religion. Two years after eight persons mote 
were added to the Church. 

LIMINGTON, PARSONSFIELD, LIMERICK, NIWFIELD. 

Settlenfientsweie commenced in the '^Ossipee coun- 
try," during the revolutionary war, and a few families 
kad moved into each of the townsof Limingtony Parsotu^ 
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field, Lunerickf and NewfielJ. The proprietors of New- 
fieldy or the plantation of Washington as it was then 
called, sensible of the importance of a preached Gospel 
in the new settlements, made a grant ofUX) acres of land 
to Rev. John Adams, who had been previously settled 
at Durham in NeWi«Hampshire, and he removed his fa- 
mily to that town in February 1781.* There were 
then only five families in Newfield, and twelve in Lim« 
etick* Mr. Adams was a Physician as well as a Minis- 
ter, and rendered himself very useful in both professioas. 
He preached constantly and practiced physic in those 
four towns for ten years, until his death, which took 
place at Newfield June 4, 1792L No very considerable 
attention to religion was excited by the labours of Mr. 
Adazns in this region. The only religious establishment 
that he lived to witness there was the gathering of a 
small Church of six rhemiiers at Limington, which was 
organized by iam in October 17S9' 

In 1793, the Churdi at Limington in connexion with 
the town invited Mr. Jonathan Atkinson to settle with 
them in the work of the Ministry. He accepted their 
mvitatiout and was ordained in October 1794. It was 
a fiseUe society, but in 180^ a special attention to reli- 
gum appeared, and a ntmaber were added to theChnrch. 
But from several causes about the year 1814, tlie civil 
contract between Mr. Atkinson and the people was dis*' 

•A writer in the Musachiiscttt Historical Collections tbitt notices Mr. Ad- 
aas : *m Mm of this Matthew Adams was Minister of Durtiam in New- 
■ampiUfc, the Rev. John Adams ; a man of superior natural talents, but 
ntiicr cccenuick In his gcniqis. A specimen of ftne writing was exhibited In 
a letter sent to this town (Boston; with a donatten 1774 ilgn^ ^ohn Ad^ 
•mi^ and John SuHiTan, the coauidttee. The alluskm to the land rf pr^- 
«Ur irat riMugM tt he as elegant as it was pious.'* 

MK. CoU. nH^St page all 
)C2 
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solved and he ceased preachingy but has still the pasto» 
ral care of the Church. 

In the year 1793, the people at Parsonsfield made 
considerable exertion for the settlement of a Minister- 
Mr. Rufus Anderson^ a graduate of Dartmouth College^ 
of the class of 179 If was then preaching in the town* 
Some attention to religion appeared^ and the people 
were exceedingly anxious that he diould settle among 
them. He however declined their invitation and \eas 
afterward settled in the West Parish in North-Yannouthi 
now Cumberland. In a little more than a year the peo- 
ple obtained as a candidate Mr. Benjamin Rolfe^ and ia 
Jauuary 1795, a Church was organized, and he was or* 
dained. — Mr. Rolfe continued to preach at Parsonsfield 
twenty years. He was dismissed in May 1815^ and is 
since dead. The Church in that place which was never 
large, is reduced to less than twenty members, and the 
Congregational Society to about that number of fami-. 
lies. They are destitute of stated preaching. The, 
Church at Limerick was organized in July 1795. Mr. 
Edmund Eastman was then preaching at that place.. 
He soon received a call, and was ordained in October 
of that year. Rev. Mr. Eastman was an active man^ 
and while he remained in health things were as prospe« 
rous at Limerick as is usual in places not visited by 
special revivals of religion. But in about fifteen years 
after his settlement the health of Mr. Eastman declined, 
and he died in Dec 1812. The Church was small at 
this time, the town much divided in sentiment, and the 
society consequently quite feeble. For six years thcj' 
mere occasionally supplied with j^reaching firoQi Toh^^ 



taxy subscription, and from aid a£Forded them by Mis- 
sionary Societies. In the year ISiS, Mr. Charles Free- 
man was directed by the Trustees of the Maine Mis* 
stonary Society to labour for a term of time at Limer- 
klc The people were pleased with his ministratioo s 
axid employed him for a longer period^ and at length 
for a year, and in January 1820, he was regularly or- 
dained as Pastor of the Church and Minister of the peo- 
ple. 

The people at Newfield, though perhaps fklrored with 
more of the labours of Mr. Adams than eidier of the 
€ther towns in that region, were nevertheless longer 
dian the others in obtaining a settled ministez amon^ 
them, lik July 18QI» a small Church was organized 
ihere. Mn John Stoddard was then preaching at New- 
field, whom the people had invited to settle, but he waft 
not ordained there. In February 1S03, kiev. John 
Dane was Ordained at Newfield. The ministry of Mr* 
Pane was short, but ruinous. to the Church and Society^ 
He came into possession of all their parsonage pro% 
perty, and in about eleven months was dismissed for 
gr6ss immoralities, and they have since beea destitute* 



SHAFLBIGH. 

In Shapleigh provision was early made for the sup- 
port of a Minister by a reserve of lands in the town. 
The town lying on both sides of a considerable pond 
seemed naturally divided, and it was legally so into two 
F^uishes in February 1795, The west parish being first 
settled and increasing in population made arrangements 
Ibr the settlement of a iiwiMr* Accgr^gly a ChuricK 
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having been organized previously, in January I7969 Rer** 
Joseph Brown was ordained. 4/ir. Brown's ministry at 
Shapleigh was soon terminated. In May i804» he was 
dismissed by mutual consent^ aiTd soon after installed at 
Alfred. The Church and Society have never since 
thought themselves able to support a Minister, and have 
consequently been destitute. In the eastern parish no 
Congregational Church has ever been gathered* 

LTMAH. 

The first settlement at Lyman, called originally Cor-^ 
bally has been mentioned in connexion with Alfred, A* 
bout the year 1787» the people began to act as a sepa» 
rate religious society, and took aieasures to procure a 
Minister. Rev. Danid Maret, now the minuter of Stan- 
dish, Rev. Thomas Roby afterward settled at Otisfield, 
and Mr. Nymphas Hatch, were among the candidates 
whose settlement at Lyman seemed more or less proba* 
ble. At length Rev. Jonathan Calef, who had been 
once settled at Canaan on Kennebeck River, was em* 
ployed. The people gave him a call, a Church was 
gathere<i, and he was installed in November 1801. He 
remains the present Minister of the place. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

1765. 

Tollowing the order of time our attention will next 
be directed to the Churches in the interior of Cumber- 
land Countv, where we shall find the nine following, 
viz. New-Gloucester, Standish, Gray, Bridgton, two in 
Minot, Durham, Otisfield, and Raymond. We begin 
with 

NEW-GLOUCESTER. 

I 

The town of New-Gloucester was granted by the Ge- 
neral Court of the then Province of Massachusetts Bay 
to sixty inhabitants of Gloucester in Essex County, 
March 27, 1736, and confirmed to them in July of the 
following year. The settlement of the town was imme* 
diately commenced, and a saw mill and twelve log hou- 
ses built. The first opening in the town was made by 
Jonas Mason, Esq. who afterwards settled at North- 
Yarmouth. It was on the northeast side of the hill now 
called "Harris* hill," on the farm afterwards occupied 
by Mr. Washburn. Some trees were also felled the 
same summer by a Mr. Russell, on the opposite side of 
the road, nearer the bottom of the hill. But the Indians 
were so troublesome, there being no settlements to the 
9orth of them, that the town was abandoned for sevens 
teen years. In 1754? it began to be inhabited, many of 
the original proprietors settled there, a garrison was 
built for security against the Savages, and the town was 
$pon regularly organized. 

It was the laudable practice ef that day for the pro- 
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prietors of new towns whetlier actual settlers or ttot» to 
lead the way in the settlement of Ministers. Aceord- 
ingly^ the proprietors of New-Gloucester gare a tract 
of land in the town for the support of the MinistrT^ and 
a lot near the centre of the town for the firft settled 
minister ; they also immediately took measures for 6b* 
taining a candidate. Mr. Russel, who afterwards seft* 
tied as a Physician in North-Yarmouth, and Rev. Sam- 
uel Eaton since settled in Harpswell, each received a» 
call to settle at New-Gloucester but declined. In the 
autumn of 17649 Mn Samuel Foxcroft son of Rer. 
Thomas Foxcroft of Boston, was employed to preach oa 
probation. He was soon invited by the people to settEr 
with them, and on the 16th of January 1765 a'Chnrch 
was organized, and Mr. Foxcroft ordained. The~ ori* 
ginal members of the Church were eight in number, of 
whom none now remahii.* There being so Meei;big« 
house in the Town, at first public worship was atten^d 
in the Garrison^f For a. number of years Mr. Fox* 
croft's salary was paid by the proprietors, and all things 
were conducted with harmony both in Church and Par- 
ish. After sixteen years, from some cause or other, di& 
ficulties arose, so that in 178S, a Faft was held by the 
Church on account of their txoubles, and to seek of Go4 
a right way for themselves and their children. In 
March of the succeeding year the town appeared to be 

« Their namct were Siunuel FoaLcroft, John Tufts, JabesTme, DsBld 
Merrill, Moses Woodburf, William Stevens, Ebeneaer Mason and Pdcf 
Chandler. 

fThe Garrison stood about foo fodi sooth-west from the Meeting iKnni 
•■ the lower side of the raad. 
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asuch disaSected and proposed to the Church to obtain 
"IMMtlier preacher for two months, but to this proposal 
the Church would not accede. Things now seemed to 
be coming to a crisis* and in May following Mr. Fox- 
croft requefted a dismission. A Council being called 
adTised agsunst such a procedure, and proposed con* 
iSliatory measures on both sides. These were accord- 
ingly adopted, and arrangements were amicably made 
fer the settlement of a Odle^gue with Mr. Foxcroft. 
In January 178($, the Church and Parish concurred in 
«n inviuUon to Mr. John Wilder to settle with them, 
Imt he declined, and is since settled in Attleborough ia 
Massachusetts. Mr. Foicroft ceased preaching, and 
idinquished Ms salary, in order to open the way clearly 
ifn the settkmoit of another Minister, although he was 
iBot^^sBiissed. The people soon employed Mr. Nathan 
Church, now the Minister of Bridgton, to preach on pro- 
'bation, and in March 1787, united in giving him atalU 
hut he also declined their invitation* 

A dark cloud now appeared to hang over the Church 
and they had. but little encouragement to seek another 
candidate. At this state of their affairs Mr. Foxcroft 
again conunenced preaching, and we hear of no more 
difficulties for nearly three years* The year 1791 will 
be long remembered by the people who then lived in 
New-Gloucester. In that year a young man named 
Wait Cornwall, a native of Connecticut, who^ad late- 
ly been licensed to preach, journeying for his health 
xame to New-G'oucester and spent several months with 
Rev. Mr. Foxcroft. He was very much devoted to the 
'Cause of Christ> and appeared to ftel deeplj the worth 
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of souls. His preaching and private addresses were 
solemn and pungent, and the people soon became un- 
commonly attentive to the subject of religion. The 
public assemblies became crowded and solemn* and pri^ 
vate meetings for conference jind prayer were frequentp- 
ly held. The awakening while it lasted was exceeds 
ingly powerful, great embtions were sometimes dlscoY- 
ered during public worship, and in most cases very 
strong impressions of the importance of reli^on were 
made. It is difficult to ascertain the precise number of 
those converted during this season of awakening, bat 
the excitement was very considerable, and there is rea^ 
son to believe that much good was efiPected. This sea^ 
son of leligious attention, after what had taken place at 
New-Gloucester, was like the clear shining after the nunt 
and was doubtless refreshing in no small degree to those 
who like pious Simeon and Anna of old were waiting 
for the consolation of Israel. But this pleasant .pros- 
pect was soon obscured. The uneasiness between the 
Pastor and the people soon shewed itself again, and in 
January 1792 Mr. Foxcroft again requested a dismission^ 
to which the Church consented without the advice of a 
CounciL 

Mr. Nathan Bradstreet was soon engaged to supply 
the pulpit, and in Odober of that year received aa 
unanimous call of both Church and parish to settle with 
them. He however declined their invitation, and was 
settled afterward at Chester in New-Hampshire. To- 
ward winter it became a question with the Church 
whether Mr, Foxcroft was really dismissed, and to aakfi 
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it certain, in January 1793, they passed a vote to that 
ctMt as they had done tbe year befof«» 

Daring the ensuing suihmer M^. Otis Crosby wat 
employed by the people to preach witl^ them. Divine 
inflnences appeared to be afforded in a considerable de- 
gree^ and some^ whose attention had been excited by 
Ab preaching of Mr. Comtrall, now gave evidence of 
achange^of heart. In November of this year a call 
was presented to Mr. Crosby to take the pastoral 
charge of the Chnrcfa, to which he returned an af- 
finnative atiiWer, and June 19, 1794, was appointed 
tor bis ordination. But God bad appointed a different 
restdt to the affsurs of the Church and people at New- 
Ghmcester ; and they Jiad still to contend with many 
taxdbltu As tKe spring opened Mr. Crosby's heakh, 
UatUfally feeble, began rapidly to decline. He lingered 
throCLgh the summer, and all hope of his recovery being 
tikeii away, ia October his afiirmative answer was re- 
Ctttned to him at his request, that die way might be 
open to the employment of another candidate, and He 
dosed hts life. May 99, 1795. About the time Mr. 
Ch>sby recsdled his affirmative answer, the people ein- 
ployed Vtf. Hugh Wailis, who was afterward settled ac 
Bath, to preach, and in December of that year gave hiia 
aeaUy but he refused to settle with them. 

The pulpit was supplred with preaching during the 
summer of 1795, but no person was employed as a can- 
didate for settlement. Indeed after such a series of dif. 
iculties as the people had encountered for twelve years 
it was not strange that diey should feel almofi: dispirit- 

L 
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ed. At this time it was suggested by some ef the 
Church that the improper manner of Mr. FoicroAfk 
dismission might be one caftse of the frowns of FMri- 
dence which they then felt ; and after consultation Aief 
agreed to call a council to advise them what course ihef 
had best pursue. The lesult of that council is now ui^ 
known* For more than two years longer the peopk 
employed no candidate for settlement They had mv 
ny preachers for short terms of time» and were often des* 
titute. In the summer of ITOS, Mr. James 'Bayd^ who 
bad once been a Preacher in the Methodist cannekkxii 
was engaged to preach on pcpbatton. In October of 
that year he received a call to settle^ and having aaswi^ 
ed it in the affirmative^ a Council was shmmoBacd^fa 
his ordination. But a strong opposition was made and 
the Council declined proceeding. Another Coondl 
' was invited, and then a'third> but the opposition tatlNT 
increased than diminished, and new and mote serioqs 
difficulties presented themselves to the minds of tedh 
Council as they proceeded, and die idea of an ordina- 
tion in this case vras abandoned. Mr. Boyd soon left 
the town, and was afterward settleyl fiar a time in B«h 
gor. 

Again the Church and people at New-GlodaiMr 
were left in a divided state, and peace and bttflaony 
seemed forever exiled fiom them. After the anplef^ 
sant excitement occasioned by these proceedings» bad 
subsided in some measure^ the people still anxious for a 
Minister, sought another Candidate. They cmfdoyed 
Mr. John Dane. After a term of probation he received 
a cailia May 1801| and returned an a6irmative answer^ 
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fiat the Council when assembled fonnd so many objec- 
tions to the Candidate, some presented to them by a re- 
spectable minority of the Parish, and some arising from 
other circtimstances, that they declined proceeding to 
ordioation. Mr Dane was afterward settled at New- 
field in York County. 

It was but a few weeks after Mr. Dane left the town 
that Mr. Elisha Moiely was employed as a Candidate. 
In October of the same year he received a call, which 
he soon answered in the affirmative, and was ordained 
February 10th 1802. Thus in an unlooked for moment 
harmony was restored to the Church and Parish after a 
painful scene of difficulties of nearly twenty years con- 
tinuance. Rev. Mr. Mosely remains still paftor of the 
Church, and the ancient troubles remain but as the tales 
of former times. 

Mr. Foxcroft lived to witnefs the settlement of hb 
successor, and see harmony once more restored to the 
Church in whose welfare he felt deeply interested. He 
died much respected, and lamented March 9, 1807, at 
the age of 72 years.* 

STANDISH. 

The town of Standish was granted in the year 1751, 
to two companies of men who assisted in the reduction 
ef Louisberg. Inhabitants soon moved in, and the 
plantation was conmienced under the name of Pearson* 
town. Agreeable to the laudable custom of that day, 
ifae Proprietors soon engaged a Preacher. The gentle- 
man employed was Mr. John Thompson, son of Rev. 

• See AppcfKJilx, No. 4. 
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William Thooapson of Scarborough. After preaching 
on probation, proposals were made fer his settlementi 
'which being apceeded to. a Church was otganized^ and 
Mr. Thompson ordained its Pastor. 

This took place in October 1768. The ceiemoniis 
of ordination were performed in the Rev. Mr. Smith's 
Meeting-house in Portland* At this time there were 
about thirty families in Standish* 

Mr. Thompson's salary was paud by the proprietors 
for eight years. During the revolutionary war the 
troubles on the sea coast droiK many inhalMtants back| 
and the settlement ai Standish was greatly increased. 
The original proprietors supposing that the inhabitants 
were now well able to pay their Minister, withhdd their 
usual support in the spring of 1 776. Mr. Thorny 
son still continued his labours for five years without any 
compensation. At length in the year 1781> he suspend- 
ed his ministrations at Standish, and sought otlier fields 
of labour. After two years the pastoral relation was for* 
mally dissolved, and Rev. Mr. Thompson was installed 
at Berwick, The Society at Standish remained in a 
^broken and destitute condition for twelve years after 
Mr. Thompson's dismission. Providence at linigtb o- 
pcned the way for the settlement of another Minister at 
this place, and in the year 179S, Rev. Jonathan Gonid 
was ordained. But they were soon agam destinrte* for 
Mr, Gould lived oijy a year after his ordinatkm. Ohe 
year elapsed after this event before the present Pastor of 
ihe Church, Rev. Daniel Maret, was ordained. 
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GHAT. 

The Church in Gray was embodied in the month of 
August 1774^ by a Council conrened for that purpose^ 
and then consisted of seven male members. In June 
«f the following year^ Rey. Samuel Nash was ordained 
to the pastoral care of that Church, and continued his 
ninisCrations a little more than seven years, when by 
advice of Council his ministerial relation was dissolved. 
The people were destitute of stated preaching two years. . 
During the summer of 1784» Rev. Samuel Per ley who' 
had been once settled at Seabrook in New-Hampshire, 
aad then recently dismissed from Moultonborough, was 
employed as a candidate. After hearing him the peo^ 
jgft gave him a call ; the Church saw fit to adopt the 
Pkeibyterian form of government, and Mr. Perley was 
installed its Pastor on the 8th of September in that year. 
Mr. Ferlsj continued in office until may 1791, when by 
mutual agreement between him and the people he ceas* 
ed preaching* After this, the Church being left as 
shei|> without a shepherd, were scattered. Their num>- 
bcTy which had ever been small, was diminished by 
deaths afid removals, until only two male members re- 
mained. For twelve years they continued in this brok- 
en and scattered state, having only occasional preaching. 
In ISOSy Rev. Daniel Weston, the present Pastor of the 
Church, was employed to preach on probation. In Oc- 
tober of that year a council was called to consider the 
Nate of that people. After due examination the Coun* 
cil were of opinion that the Church was extinct, and 
ihey proceeded to embody one anew on Congregatioiial 

K2 
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priociples. The two male members who rexDaioedy 
with eight others constitated the new Churdi. To 
these ten the Council gave the right hand of fellowsfalp» 
and greeted thezn as a sister Church. The next daj 
Mr. Weston was ordained to the pastond care of the 
new Church.* 

BRIDGTON. 

The first family moved into Bridgton ,in the aotnmn 
of the year 1769. From that time the permanent set- 
tlement may be dated. • In the month of Angtm ITSiy 
Rev. William Fessenden of Fryeburg, attended by^ Hon. 
Simon Frye as a Delegate from the Church repahred to 
Bridgton and organized a Church there of tea male 
members, and seven females. The first candidate^ ever 
called to take the pastoral csnre of this Church was dieir 
present Minister, Rev. Nathan Church, who was orcbin- 
ed June 17, I78a 

MINOT. 

The towns now Mfnot and Poland were orignially 
^he plantation called Bakerstown. Religrous- prhrilliges 
were not regularly enjoyed here for several years after 
the fiist settlements were made, hi October dF tiie 
year 1798*, Rev. JonadisKi Scott who had been r c centfy 
dismissed firom Yarmouth ii» Nbva Scotia^ bein^ on ha 
^ way to Boston by water, was d^?tained by contrafy windr 
in North-Yarmouth over the Sabbadi, andf preacfted 
there to ^at acceptance, f He here became acqaakiC» 

« ManpscrlBt History, of tjk Cluirch i» Gray* on th« file* oL CmBberiiaid 
Atsociatfon* 



H INB.MJ* •B.Ufeift ocoHlcMWi.Is«iWi'incsr* iiq. ••'Ani'iiMt iwnwBjqf 
the Lord shall retura &e.— It was a tiiBc of much religioas cxcttrnctttat 
north- Varxnonth, and both the Sermon and the atttftdaot cktOBHtaocti w}^ 
be loog jcmcinbcfc4 by miny people tbcfc 
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ed with Rer. Mr. Gilmaxii hj whose means the people 
at Minot obtained some kno\i[ledge of him. ** A Church 
the year before, had been organized in the plantation ; 
aad it having been the time of some special attention to 
religion, a strong desire prevailed to enjoy Gospel priv- 
ileges. Accordingly, a committee o£ the Church in the 
spring of 1793, repaired to Mr. Oilman, and authoriz- 
ed him. ta write to Mr. Scott ta come among them and 
preach the Gospel. Not receiving the letter under six. 
months, he reached this place,, for the first time Decem- 
ber 11, 1793. He spent the winter and a part of the 
sprisg ia preaching among the people,, and in June 1794, 
again visited his family at Yarmouth. Before leaving 
Bakerstown, the people by theii committee proposed ta 
him to. come among them again. But he gave no as- 
surance that. he should comply, with their request. He 
spent most of that summer in preaching to his former 
people in Yarmouth. In August he again left Yar*- 
mouth,. and reached this place about the middle of Sep- 
tember.. Not long after this,, the people become intent 
that he should remo^re his family, and take up bis abode 
with them. About sixteen families in the northerly 
part of the plantatioUf made proposab for his support 
for one. year and an half. In these proposals all the 
inemlbess of the Church in regular standing were a- 
gteed. After duly weighing these proposals, he con- 
jented, and turned his thoughts to the subject of bring- 
ing his family to Bakei»stown. This was effected by the 
assistance of a kind providence, and they arrived here 

Hbj 1st rrx* 

2efo» tbejrfar and an half had expired^ the plaoutiw 
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becj^me an incorporated town . by the namt of PalsincL 
Attempts were dierefore made that as a town he should 
be settled in the ministry among them ; but such at- 
tempts were not successful This induced a number of 
persons, nearly one hundred, and mostly heads of fsgni- 
lies, X.6 enter into a covenant and agreement to call Mr. 
Scott to the work of the ministry among them* In this 
call there was a concurrence of the Church. After de« 
liberation, he gave an affirmative answer, and, by an 
Ecclesiastical Council, he was installed pastor of the 
Church and covenanted Society in Poland, July 27, 
1796."* 

In the year 1802, the town of Poland was divided, 
and the northerly part, wjuch included the grater part . 
of Mr. Scott's Society, was called Minot. In aibout three . 
years after this, two MeetbgJiouses werebuSt ip Minot^ 
which gave rise to a series of difficulties both Jn.the 
Church and Psirish. At length a division too)f:,jpIacei 
Mr« Scott was dismissed from his original charge, and 
installed as Minister of the Church and Parish- in the 
eastern part of the town* This happened in August 
1805. Rev. Mr. Scott continued Pastor of the Chn^ 
in Minot about twenty three years. In the begining of 
February 1819, his health became so much impaired 
that he was constrained to suspend his public labours. 
He lingered through the summer, and died in October 
following at the age of seventy*five. After the install- 
ation of Mr. Scott in the eastern Parish in Minot, mea* 
sutes wer^ adopted for the regular organization of. a 

• Rev. Mr. Greely't Sermon picaclied %\ Miaot Oct. »4, iSif, I9c» 

4lc 4CCCMC tl Rev. Mt, SCOlt. 



xnmHAH. 189 

Church in the Western part of the Town» which was 
eflfected in-Oetober, 1806.* It then consiited of 17 
members. The original members all belonged to Mr* 
Seetf s Cfaofch from which they were dismissed at this 
tflMw In FtbnuH7 1811, Rct. WHHam Pidgin, forw 
iHeriy of Hampton in New-Hampshire, was installed 
Fustor of the second Church in Minot, in which station 
he remained a Kttle mose dian eight year^ and was 
then disiMlssed. This took place August 14^ 1819.--« 
Both Churches are sk>w destitute of Paftors. 

DVRHAM. 

This Town, which was originally a part of the ?&• 
gjpscot claim, lies immediately above Brunswick on the 
Androscoggin. Some inhabitants moved into the 
town before the revolutionary war.. The first settler 
in the. town was Major Gerrish, who lived in the sou- 
therly part of the toWn toward Freeport. Colonel 
Royal of Medford was a considerable proprietor in the 
town, and before the act of incorporation the plantation 
was called Royalston. 

The first person who preached here for any considenu 
Ue time was Rev. Mr. Chapman« who had been dismissed 
from a Church in Methuen. He came to Royalston 
about the year 1790, and tarried nearly a year. Some 
conversation was. had among the people respecting set- 
tling him, but «no effective steps were taken. 

In March 1796, Rev* Jacob Herrick, the present min- 
ister of Durham was ordained there, and a small Church 
was gathered by the ordaining Council. The early 
part of the year 1815 was a season of considerable at- 
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tention to religion in that town» and ercntaallx prodnc- 
ed an accession to the Church of about twenty members. 

OTlSFICLn. 

The Congregational Church in Otisfield, was gather- 
ed in the year 1797» and then consisted of eight nude 
members. At that time Rev. Thomas Roby» who had 
been once settled at Mansfield in Massachusetts, was m^ 
stalled its Pastor. Mr. Hoby continued to preach about 
fourteen years. Toward the close of this term very 
few people attended meeting, and the society was in a 
state of declension. In 181 1» Mr. Roby was dismissed^ 
and for two years the people had but little preaching 
among them. In the year 181S» the Cumberland asso- 
ciation agreed that each Minister belonging to it, should 
spend a week in missionary labours in some of the desti^ 
tute places m that County. Several of them Went in 
succession (o the town of Otisfi«ld. A considerable 
attention to religion was the immediate fr^it .of this, 
labor of Iota. The Church and people were aroused, 
and in November 18 14, Rev. Josiah Goodhue Merrill 
was ordained over them* Ten persons were very soon 
added to the Church. Thre^ years after some religious 
excitemeiTt was again visible, and in the course of two 
years twenty- four more were gathered into the fold. 

Thus did a very little extra labour of the settled Min- 
isters in the vicinity, result in the upbuilding of a de- 
caying Church, and the reanimating of a Society then 
prostrate in the dust. Will not others be stimulated by 
this exarmple, and generations yet to come rise up an4 
ca^ them blessed ? 
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KATMOKD* 

The cbarch in this town is of recent date. In tKe 
month of November ISiS, a Council was convened 
Aete consuting of the Rev. Mr. Herrick of Durhanif 
Rev. Mr. Bradley of Westbrook, and Rev. Mr. Milte* 
more of Falmonthf who organized a small diurch in the 
Town. It has never been greatly enlargedf and has 
not yet enjoyed the ministrations of a stated Pastor. ' 
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CHAFT£E XIV. 

fiOOTB»Ar. 

This, town wai origiaalljr purchased of the ctli^bfate^ 
IndiAa S^gsuapn^ Robia Hud or Hood, bf Heniy Cw- 
tisy.tn January 1666. Some of the lands were after- 
wards held by John Ludgate of Boston, and called Win* 
igance. In September 17S7» he made a grant to sun- 
dry people then dwelling there of lands in the towQ* 
ordering it to be laid out in lots of fifty acres near the 
water side. A generous provision for the support of 
the ministry was made by the proprietor at this time 
Ten acres of land was^^served for a Meeting-house^ 
training field, and burying ground, and he ordered 
that the first settled minister should have an equal share 
in the meadows with the first settlers ; That 100 acres 
of land should be laid out as a free gift to the first SiGn* 
ister, and another 100 acres for the use of the ministry 
forever : That out of the sales of the land, viz. out of 
the second payment, he would allow the inhabitants to 
deduct 100/. toward building a Meeting-house, and SOil 
per annum toward paying the fi;-st settled Minister; 
and in case there should not be twenty new lots taken 
up in the town within the said three years, then he en« 
gaged the same 30il annually for three years more. But 
the settlement increased slowly, and notwithstanding the 
provision made by the proprietor, no Minister wartet*- 
tled for several years* 
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As the setdement became more regular it was called 
Townsend, and in 1764, the town was incorporated 
by the name of Boothbay. About a year before this. 
Rev. John Murray, a native.,of Ireland, visited Booth- 
bay* His minismitions were peculiarly acceptable to 
the people, and he was invited to tarry with them, and 
five men obligated themselves to pay him an annual 
salary of 90/. sterling. The instrument by which they 
bound themselves is dated Dec. 22, 1763. However 
Mr. Murray did not see fit to tarry with them at that 
tiine, but went to Pbikdelphta and took the pastoral 
care of a Chiirch in that City ; but in the spring of 
1766, he returned to Boothbay. As yet no Church had 
been organized in the town, and a general inattention 
to religion prevailed. Mr. Murray was a very powei- 
ful and awakening preacher, and when among the peo- 
ple uncommonly activie and faithful in the discharge of 
pastoral duties. The inhabitants of Boothbay were 
probably, as is common in new places, a mixture of 
inen of all opioSons, with some few professors of reli^ 
gion of several denominations. Mr. Murray fpenC 
much time in visitmg them in order to ascertain their 
spiritual state. A few extracts fiom a private Diary of 
tuB, will exhibit somewhat the state of the people, and his 
own fedings at the^tiaie * 

• Mr. Mumiy'i method in visiting at noted by hlRueir*i»M.-^* tst. Mnte 
••the hoote, ad. Compare the list* with the family— mark thfm who can 
•'icnd^atechi«ablcs-coveaanteri>-€hnrch memben 3d.Addrea»-i. children 
•• to cngMO In early religion.— i. young onu to reading, aecret prayer, tlie 
•• abiutfi, pqUic worship, ordfauincet, good company, -good houses, good 
« tongues, lore and concotd, fidelity, conversion. 4tlt. Address parents-^ 
•• »• alMot thdr spiritual state— x. secret devotion— $. family worship, gov- 
-••Icmmcnt, catechiKing— 4 sabbaili, public worship, sacraments ; if church 
••mcmbtra see what profitMf not remove objections— if in error or vice, 
«• convince, rccialm ; if in divisi<MM heal j if poor help. Lastty— «thwt*iion 
•^to »»— pray 1" 

M 
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Toward the close of 1766> after a day fpent in visi« 
lin^ he wrote thus — *^A\sa ! alas !' what shall I say i I 
now fear the success of xny ministry more than erer* O ! 
zny God» enable me to be found faithful. Make thy 
strength perfect in my great weakness. O ! poar out 
thy spirit on these poor families that they may not for* 
get the promises this day made in thy sight, that thy 
worship shall be daily, morning and evening maintained 
in their houses, and that they will never rest tutil they 
have received thy Christi into all theif iiearts. O ! let 
the convictions we hope begun on two ot theita be car- 
ried deefper and deeper until ended in conversion. 
Eight unbaptized — all prayerless. Ala«. > Ala* !*• ^ 

Again he unites — "z dismal prospect truly : thirteeii 
unbap^zed this day, eight yesterday ; all ignorant of 
God and of themselves, and though they all profess o- 
therwise, I fear all prayerless ; all determined to cher^ 
ish their hopes, though I have found but two who ean 
rationally profess any experience of the power of reli- 
'gion ! and God knows their hearu ; some of th^ En. 
glish Church, some of Separates, most of them nothing 
at all. Arise O Lord, or tiiis people perish. O shew 
thy salvation to them, revive thine own work, or we 
are an undbne people.'* 

Under date of Sept. 25, he wrote agam — ^*« Now this 
weeks visits are finished ; what have I done ? Hii^re 
I beenr faithful ? O, if so in any measure, praise to my 
rock, my strength. I trust the great things of religion 
vhave, in my poor way, been ptessed upon them : Some 
appear really resolved for God, all were more or less 
affected. I fear some have professed what t\ey knoW 
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not ; all have promised familj worship &c. regularlj, 
morning, and evening : all have promised to be in ear- 
nest about ialvatioik O Lord, I commit the whole to 
thee t breathe on my poor feeble attempts ; grant the 
success ; tis all of thee : O come among this blind, 
hardened, perishing people : Shew them thy salvation : 
Liord arise, arise, and save. Amen* Amen. 

Oct. 1st he sayft^** My remarks alas f admit of no 
changes yet. Tts true I have met with three female 
prefessors, one of them I really hope is genuine : but 
ob» the midnight slumbers of the rest f darkness ! to» 
tal darkness I darkness ! darkness that might be felt, 
with no desire of real day ! O earth, earth, earth, liear 
the word of the Lord. Open, great God, the -ear and 
heart of this people. O what triumphs would grace 
fpin if soch sinners were brought home ! every house 
prayertess ^ save one f every heart as adamant. Q 
Lord^ for m life givmg word'* 

Under the same dsLte^in visiting the Islands he says— 
'^ Some comfort to^y, blessed be God ; here are three 
prayerfiilfiunilies, four professors, two are communicants, 
but false hopes have slain their thousands : woeful is 
the security of fig leaves : sad ignorance in many : four 
nnbaptized." 

<* Oct. 2d very hard and painful work to bring any 
to conviction of duty, sin, or danger. Prayerless, and 
yet self condemned for it, Christless, confessedly and 
jet easy and secure ! ignorant and pleading that as a 
rightecHisness ! What stronger proof of the corrup* 
ttoo of the human heart can be imagined than thi&. 
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Alas, alas ! O let none defer jthe one thing needful till> 
old age in hopes of being more at leisure or better dis* 
posed then. A sad instance of the fatal danger of that» 
has this day been seen : fourscore years, bowed down 
with all the decrepit, and yet determined after all 
warnings to rest satisfied, for no other reason but be- 
cause not afraid of death. Woe is me I Ah my heart I 
Great God grant strength, and zeal and faithfulness i 
naake these poor souls firm to the resolution this day 
professed, and O revive thy work that.tlus heart-break- 
ing blindness may come to an end/' 

Nov. 11. ** Hitherto almost all I have met with has 
been for a lamentation : can I now change my note f 
Alas ! alas I is all I can say yet : here I have had sad 
view of ignorance, and carelessness in every houses 
youth wrapt in slumber, and old age by their practice 
saying sleep on: Yea by every appearance like the Ethio- 
pians skin they acknowledge every thing, assent to all 
that is said ; yet conscience in a comer inaccessible, 
What shall I say I inveterate habits of vice, an4 QO re- 
morse. It gives me some comfort that I have found 
one prayerful family, and a humble professor at the 
head of it ; and in another, one struck oS from fals<^ 
hope and under coQviqtion : Lord, fasten it and increase 
the number ! Amen ! Amen P' Such appears to have 
been the st^te of Mr. Murray's mind at the close of 
the year 1766| and it will not appear strange that God's 
work was soon revived in Boothbay. In the course of 
the winter following the attention to religion was con« 
siderable, a Ch^r^h was organized oxj Presbyterian prin* 
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ciplesy aad on the 12th of April l767f the sacrament 
of the Lord's supper was administered there for the 
first time. The Church then consisted of fifty one per- 
sonSf of whom thirteen were that day received* About 
one hundred communicants appeared, members of oth- 
er Churches being joined with them» and all sat down 
together to celebrate the dying love of thetr Saviour* 
The awakening continued, and in October of the same 
year 20 persons more were received to the Chmch, and 
the saerament was again administered to about two 
hundred and twenty persons. Many of these were 
probably gathered from the adjoining towns, as there 
was no Church eastward of Boothbay at that time, and 
the revival there together with the administration of the 
sacrament would naturally draw together the pious pro- 
feiring people from a considerable distance. During 
the winter following the word of the Lord continued to 
have firee courset and was glorified in the conversion of 
Moahf so that in April 1768, eleven persons more made 
pnblie confession of their Saviour before men, and 
were admitted to communioa at his table. In Septem* 
ber following Mr. Murray stiles it *' a glorious day" 
with tfaera» as eighteen persons were received to the 
Churchy making sixty-three ht all who had been gath- 
ered in during that season of revival. * 

Mir. Murray was at this time the only Minister settled 
eastward of Woolwich, and his labours were abundant 
in all the surrounding region. The shower of grace 
which had so plentifully watered his particular charge 
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r.i^ exLcnded into the adjoining towns, where »>thtnlf 
vi-ttt^'f^d pnpuUiion had recently planted thenosdres. 
'Hie following extract from a testimonial left by the ses- 
sion ,of the Church on their records concerning this sea- 
son of refreshing will best exhibit the character of the 
work» and the eztenfion of it in the neighboring towns : 
It IS dated ia the year 1767* 

** It had been rery observable thstt through the ^riiole 
of the winter a very nnusual seriousness and solemnity 
appeared amongst the generality of the people here* ac- 
companied with an insatiable deure after the word, and 
several persons awakened to an anxious concern tor 
their souls ; bat nothing very remarkable of a poUic 
nature until the sacrament ; then there were, such symp- 
toms of the powerful and special presence of the God of- 
grace, as every one might discern,, and we can never 
enough be thankful for :. it was a solemn^ sweet and 
glorious season : many of God's childien were filled 
with the joys of the Lord, and many poor souls brought 
to see their need of that Saviour they had shamefully 
neglected, and wickedly crucified. The efiects were 
evident the ensuing week and on the next Sabbath : inu 
Mediately on the back of which the Pastor at the call 
of several of the neighboring towns, visited Pownalbor* 
ough, Sheepseutt, the head of the Tide, Walpole^ Har- 
rington, &c. And during the space of two weeks wliich 
this tour took up, he preached every day : and the work 
of God was glorious : every day it appeared that some 
were awakened : many souls old and young were 
pricked to the heart, many obliged to cry out in their, 
dbtress; some were clearly brought out in^o the light of 
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ihe GotpeL It seemed in all these places that the AU 
mighty hand was displayed with such power as if the 
Lord was resolred to make his word bear down every 
thing before it* When our pastor returned and told 
the wonderful works of God both from the pulpit and 
at the Society and the Wednesday exercise, the news 
was very joyful to all who. had erer tasted any thing 
of religion! very alarming to the secure, and greatly 
confirmed the convictions of such as had been awaken- 
ed : religion became the conversation of all companies : 
the voice of opposition was struck dead t upon almost 
every occasion of public worship which, was then, more 
fiequent than usual* the congregation was drowned in 
tears, and some new instances of conviction or comfort 
appeared. The Pastor's lodgings were then daily ex ou* 
ded with poor wounded souls that knew not what to do ; 
with whom he often found sweet employment day and. 
ught, sometimes till three o'clock in the morning, often 
tyi after midnight, with one company after anothen 
The intermission seasons on the Sabbath were then u- 
ken up entirely in the works of piety ; some would re- 
pair wherever they saw any person that was deemed an 
experienced christian (all of whom we found greatly 
quickened at that time) to lay their cases open to him ; 
some to the Minister, some to secret prayer, and great 
companies would retire to the woods to sing hymns of 
praise ; so that one might almost all the time hear the 
wilderness singing hosannas. The Societies were then 
precious seasons ; it seemed sometimes as if heaven was 
come down to dwell on earth. The Wednesday exerci- 
ses, were also greatly blessedi especially on the youngs 
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peopk and die diildrens day s, m Mnie of which we eoiiU 
• see the dear little habes by forty in a company cryoig 
and weeping on account of their state, whilst dieir ten* 
der parents with bursting hearts and streaming eyes 
stood by : and in some instances and particularly once 
at the west end of the town* the whole congregation 
seemed to be taken hold of : after the Messing was pro* 
nounced, dieir hearts were so wounded that near thirty 
persons men and women cried out ; whilst a goodly 
number of God's children were overcome with joy at the 
sight, and O what a season the remainder of that day 
was among them. Thus it continued through aU the 
summer amongst us ; and blessed be God it u not yet 
gone. What fruits may afterwards appear we la^a^i 
not, wi^it numbers have been brought home we pretend 
not to guess ; these things we refer to him whose work 
it is. But for the sake of the following age into whose 
hands these records may fall, we cannot help leaving 
this our joint public testimony to the glory of God, and 
not of any mortal, but rather to our own abasement^ 
and the shame both of Minister and people that we did 
not improve it in another manner, that there has tl^ 
year thus far been an evident, powerful and glorious 
work of God's spirit^carried on in this and the neigfa» 
bouring towns in the awakening and we believe the coife* 
version of many souls, which may the same grace coik 
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tinae and increate untillhe whole eastfa bow to the con* 
queror Christ."* 

Signed, Johh Murmat, Pastor^ 

WihLUM MooMf { Ruling Eldera. 

JOBH BmATH^ L 

^AMUtl /foAMS, *) 

IsMAEt DAriSf > Deacons. 

EpanAtM M*FAkiMi»t j 

The ministry of Mr. Murray at SootKbay continued 
for a little more than thirteen years* His talenu were 
of a superior castf and could not fail to attract the no- 
tice of polished Societies where he had opportunity to 
preach. In the year I775» he was solicited to take the 
pastoral charge ofoneofthe societies in Boston. Against 
tins ^people remonstrated, and in town meeting chose 
John Beath and Paul Reed a committee to meet a Pres- 
bytery at Brunswick respecting this matter. Mr. Mm> 
ray did not remove at this tmie» hiit about four yearsi 
pftert he removed to Newbury Port and toojt the pasto^ 
ral care of the Presbytevian church tbere, then vacant 
by the death of Rev. Jonathan Parsons. 

The removal of Mr. Murray from Boothbay was a 
g ri cv ons thing to many of the people, and for three or 
four years they were destitute of stated preaching. In 
March 1785, the town voted an appropriation of 100/ 
^ the support of a minister, and appointed the Session 
of' the Church as a committee to employ a candidate -— 
It would be wrong to withhold from the people at Booth* 
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bay, the praise which is justly doe to them fbt thb 
measure. It has been the practice of some parishes 
when deprived of a Minister by death or otherwise, to 
step forward and take the lead in thebofinefs of settling 
another to the almost exclusion of the Church. Bat 
here was a noble example of a Parish, or rather a town, 
referring the choice of a Minister to the Church to whon^ 
he would sustain the endearing relation of Pastor. 

It does not appear that any person was soon employ* 
ed. In the winter of 1785» a Mr. Merrill was preadi- 
ing at Boothbay, but the Committee were directed t» 
employ another person. In March of the year feUoir* 
ing a Mr. Williams was engaged for six months, and 
for two or three years after, the people had occafional 
preaching, but employed no candidate for settlement 
In the summer of 1789, Mr. Jonathan Gould waft em- 
ployed a short time, and in September of that year the 
committee were directed by the town either to engage 
Mr. Gould for a longer term, or to send for Mr. John» 
son who afterwards settled at Freeport. Mr. Gould was 
employedand in Nov. following was hired for a year. la 
August 1790, a meeting wais holden to see if the towa 
could agree to give Mr. Gould a call. But although 
he had been among them more than a year, the people 
were doubtful how to proceed. Unwilling to come to 
a decision on this point the town appointed a Commit- 
tee to confer with Mr. Gould respecting his peculiv 
sentiments, and to engage him for a farther time. In 
October following the town again assembled on xi» 
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saine businessy but tbeir meeting was dissolved without 
coming to any conclusion. Mr. pould continued to 
preach at Boothbay during the wintery and at the anun- 
al town Meeting in March 179 It the question was 
again proposed whether the town would give him a call» 
which was refused ; but a testimonial of his fair moral 
character was immediately voted.* He was soon after 
settled at Standish. 

The people being now destitute again, empowered 
Rev. Mr* McLean of Bristol who was about making a 
voyjige to Scotland, to procure them a Minister from 
that country ; but no success appears to have attended 
this ineasure, and for five years they had no steady 
preaching. In March 1796» a call was voted by the 
towA to Mr. Pelatiah Chapin. He continued with them 
through the sunmier succeeding, and November the 
mvitatlon was renewed, and the terms stated, but he 
declined. 

Daring the sunmier of 1797, Rev. John Sawyer, who 
had recently been dismissed from Oxford in the State 
of New-Hampshire, was employed as a candidate for 
settlement at Boothbay, and in November of that year 
received an bviution to settle there. The Church was 
still Presbyterians but was in a declining state. No re- 
vival of religion had marked its history since the min- 
istry of Mr. Murray, thirty years before, and the Lord's 
sapper had not been administered there for twenty years. 
It may well he supposed therefore that the Chuxch was 
in a scattered state. Theie was no Presbytery in Maine 
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V9kh which they could mute, and it was p ropotc d tittt 
diey should relmquish P ^b yte ri amsm, and beame a 
Congregational Church. Accordingly in September 
1798, William McCobb and seren oAers, members q£ 
the ancient Presbyterian Church, addressed the Lincoln 
Association, representing their disordered state, and re* 
questing their aid in reorganiung them as a Ccmgrega^ 
tional Chuich. Agreeably to this request, the Associa^ 
tion assembled at Boothbay, and having examined a 
number of the membets of the Presbyterian Church, 
embodied them as a Congregational Church.* This 
took place September 20, 1798, and in the following 
month Rev. Mr. Sawyer was installed. In July 1805, 
Mr. Sawyer lequested a dismission. A Council being 
convened advised to the measure, but the final dissoln* 
lion of the connexion did not take place until die close 
of the year 1808. In April following a call was pre* 
sented to Rev. Jabez Pond Fisher who had once been 
settled at Nottingham-West in New^Hampshire, which 
he accepted, and was installed in June of that year.— 
Mr. Fisher continued in the ministry at Boothbay a li^ 
tie more than seven years. In October 1816, he re* 
quested a dismission, which was granted upon the ad* 
vice of Council in the following nionth. 

A call was soon given to Mr. Jonathan Adams, since 
settled at Woolwich, to settle at Boothbay which he de» 
clined. Eatly in the year 1818, Mr. Isaac Weston was 
sent to Boothbay as a Missionary. « His going thither 
was followed by a considerably extensive revival rf re- 

• PootUuy Chwch Rtcordi . 
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ISgion in the place, from sixty to seventy being made 
bopefiil converts, which prepared the way for an invita- 
tion for him to settle in the Gospel ministry there.* — 
Rev. Mr. Weston was ordained at Boothbay in June of 
that year and remains the Minister of that people* 



^ftepoit Qf ihe Trustees of the Maine Mbiionary 9ocli^ for the ye|l 
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CHAPTER XV, 

1/67. 

tt Will best comport ^th our own design next to 
consider the Ecclesiastical a£fairs of several towns in 
Lincoln County which are not pardcnlariy connect^ 
with any others. They are Bristol, ancient Pownalbor- 
oughy Edgecomb and Litchfield. 

SRISTOL. 

The land now the town of Bristol, was granted to EL 
bridge and Aldsworth by the council of Flymoutfa in 
1639. Some few settlements had been made within 
the limits of the town nearly ten years before^* A 
number of people came from New-York and settled on 
the river Pemaquid about the year 1 665, and remained 
about fifteen years. During this time a fort was built 
there, and if we may credit Governor Sullivan's accoontf 
a town of some note also. <* There is yet,'* says he^ 
^ under the rubbish, near the remains of the foit» a, 
paved street, and the cellars of nearly thirty and perhaps 
forty houses." Another fort was built by Sir Williani 
Phips in 1692, and taken by the French and Indians 
from Mount Desert in about four years after.f During 
the Indian wars at this time the white settlements in 
Maine wete nearly all broken up, and no settlement 
was again made at Pemaquid until after the year i717» 
The town was incorporated by the name ol Bristol in 
1765. 



* Sullivan paj^e i^p, 

jlbM. page i64n ip;. 
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We have no acconnt of any Minister In Bristol, or 
tfnj religious order being, observed there prior to the in-^ 
corporation of the town. During the great revival of 
religion at Boothbay in 1767» Mr* Murray often visited 
Bristol^ and the people there became much interested in 
religious things.* A little previous to this» tlie town 
voted to build three Meeting-housesi one near Pemaquid 
fort, called ''Hanington Parish*' one in the northwest- 
erly part of the town on Damariscotta river, called 
* Walpole Parish" and one in the easterly part of the 
town called ** Broad Cove.^ In the latter part of the 
year 1766, one Meeting-house was built, and the Select- 
men were empowered to procure a Minister, and in 
Jane following the town appoirited a committee, " to 
take measures ta have a Church organized in the town 
on the Westminster confession and Presbyterian rules.'' 
Daring the year a Church was organized by Mr. Mur« 
mjf o£ Boothbay,.but no Minister was as yet found for 
the people. In May 1770> the town, being stiU desti- 
tute of a Minister, voted to send for Rev. Mr. Murray 
to preach with them one month, and baptize their chil- 
dieiiy and to send to Dr. Witherspoon of New-Jersey for 
a suitable candidate to settle with them. The present 
genemioa woold probably look on with astonishment 
to see the inhabitants of a town assembled in town- 
meetingv voting to have a Church organized among 
ihemf and sexidmjffar a Minister to come and baptize 
tbetr child]:en ; nor can we at this day ascertain the mo* 
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tivet hj which the people of Bristol were actuated m 
these Yerj singular proceedings.* 

The application of the people to Dr. Witherspoont 
was successful, and Mn Alexander McLean a native of 
Scotland, came on from New Jersey to supply tfaero.^— 
After a season of ttial he received a call in the year 
177% and was ordained in the following year. Mr. 
McLean was a Physician both of soul and body, a la» 
borieus man in both professions, a very serious preadi- 
f^, and an instrument of much good in the place^. But 
the town was badly situated for performing parochial 
duties, and Mr. McLean's health soon began to &iL-« 
Some help was occasionally provided for him bydi& 
people, and it was thought that it might soon be neces* 
sary to dismiss him or settle a Colleague. - 

Mr. McLean had requested a dismission on account of 
his health, but the people unwilling to part with him 
voted to procure him an assistant. This was in the 
year 1788. But nothing definite was accompltslied» 
and in the autumn of 1791, he went to Scotland, and 
remained there about a year. Afler his return tbe^ 
town voted to appropriate 95/ to procure a Preacher 
for the assistance of Mr. McLean ; but no person was 
provided, and the next year he again requested a dis«> 
mission, which in September 1795, was grafted by the 
t^own in a hasty manner without convoking a counciL 
Rev. Mr. McLean was still highly esteemed in the 
town, and so much confidence did the people place in 
bim» that at the same meeting that his dismission- vras 

« SimtUr vrocccdinga iKcrc had in tl)e towiu of Noriidgewock and N9«-C«» 



▼otiecklie was pat oa to a committee to oblsun a Minis^ 
ter* ^thm a few'months after this Mr. William Rid- 
del came as a candidate to Bristol Mr. McLean beings 
much pleased with, his preaching made a communica- 
tion to the town in June 1796» and in a very ingenuous 
manner proposed to them to recall his vequest for <^s- 
miniony and still remain their minister^ on condition 
that they would settle Mr. Riddel as a Colleague ; of* 
fering to preach in the easterly part o£tbe town where 
Jie resided without receiving any compensation. This 
proposal was cheerfully accepted by the town, and Mr.. 
Riddel was ordained in August of that year. 

Until this time the Church had. been. Presbyteiian.-— 
Rer. Mr. McLean was educated in that way, and had 
belonged to the ** Salem Presbytery." For some rea- 
sons he had- taken his dismission, from that body about 
twdve years before,* and. previous to the ordination of 
Mr. Riddel the Church, with Mr. McLean as Modera- 
tor» Toted unanimously to change their form to a Con- 
gngaxlonal Church.f - After the ordinatioa of his col^ 
leagoe Mr. McLean preached occasionally in Bristol as 
he had engaged^ to do, and laboured considerably as a 
Ifisaonary in the waste places around him. He lived 
about ten. years after this event, and died while on a vis- 
it at New Castle, but was brought to Bristol and buri- 
edi Rev. Mr. Riddel remained Pastor of the Church at 
Bristol: only eight years. In the summer of 1804<, he 
was dismissed by mutual consent. After an. interval of. 
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three yeorsy Rev. Jonathan Beldeot who had neen £s* 
fnissed from Winthropi wsis iastalkd Psutor of the 
Church. Tlus took place Aog. i% 1807. Mr. Belden 
remained in connexbn with this Church and people 
ten years, when the parish being diminished, he was dis« 
missed by mmoal consent, and they baive since been des* 
titute. 

WISCASSCT. 

The ancient town of Pownalborough wai incorpo- 
vated in the year 1710. It then included what is now 
Wiscasset, Alna and Dresden. A settlement was ac» 
tempted at Wiscasset pointf as early as 1661 » but the 
people were driven oflTby the Indians. Settkments 
were agam commenced in ITSQi and rendered perma^ 
nent.:( 

In the year 1773, a Congregational Church was or- 
ganized in Pownalborough, and Rev. Thomas Moora 
was ordained. Mr. Moore remained the Minister of the 
4own eighteen years and was then dismissed. In two 
years after the dismission of Mr. Moore, Rev. Alden 
Bradford was ordained in his stead. Mr. Bradford's 
ministry continued about seven years, when at his own 
special request, on account of ill health, he was dismiss* 
ed. He afterwards regained his healtli^ and is now Sec* 
retary of the State of Massachusetts. In September 
1802, Rev. Heaekiah Packard, who was first settled at 
Chelmsford, was installed at Wiscasset* 9pi is the pre* 
sent Minister. 



fPronovnccd l>y the IntflaiM wUtemttett and id tald to mesa tke COTihUi^ 
•f thret watCTf or rivcfi.— Hist. Coll. 
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A little previous to the settlement of Mr. Moore at 
Wiseasset point, an Episcopal establishment had been 
made in the northwesterl^^ part of Pownalboroogh, 
now the town of Dresden, and Rev. Mr. Baile7 employ* 
ed to officiate.f About the time of the ordination of Mr« 
Qradford in 179dit the parish in this section of the town 
was incorporated. In 1801> a Congregational Church 
was organized there, and Rev. Freeman Parker its pre* 
tent Pastor, was ordained. 

A third parish had also been established in the north 
part of Pownalborough. At the time Dresden was 
incorporated this also was established as a town by the 
name of New-Milford. It is now called Alna. In the 
jear 1796, a Church was gathered here and Rev. Jona. 
than Ward ordained. Mr; Ward continued to preach 
at Alna a little more than twenty years. In 1817, he 
'Was dismissed at his own request, and riraioved to Ply* 
nontfa in New»Hampshire. Afler being destitute about 
one year the Church and people united in the choice of 
Mb Samuel Johnson, and he was ordained over them 
November 25, 1818. He is their present Minister. 

EDGECOM». 

This town lies between Boothbay and New-Castle, and 
has its name probably from Sii Richard Edgecomb of 
Great Britain to whom Sir Ferdinando Gorges had 
made a grant of lands in Maine^ or perhaps from Jphn 
Edgecomb, a descendant of his who once lived in Maine^ 
and endeavored to obtain the land. The town extendu 
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across the tract of land Ipng between Daiiiameo|i3i> 
and Sbeepscat Rivers. A few earlj settlemoits vere^ 
made in it* In 1774» the town was- incorporated* yet. 
little was done for the support of the gospel 9t that, 
time. The reason probably was that the oldest part of 
the town was separated fromrWiscasset* only by Sheeps* 
cut river, which, the people could, cross at any timet, 
and the other parts of the town lay contiguons dther. 
to New<Castle or Boothbay ;. and as these, three towns 
. were supplied with ministers, the peopte at Edgecombe 
felt less need of the stated ministry of the word among^ 
themselves. They howevei^ had: some preaching. - 
among them. A Mr. Pickles,, and. some other Minis* 
ters resided occasionally with them. In the year 1782».. 
Rev. Mr. Whiting was dismissed from. New Castle, as. 
has already deen stated^ and was not recommended by 
the CounciL The people at Edgecomb were neverthe*- 
less inclined to hear him, and in June 1 7SS, a Council! 
was convened at Edgecomb who restored Mr. Whiting 
to good standing, and organized a small Church in that, 
town. It seems altogether probable that there was an. 
intention of having Mr. Whiting installed at Edgecombe, 
But it never took place, and no candidate was invited U>> 
settle here for eighteen years after the gathering of the- 
Church. The first settled Minister of the town was. 
Rev. Benjamin Chatman. He was ordained March. 
4th 1801, and lived but little more than three years.—- 
He died with a consumption July 13, 1804. After be- 
ing destitute thiee years Rev. Samuel Sewall was or- 
dained Pastor of the Church, September 30, 1807. — 
M£» Sewall coaiinued his ministrations at Edgecomb* 



MTCHFIELD. i9S 

ciaren yean. IPhe Society then became leeakened, 
the ciTil contract between him and the people was dis* 
solved, and he removed to Phipsburg, but still retains « 
his pastoral relation to the Church &t Edgecombe 

lITCKFlELn. 

lliis town lies in the westerly part of Lincob Conmy 
adjoining Monmouth in Kennebeck County, and was 
first settled in 1778. A Congregational Church con- 
sisting of four males and eleven fenudes was organised ' 
there on June 6, 1811. It now consjsti of twenty-fiv^ 
members, and ad>out thirty families are connected with^ 
the Society. 

** Some facts respecting the history of the Church in 
Litchfield are worthy of preservation. Two brothers 
by the name of Smith, about 40 years ago, from Massa- 
chusetts, commenced the settlement of the town. Hav* 
Sng been accustomed from early life, to attend the pub* 
lie worship of God, they were unwilling to live even in 
the wilderness without observing the Sabbath as they 
bap been uught to do, and especially were they unwiU 
ling their children should grow up in ignorance of th^ 
duty and privilege of public worship. Hence soon af- 
ter their settlement, they set up a meeting on the Sab- 
bath for prayer, the reading of the Scriptures, and such 
suitable books as they had. This meeting has been 
continued to the present time ; and not a Sabbath has 
occurred when one of these pious brothers was not able 
to attend this little flock, and to take the lead in these 
holy services. As the fruit, no doubt, of these pious 
labonrs, in 1811 a revival of religion was experienced, 
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and twenty five sonls became hopefully the subject 
of grace ; about one half of whom were the children of 
these faithful men. One of these excellent men is dead, 
and the other has reached nearly fourscour years. The 
Church and society are anxious to have a Pastor^ and 
their venerable spiritual guide^ .Itke aged SimeoUi is 
waiting for the consolation that he may depart ia 
peace."* 
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CHAPTER XVI. 
177s. 

. Oor attention will now be directed eastward to the 
Churches gathered in the County of Hancock. In the 
whole County we find fourteen Congtegational Church* 
lesf ten on the eastern and four on the western side of 
Femobscot river. We shall consider first those in the 
eastern division of the County as being the most an« 
dent. This territory was early visited by the Europe* 
ans. «* The people of the Colony of New Plymouth 
erected a trading house within the town of Penobscot 
(atCastine probably) in the year 1626."* After that 
the French had possession. In 1654, Oliver Cromwell 
sent Major Sedgewick with some forces who took the 
fort at Castiney and subjugated the country to the east- 
ward of that place. The town of Sedgewick most pxo- 
baUy has its name from this man. At the treaty of 
Breda, is 16679 this part of the country was ceeded ta 
the French by Charles the 2d. Soon after this a French 
Baron called Castine, or Casteen as the name is some* 
times spelty took up his residence at Penobscot.f Some 
people kipposed him to be a Jesuit, and others consider- 
ed his personal character as equivocaL All were how- 
ever convhiced, of his entire enmity to the people of 
New England. Voltaire and the Abbe Raynal, con- 
sider his chaxacter as a very extraordinary one. They 
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i ••Banoa Castine settled oa the eftstern side of the Penobccot near its 
moatb In iMi, and d^d there in itfp7««iBit* Coll? vol. p, page 218. 



I 
196 CONGREGATIOVALMTg. 

say that he was Colonel of the Regiment of Carignoa ; 
a man of good connexionsy and of good abilities.^***- 
After Castine settled at Penobscot Le culdvated the 
friendship of the Savages, and married the daughter of 
an Indian Chief. But nothing like a civtfised settle- 
ment was made on the Bsnohscot at this time. Castine 
was himself but a better sort of a Savage and did no- 
thing toward civilizing the tribe with which he was 
connected ; and there were no considerable whke settle* 
jBents tnade within this territory prior to the year 177(K 
About this time a few bouses were scattered along en 
the western side of Bigwaduce river, within the town 
of Penobscot. In May 1774, there were seven hottses 
only on the neck where the village of Castbe is now 
built, and only four of them framed buildingSf the otli« 

ers beine of logs. 
The Church at Bluehill is the most ancient of any ki 

this region. The settlement in this town was commence 
ed in the year 176S. Mr. Joseph Wood moved into die 
town in April of that year, and was followed in Novem* 
ber by Mr. John Roundy. From that time the settle- 
ment advanced with a tolerable degree of rapidity.-*-' 
The plantation was first called East Andover, apd dies 
Newport, but was finally incorporated by the name of 
Blue hill in October 1788. So earnest were the people 
to obta!h the stated Ministry of the word that in onlf 
(ive years after the first family moved into the town die 
inhabitants by vote appropriated a sum of money to 
support a Minister. For about twenty five years from 
this time, and until the permanent settlement of the 

•SiUviQ page 158. 
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ttSnistry among them, the people at Blue hill were sup- 
plied with preaching during a part of several years by 
diBFdrent persons, some who came a's cav^didates for set- 
tlementy some who jwerc hired by the people for short 
terms of time, and some who were Missionaries. Re^« 
Messrs. Little, Lancaster, Oliver Noble, Seth Noble, 
Carrier, Sawyer, Read, Miller, Lyon, McClintock, 
Cleaveland, and Huse, were the principal of them. — 
Rev. Mr. Little of Kennebunk, was at Bluehill as early 
as the year 1772, and in October of that year he gath- 
ered a Church there consisting of eight males, and six^ 
&males. It was a little vine planted in the midst of a 
liowling wilderness, but through the merciful provii- 
deuce of God it was not suETered to be destroyed* In 
die summer of 1793, Mr. Jonathan Fisher was-employ^- 
ed by the people to preach at Bluehill. On the ap- 
proach of winter he returned to the westward, and in 
the summer succeeding came again to Bluehrll. In 
die year 1795, he was again there, and in October of 
diis year received a call to settle, and was ordained Ju- 
ly 13, 1796. The exercises of the ordination were per- 
formed at the head of the Bay in a field, neai* where the 
n>ad flow passes the grist-milLf 

About three years after the ordination of Rev. Mr. 
Fisher, the place was visited with a gracious outpouring 
«f the Holy Spirit, and fifty-seven persons were gather- 
ed into the Church in one year. Considering the state 
of the settlement at that time this must have been a 
very considerable revival of religion. In tlie year 1816, 

f Church Records. 

O 
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znanjr were awakened, smd forty pers6zis were added to 
the Church. Mr. Fisher is still their Minister. 

Not long after the organization of the Church at 
Bluehill a Church was gathered on Deer Isle, which is, 
the outermost land on the eastern shore of Penobscot 
Bay. A small settlemient was made here early, and: 
nptwithstanding their insulated situation the people en* 
joyed the regular ordinances of the Gospel at a period 
considerably earlier than any other town eastward of 
the Penobscot. In the year 1785, Rev. Peter PowerSf.. 
who had been dismissed from Haverhill in New«Hamp» 
shire the year before, came tp Deer Isle, and took the 
pastoral charge of the Church in that place. In this 
station he continued to labour with zeal, activity and 

success for fourteen years, when he was removed from 

, * . . '•■ ... 

them by death. In the year 1798, a revival of religion 
commenced at Deer Ide and continued into the next 

■ 

year. A letter written by Mr. Powers dated March 20, 

1799, is presented in Backus' history of the BaptistSi in 

which he states that there were then forty ^ subjects of 

the work,** and many more "under pressmg convic- 
> •if ^ * , • *» 

tions." Mr. Powers was at that time confined to his 

* • ■ 

house, and Mr. £benezer Eaton, a licentate Preacher of 
Mount Desert, was labouring among his people. He 
was near the close of life, and was no longer able to go 
in and out before the people of his charge. He died in 
the early part of the same year. Mr. Powers was a 
faithful and discriminating preacher, and was possessed 
of superior talents. A publication of his entitled " a , 
humble enquiry into the nature of covenanting with 
God," was issued about three years before his death. It 
exhibits much strength of mind, and contains very con- 
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clasive reasoning against the practice of what has been 
termed the ** Half way Covenant" 

For ten years after the death of Mr. Powers the 
'Church was destitute of a stated Pastor. During this 
term the people were supplied with Preachers a part of 
the time. In 1802, they invited Mr. Phinehas Randal 
to seide wit& them. Mr. Randal had been preaching 
at Norridgewocky and the pa^ adjacent* and had been 
the &vored instrument of a considerable revival of re- 
ligion there. He however, declined the invitation of 
the people at Deer Isle, and they w^re left still destitute. 

In 1-809^ the people succeeded in a resettlement of the 
Gospel ministry among them. Rev. Joseph Brown, 
who was first settled in England, and after that at Ex- 
eter in New-Hampshire, having been dismissed from 
that place,' :was 'installed ait 'Dder Isle. Mri Biown con* 
timied in the ministry at this place ten years. Toward 
^e close of that peiiod, supposing that he was no long- 
er usefiil at De^r tsle, he solicited of (he people a dismis- 
sion, to which they consented, but it was never consum- 
floated by any ecclesiastical act, and Mr. Brown remain- 
td Pastor of the Qhurch until his death which took 
place suddenly in September 1819. The Church is now 
▼acant. Rev. Abijah Wines, formerly of Newport in 
New-Hampshire has been labouring among the people 
for a considerable time, and much attention to religion 
has appeared. 

The third Church organized in the eastern part of 
the County of Hancock, was at Sedgewick. The set- 
tlements were made at this place about the same time 
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with those at Bluehill. It was called by the Indians 
Naskv»eg and was incorporated by its present- name in 
January 1789. In a ^hort time> the people anxious to 
enjoy the stated ordinances of religion took measures for 
the settlement of a Minister In September 1793, Rev, 
Daniel Merrill was ordained Pastor of the Church.—* 
The Churches assisting on this occasion were those at 
Deer Isle, ByeSeld, and the North Church in Newbury- 
port. Dr. Spring preached on the occasion, Mr. Pow- 
ers gave the charge, and Dr. Parish presented the right 
hand. In about five years after the ordination of .Mr« 
Merrill divine influences were copioufly afforded at 
Sedgewick, and a very remarkable revival of religion 
took place Indeed a most refreshing shower spread 
over the whole vicinity. In the year ISCH, Mr. Merrill 
professed a change in his sentiments in regard to Bap- 
tism. The greater part of the Church embraced. his 
new opinions, and on the i5th of May 1805, Mr. Mer- 
rill and about eighty others were immersed, a Baptist 
Church was constituted, and Mr. Merrill was re-ordain- 
ed as its Pastor. The Congregational Church was not 
however wholly broken up. A few were still attached 
to the principles of psedobaptism, and some additions 
have since been made to them. About thirty members 
are now found in the Chuich,* but the society has not 
yet acquired sufficient strength to settle another ministeibi 
The next religious establishment in this region was in 
the town of Penobscot. We have already noticed the 
first settlement at this place. The Indians called the 



* Report f>f th< Trustee* of thf Maine Mittlorury Society for'iStj^f 
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pHace Majorbtgwaduce, and it is still b^ some called 
by the corrupted name, " Bagaduce." In February 
1 1^87, the town was incorporated by the name of Penob- 
tcOt, and then comprehended Castine also. The same 
year the town made provision to employ a Preacher, 
ud soon took measures to build a Meeting-house. But 
concerning the location of this there was no small dissen- 
tion.* The settlement on the point was then increasing, 
bat the more considerable and older settlements were 
sereral miles up Bigwaduce river, it was therefore evi- 
dent diat the people would not all be well accommodat- 
ed in any one place of worship. Accordingly in June 
nOSf a parish was established in the old part of the 
town, and the settlement of a minister hastened. Mr. 
Jonathan Powers, the son of Rev. Mi. Powers of Deer- 
Isl^ was employed s^s a Preacher, and in March 1795, 

leceivedfrom the parish an invitation to settle. But as 

. ■ » -.1' ••. ■ 

yet there was no Church in the town, and on June 17th 
a. Council was convened <<at the old Meeting-house. 
near CoL William Webbers" .where after a sermon bv 
Rer* Mr. Powei s of Deer Isle, fifteen persons, including 
the pastor elect, were foiled into a regular Church.f 
On the 26th of August following a Council was again 
convened, and Rev. Mr. Powers was ordained. Mr. 

- - • : I 

t , . . 1 •• » 

Powers remained happily and usefully employed at Pe- 
nobscot until the autraun of the year 1807, when he 
was removed by death. In a h'ttle more than a year 
from this, the Mame Missionary Society sent Mr. Philip 
Spaulding to reside awhile at Penobscot. His labours 



• See PeiiobicorTown Rccordi. 
t Chnrch lUctnh, 
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proTing acceptable to the people, the parish addrw* 
sed a letter to the Trustees of the Society wha rcUn^ 
quishcd their claims upon him, and in. November 1809f 
he was ordained over the Church and people iji that 
place. Mr. Spaulding continued at Penobscot a little 
^ more than three years, when he thought it expedient to 
ask a dismission, to which the peopk consented, with 
advice of council in August 1813. He has since been 
' settled at Jamaica in Vermont. The Church< at Penob* 
scot has since been destitute of a stated Pastor. The 
new town of Brooksrille has recently been taken from 
that of Penobscot, and a consideiable proportion of the 
church members belong to that town. 

The second pai ish in Penobscot found it expedient 
soon to become a separate town,, and in the year 1796, 
it was incorporated by the name of Castine. In, about 
a year after this Mr. William Mason was employed. to 
preach at Castine, and in. Odlober 1 793, a Church* was 
organized, and Rev. Mr. Mason was ordained. He is 
the present Minister of that people. 

Several years after this, a number of people living at 
Castine had become- members of the Congregational 
Church in Bluehill. Thinking they might enjoy spe- 
cial ordinances among themselves with greater conve- 
nience, they were at length constituted a second Cot^ 
gregational Church in Castine*. This took .place in 
August 1820. 

Next in date to the Church at Penobscot we find that 
at Mount Desert. This is a large mountainoas Island 
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lying between Frenchman's Bay* on the east, and Unioni 
river on the west, and now compreh^ding the towns 
mf Mount Desert and Eden. 

The French erected a Fort here about the year 
1603, and called the place Mount Mansell, and the fort 
they called Sauveur.. They were however driven away 
by Sir Samuel Argal in 1618. f During this time two 
Jesuits resided at Mount Desert, and after the French 
were driven off a few families rebained, and in 1693, 
one Thurry, a French Missionary, resided there for a 
lime. But no very considerable settlement was made at 
. Mount Desert until after the revolutionarv war. Mis- 
sionaries occasionally visited the place, and after the set* 
tlement of Mr. Powers at Deer Isle the people some* 
times enjoyed the benefit of his labours. Previous to 
the year 1798, a small Church had been gathered here>. 

« When De Motte first came to America (ubout tiSoj) there came one 
Nicholas D*Aubri, a French Ecclesiastic of very good family conoexions.— 
Nicholas went.oo shore upon the west side of the Bay of Fuudy, which at 
that time had no name appropriated to it, but was considered as belonging 
to the waters of Acadle. Coriovity, which had brought him from Europe led 
Mm iflto the woods i and tlieboat from which he had landed left him to hif' 
late. His account of bis sufferings was no doubt very pitiful ; for he remain- 
ed three weclcs in the wilderneds- wandering from place to place under the 
■lost terHble apprehensions, until the boat of the same Tessf 1, by accident 
found him on the shore, and restored him to the ship's company. From 
this accident the waters of the whole bay of Fundy were called »'Freiich- 
nun's Bay." The inner part of the waters called Frenchman's Bay finally 
fained the appellation of the Bay of Fundy, and the ancient appellation be- 
came appropriated to r he wcstein side of the waters, and near to Mount 
Desert,** Abbe Raynal, and Carthier's Voyages, cited by eolUfan page 5^ 

>.Parcluse aaf Smith cited by Sullivan page 157* 
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juid Mr. Ebene^iir EatM, a mmhet of tittfl Ctufrcii 
was licensed to pM»eh, aad thttft die eajoyiiiMnt of eda- 
stant preaching was sectiird to tbe- (Mplet In Juie- <%* 
tbe year 1798, a ^rktj ettensi«>e reVh^ €ft i^igion com- 
jmenced therey a^made fragM^ ^ a' considenUede-^ 
grefe m thi»'s&l>^aeltit yesu^. The f6ll6wmg extract 
from a fettek' written hy Mn Powers of B^r Isle, dated' 
M^th 20, 1799, v^iU hek 'exhibit dM ttateof tliingt at' 
tteittimek ** in the beginning of Jane last I ^B^Mcsdled 
** to MDnnt Deleft to^idftMnister saoti^nentsioirChu^ ^ 
« wild hav^ not a stated Bastor, aAd tarried with tlrem " 
<' about nihe days | wDen, in preachiAg M]r s^eoM'ser- 
^ inon, diegl<^ of the Lord came dowii in a wdnderfol ' 
o'tnanner* One convicted and hbpMdly 'coriYertisd uii* 
<< der the sermon was added to- the Church abbiit two ' 
^ day& after^ and three others who had before obtiuiEied ' 
** a hope. Three months after this I went agsun to ad* 
*< minister the L6rd^s supper, at which time I admitted 
** twenty-eight whd had been hopefully brought home in 
** the interval. Th^ work of conviction was then going 
*< on powerfully in the town, and spreading into those * 
** adjoining on the same Island* Our association had ' 
** licensed dear MrJ Ebenezer Eaton to preach, who im- 
<< proved his talent, labouring night and day among 
« them, whom the Lord remarkably owned.** ♦ 

The Qiurch at Mount Desert has ever since continued ' 
in a flourishing state. In 1816 an extensive rievivs^l of ' 
religion again marked its history, and between uztyasd 



* Back«*hinor7 of the Bsptirts Vol. a. page 3^3 v 
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titFenty souls obtained a hope in the Lord. * No person 
has ever yet been ordained to the pastoral care of this 
Church. Mr. Eaton, who is mentioned by Mr. Powers 
still lives at Mount Desert, and preaches constantly 

« 

there. He has often been solicited to take the pastoral 
charge of the Churchy but declines receiving ordina* 
Uon. 

SULLIVAN. 

On September 26, 1801, Rev. Abij ah Wines and Rev. 
}otham SewaU organized a small Church in the town 
of Sullivan, a town lying at the head of Frenchman's 
Bay. It is still small and destitute of a stated Pastor. 

BUCKSPORT. 

A few settlements weie made in the upper part of 
^is town either during the revolutionary war or soon 
after the peace- But the settlement where the chief 
village is now built is of recent origin. At the open- 
irtg of the year 1803 there were but seventeen houses at 
that spot. At that time a Congregational Church was 
gathered there, and their present Minister, Rev. Mighill. 
Blood, was oidained. 

ELLSWORTH. 

A settlement was made at this place about the year 
1763. Union river f intersecting the town made it 



« Eee Mr. Eatoa*s journal iu the Repoit of the Tnuteet of the Maine Mis- 

rionary Society for i8i7« 

f The name of this rWn h said to have originated in the Following cir> 
oimatance : In 176a ■■ Llvermore Esq- and certain others with hbu 
came there to lay ou( twelve townships of land^ tba to be west, and six ta 
be east of Mount Desrrt. Finding the townatiips to meet on this river which 
extended up into the country, it was proposed to call it " Union river,* • 
which after the cerenieny of breaking a bottle ^f RBto was agreed t9* ^*^- 
BJudOU Clitfrcb Rectrdfi. 
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convenient sti a place of tnisiness. In the autamn of 

the year 17S4» Rev. John Uiquhart^ a Presbyterian 

Clergyman, visited thii phice, and pr^urhed for a terra 

of time. This town was fo&ie times called New^Bodi 

wine, but was not then inc<»porated, and the inhalutants 

principally occupied the township No 6» and No. !• In 

the summer of I785» Mr. Urquhart was preaching at 

Topsham, and Benjamin' Joy, and John Smith, at a com^ 

mittee for the people at Union river; empowered Captl 

Matthew Patten to proceed to Topsham and praeot k 

call to Mr. Urquhart to become then: Minister, and to 

request the ** Salem Presbytery'' aoout to itieet thane t6' 

install him. This was accordingly done on the 7th of 

September in that year.f Mr. Urquhart now proceed^ 

ed to Union river, and commenced hii stated labonrs | 

ut difficulties soon appeared. The character of Mr. 

Urquhart was suspicious ; the people became dissatisfied 

with him, and he was dismissed from them in tbe early' 

part of the year 1790. It does not appear probable, 

considering all circuinstances, that ^y Church was 

regularly organized at Union river during Mr. Urqu- 

liart's ministry, no recprd of such a transaction being 

found. 

In September 1812, a Congregational Chuxch wais"^ 

gathexed in Ellsworth, and the present Minister Rev<*- 

Peter Nourse was ordained. 



« This HAme it pronoun^d Urcatt, and Mmetlmes OrcuttN 
t Sec sketch tf the PieebjterUuit. 
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BlLFASTk 

This town lies at' die head of Penobtcot Bay» and is 
divided ahnost centrally by Belfast Riyer» which is 
qavigable nearly three ttiles from the Bay^* The settle^ 
^lenc began before die revoltitiottary war» which was 
^stressiagly felt by the people. Most of die inhabi- 
tants were constrained to leave their farms axid remove 
westward^ and did iiot return again until after the peace. 
About ninety families had setded in Belfast at the com- 
mencement of the year 17^ These were all setded 
xijear the sea shore; At that time there were only twelve 
Earned bonses in the town, and but one two stories in 
l^ht. In March of this year Mr. Ebenecer Price v^as' 
iinrhed to preach at Belfast as a candidate forsettlement* 
Ifbfward autumn.he received a regular call» and on the 
SStfa of December, a council being assembled a small- 
dmrcfa was organized, atif} the day following Mr. Price 
was ordained* The persons composing the Church had 
bjpen professors of religion in Piesbyterian Churches, 
Bat being so for removed from any Presbytery they re« 
linqiiisbed that form of government, and were orgznr 
ized on the Cambridge platform as to government, and 
the Westminster Confession as to doctrine. For about 

f 

five years Mr. Price remained quietly at Belfast. In 
that time the population of the town was doubled, and 
a majority was found to vote against assessing his sala- 
ry. In the spring of 1802, his civil contract with the 

•••Tlib tlrcr was called by the nttlvet l»jwaga8»w«ketg, pronounced Pa- 
•ag-a.ni*wa*keag, and looietlmet contracted into Sag.a-sa-wa kee, the 
oame g^ven to xht adjofning territory or hunting ground, al^nifying the land 
of aightf » or ghoits 1" Rev. Mr. Price's letter. 



Il6d CO(SBEeATIOKALI8T8. 

town was dissolved by mutaal consent^ and in Septefli* 
ber following a council was invited to meet at Bel&st, 
and his pastoral relation to the Church regularly dissd- « 
ved. He condnued however to preach to the people 
gratuitously until the spring of 1803, when he remov* 
ed from the town and settled ia Boscawea in New- 
Hampshire. 

The Church was now vacant for two years. In the 
summer of 1805, Rev, Alfred Johnson of Freeport visi^ 
ted Belfast and was invited by the people to settle with 
them. But he was not yet dismissed from Freeport. In 
September of that year a council was convened at Cam- 
den for the ordination of Rev. Mr. Cochran in that place, 
and by agreement of parties the question respecting the 
dissolution of the pastoral relation between Mr. Johnson 
and his former charge was referred to that Council, and 
decided affirmatively ; at the same time, by request of 
Mr. Johnson and the Church at Belfast, that council 
issued letters missive for convoking another Council to 
sit at Belfast during the next week for his proposed in- 
stallation. The Council met accordingly, and Rev. Mr. 
Johnson was installed Pastor of the Church in Belfast on 
the 25th of September 1805. A previous arrangement 
had been made between htm and the Church respecting 
his dismission should such a measure ever become ezpe* 
dient. Agreeably to this arrangement Mi . Johnson was 
dismissed in October 1813, without summoning a coun- 
cil specially for that purpose. The Church was thus 
left destitute of a stated Pastor. Missionary Societies 
^ve them occasional aid, and for several years the peo- 
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^le did not view themselves in a situation to settle anCth- 
-er Minister- 
In the year 1818 the people had employed, as a can- 
didate for aettlement, Rev. William Frothingham, who 
had been once settled at Saugns In Massachusetts. — 
After a time spent in probation he receired an invitation 
to settle in the Ministry among them. As the time for 
his installation approached, the Chui ch declined acting 
in their associated capacity, but the parish proceeded, a 
-Coancil was invited, and Mr. Frothingham installed.-*^ 
This took place in July 1819. On the 9tii of Septem- 
ber following a new Church was formed under the pas- 
toral care of Mr. Frothingham, consisting principally of 
mexnbersof various other churches who had removed in-> 
to the town. The old Chuxch still continte as a dis- 
tbct body. 

The second Church, gathered in jhe westerly part 6f 
Hancock County, was in a Congregational Seciety in the 
towns of Brooks and Jackson, about fifteen miles nortil- 
isest from Belfast. Several Congregational families had 
commenced the sett'emeirt in these townships, and Mr. 
^as Warren had laboured considerably among them as 
a Missionary. The people felt desirous that Mr. War- 
ren should take up his abode among them, which he was 
disposed to do. £ut^ as it did not seem expedient to 
organize a. Church at that time, Mr. Warren was or- 
dained as an Evangelist without any pecfuUar charge. 
This took place in September 1 81.2. About a year after 
this, Mr. Warren gathered a Church in that place, and 
became connected with it as a member, and continues 

fiti ministerial labour, buthas not been regularly inducted 

P 
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as Pastor of the Church. — ^The other Church in this **&• 
glon IS in tlie town of Prospect. This town was origin 
nally a part of Frankfort, and was incorporated with 
that in 1789, but in five years after, the toUm was divi- 
ded, and the south part called Prospect. A small set* 
tkment was made here early, and a Fort built on what 
was, from this circumstance, denominated "Fort point,*' 
which is at the head of Penobscot Bay, and commands 
the entrance of the river^ The settlements to the west* 
ward of Fort point within the limits of Prospect were of 
the same standing with those in Belfast, and it being 
but a few miles to the old Meeting-house in that town 
many of the inhabitants of Prospect attended public wof^^ 
ship at Belfast. It ^as not until the year 1815, that vt 
Congregational Church was organized in Prospect. — 
Rev. Christopher J. Lawton had been for a considera- 
ble time (employed there as a Missionary, and occasion- 
ally supported for short terms by the people. They at 
length gave him an invitation to settle, and in Septem«> 
ber of that year he v^is ordained, a Church of seventeen 
members being gathered at the same tinie* 
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CHAPTER XVIL 
1775. 

WALDCr PATENT. 

Under this general name we shall treat of all th^ 
Chttrches in Lincoln County to the eastward of Bristol* 
the other religious e|tablishnients within this territory 
having been considered in the preceding Chapter . A* 
bout the year 1629, a grant of lands in Maine was made 
to Beauchamp and Leverett. The land was thus de- 
flcribed. ** Beginning at a place called Muscongus and 
tbence running a straight and direct course into the main 
laad or Continent to the utmost limits of ten leagues 
toward the great Sea commonly called the South Sea, 
and to the utmost limits of the distance of ten leagues 
on the north and north east of a river called Penobscot 
river*' &c. Many years after this, CoL Waldo went to 
England on behalf of the heirs of Beauchamp and Lever- 
ett» and the giant was confirmed to him in a more de- 
finite form as to its bounds. 

The first considerable settlement in the whole territory 
was a German settlement at whai is now Waldobo* 
rou^h» made about the year IT^L A little after this a 
Fort was built on St. Georges river in Thomaston. 
CoL Waldo began the settlement at Warren and Gush- 
ing not far from the time the Germans settled at Wal- 
doboroughy and called his settlement " the upper and 
lower town." The inhabitants in Warren had increas- 
ed tp between forty and fifty families in the year 1763, 
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and abqut as many had settled at Cbnshing. At t£is- 
Vmc the settlement at lliomaston, \rliere the piincipal 
buildings are now erected^ was commenced* Before 
this time a small scttlemet was made around the fort, 
and Rev, Robert Rutherford had taken tip his abode 
vith the people. It do2s not appear that Mi.'Ruther- 
iTord had a distinct pastoral charge in Tliomaston, or 
that any Church was ga^ered ,thcre during his life. 
lie died there in October 1756. * 

The next Minister who resided in this region was 
Rev. John Urquhart, a Presbyterian, He had been 
licensed to preach by the PreibytQry of Allon in N«rth 
Brittain, and came firtt to this country in the year 1 TYi^f 
and was soon employed to preach at Warren* There 
is some reason to believe that Mr. Urquhart was regn- 
Jarly settled at Warren, as a regular call was presented 
him in the year 1775> and be was considered theMin- 
ister of the town for nearly eight years ; and was at 
last regularly removed by the Presbytery, convened at 
Salem in September 178S. | It is not certainly kno^n 
whether Mr. Urquhart gathered a Church at VJzrrcn. 
yrom some circumstances it H most probable that he 
did, but no record of the transaction is now to.be founds 
Hnd if such an event took place the Church was scat- 
tered as soon as he left the town. During the resid^ce 

# Mr. Rutlirrford wz$ buried near the icat of the late Gen Knojc. Tli% 
.'ci'Jcwing is the inscription tin tlie Stone placed over hi* grave—" Here 
;jei bxnird the body of the Rev. Mr. Robert RutherfDrd, M. iU vho ifTcd 
^r\ ahe iSth day of October 1756 agrd ^ yftait. 

t rjeabytctial Records. 



WALDO PATENT.- 17* 

of Mr* Urquhart in this region he preached occasional* 
I7 at Thomaston and Cashing^ but was considered the 
luCnister of Warren. The mature of the difficulties be- 
tween Mr. Urquhart and the people is unknown at this 
day. But it seems they were rhore anxious to get rid 
of htm than he was to go, for when the town had by a 
committee settled with him for his services, supposing 
him dismissed, he did not incline to leave the place and 
the town wrote to the Presb7ter7 desiring them to take 
liim away. * 

Two years after this. Rev. Thurston Whiting whor 
had been dismissed from New«Castle, removed to War* 
ren, and was employed to preach there and in the ad* 
joining town for two or three years. In 1794, Mr. 
Jonathan Huie was employed to preacl^ at Warren on 
probation. The following year the people invited him 
te settle with them, and in the autumn of 1795, a 
Charch was gathered, and Rev^. Mr. Huse ordained. 
He is their present Minister. 

The second Church within the limits of the Waldo 
Patent was gathered at Union, a town about seven miles 
Bortb of Warren. His town was originally called 
Sterlington, but was incorporated by its present names 
in 1786. There were cmly seventeen families in the 
town at that time. Three years after this a committee 
was appointed to engage a Minister, but it does not ap- 
pear that any was regularly employed until the year 
1796. In AprU of that year Mr. William Riddel, af. 
terward the Minister of Bristol, was invited to setie at 

• Wtmcn town Rttord*. 
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Union, bat declmed. The people were consMeraUf dT-^ 
Yided in opinion, and the next year they voted to hire a 
Methodist preacher as the Minister of the town. Noth- 
ing more was attempted by the Congiegational part of 
the toWn for several years, toward the close of the year 
1802, Mr. Abraham Gushee was engaged by the town 
to preach on probation, and in February following he 
receiv^ed an invitation to settle there. For some reason 
he thought fit to decline this invitation, and he was set> 
tied afterward at DIghton in Massachusetts. During 
this year a small Church was organized in the town, suid 
the people sought another candidate. In January I804t 
a call of the Church and town was presented to Rev. 
Jabez Pond Fisher, which he also declined. In a little 
more than a year after this Mr. Henry True was em- 
ployed in Union as a candidate for settlement. In No> 
▼ember 1805 he received a call and was ordsdned in 
September of the next year* Mr. True continued to 
(>lliciate in the ministry at Uaion nearly ten years after 
his ordination* In March ^816, the civil contract be* 
t ween him and the people was dissolved by mutual coti* 
sent, and he soon ceased preaching. His pastoral re* 
lation to the Church ccmtiniied a few years longer. 

In February 1809, a second Congregational Church 
v/as formed in Union, consisting of three males, and 
nine females who had previously been members of the 
ilrst Church. 

Thus things continued in Union until the year 1820. 
Missionaries occasionally visited the town but the peo- 
pic saw liule prospect of .the orderly estaUishm^t 6f 
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the Gospel among theiyl. In September I8269 tlie firs! 
church proposed to the second to unite together, which 
aner some negotiation was effected. 

CAMDEK. 

This township was surveyed in 1768, by David 
Fales, Esq. of Thomaston. At that time there was not 
a tree felled in the town. The settlement soon became 
considerable, and after hearing several candidates the 
town became united ia the choice of Mr. Thomas Coch« 
ran as their Minister, and in September 1805 he was 
ordained. A Church was organized by the ordaining 
Council. Rev. Mr* Cochran remained in Camden ten 
years, and was thed dismissed by mutual consent. The 
Church has since been vacant. 

The Congregational Church at Waldoborough was 
gathered in August 1807, and at the same time Rev. 
John Ruggles Cutting was ordained its Pastor. The 
settlements at this place as has been before stated were* 
among the first in the Waldo patent, but the original 
settlers were mostly Germans, and the Lutheran Church 
liad the precedency. This accounts for the late estab- 
Ush'hient of a Congregational Church in so ancient a 
settlement. The people had Occasionally been supplied 
with Congregational preaching before, but Mr. Cutting 
was their first settled Minister. The ministry of Mr. 
Cutting was of short duration. In the autumn of 1 81 1 , 
he left the town, and went westward on a journey, and 
after an absenQ,e of several months, sent back a request 
to be dismissed, slating that he had changed his sent!* 
mentS; and :was now become an Episcopalian. A Coun* 
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cil Was convoked bj the Churdi b Mardi following; 
and the dismission granted. The Church was now va^ 
cant for a few years, when on June 19» 181^ Rev. Da^ 
vid Meaubec Mitchel was ordained, and is the present 
Minister. 

THOMASTON. 

As we have before stated, an early settlement was 
made in this town near the Fort. The Indians called 
the place Geor^eeiee, and it was incorporated by its pres- 
ent name in March' 1777* Rev. Mr. Rutherford as we 
have before observed Hved and died with this people. 
After his death the people had a variety of preachers. 
Mr. Thomas Dennis, Rev. Robert Dunlap, Mr. Urqu* 
hart, Mr. Whiting, Mr. Hemy Howard Chedj^Mit 
Chamberlain, Mr. Ephraim Briggs, and Mr. Richard 
Briggs were the principal of them. Mr. Cheely wal 
hired nearly two years. Mr. Richard Briggs received 
from the people a call to settle with thenr, which at a 
subsequent meeting they reconsidered and negatived 
But no Congregational Church was organized in the 
town until May 1809. At that time Rev. John Lord 
was installed atThomaston. Mr. Lord's ministry con^ 
tinued only two years. He was dismissed in April 181 1, 
and after remaining destitute six years, in Octobet 1817 
the people united in settling Rev. John H. Ingniham» 
the present Minister. 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 

i77&. 

Our attention will next fee directed to Oxford County' 
where we sh^ll find for our consideration sixteen Co]> ' 
gregaEtioBal Churches. 

FfcYEBORG.* 

The township of Fryeburg was granted to Gen. Jo** 
seph Frye by the General Court of Massachusetts in 
March 1762, and confirmed on the 24th of February iii 
the year following, at which time the settlement was 
commen^d- With ^e laudable spirit of former days 
096 of the first objects of the inhabitants of Fryeburg 
was the settlement of a Minister. In October 1774| 
cmly eleven years a.fter the first settlement was nladej 
Rev. William Fessenden received a call to settle m the 
ministry with the people of Fryeburg. He accepted the 
invitation, and in August of the next year ten persons 
were embodied as a Congregational Church f and Mr. 
Fessenden wasordaine?? in October following. Mr. Fe^- 
senden continued the Minister of Fryeburg until May 
18059 when he was removed from his labours by death. 
Two or three years previous to this he relinquished his 
sallary, and preached occasionally in other places, but 
his pastoral relation to the Church in Fryeburg cOntin- 



♦ The Indians called Uu« place Pc-qu#ci-ct. Ti»e vulgar pronuncii?i<m af 
the name is Pigwalkct. The famous battle between Capt. Lovel .and the 
Indians under Pagus took place at tjjc northerly end ©f " Lovel's pond» in 
this fown. May 8, 172;. 

' t One of the original members of the Church, Hon. Sltnoo Frre, still t^r 
Viains. The otkers bavs fallen aslftp. 



178 CQN6A£GA.TIdNALISt8^ 

ued during his life. For several years after the death 
of Mr. Fessenden, the Church and Society were in a 
low sute, but at length, in October 1809, another Min- 
ister, Rev Francis Lane Whiting, was ordained at Frye- 
burg. He continued preaching here for four years. — 
The civil contract was then relinquished, and after 
four years more the pastoral relation was also dissolved* 
The Church has since been vacant. The present nuin« 
ber of communicants is about ninety. There are two 
Meeting*house8 in Fryeburg, one near the centre of ths 
town, which is generally occupied by the Universalist 
Society, and the Congregational Meeting-house in the 
South part of the town, in the principal village. Th« 
Congregational Society have funds amounting to 2,600 
dollars, but since the dismission of Mr. Whititfg they 
have made no attempt to settle a successor. Rev. Dr» 
Porter, formerly of Conway, in New-Hampshire, has 
been employed to preach there most of the time for 
three years past. 

TURNIR. 

The territory now called Turner was granted by the 
Qeneral Court of Massachusetts Bay, June 25, 1 765, on 
the petition of James Warren, Joseph Joslin and Charles 
Turner, agents for the proprietors of a township ofland 
formerly granted to Capt Joseph Sylvester and Compa- 
ny who served in the expedition against Canada m ] 690^ 
which township was known by the name of Sylvester 
Canada, and which on running the line between this 
then province and New-Hampshire fell within the gov- 
ernment of New-Haropshire. In lieu of this township 
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thus falling within the limits of New-Hampshire a terri-- 
tory bounded by the river Androscoggin on the east ; 
Bakerstown, now Minot, south ; by Provhice land, now 
Hebron, Buckfield and Hartford, west ; and Province 
land, now Livermore, north ; wa3 granted to the afore« 
named proprietors as grantees on the following condi- 
tions : ** That tfie grantees within six years settle thirty 
famiUes in said Township, build a house fit for pub- 
lic worship, settle a learned Protestant Minister, lay 
out one sixty fourth part of said town for the use of the 
first settled Minister, and one sixty fourth part for the 
Ministry, and one sixty fourth part for a Grammar 
School, and one sixty fourth part for the use of Harvard' 
College." In the spring of 1773, the proprietors, anx- 
ious to expedite their settlefjternt, ofiered a lot of land and 
a bounty of ten dollars to every person who would do 
the duty of a settler in the town. During the summer 
following five young men* engaged on these conditions 
a&fl came to the place, which from that time out of re- 
spect to the before mentioned Capt. Sylvester took the 
name of Sylvester plantation. T^hey spent the summer 
in felling trees upon the lots they had taken, and in the 
winter returned to their family connexions in the County 
of Plymouth. In the following summer they were join* 
ed by several others, and in the spring of 1775, Mr. Is- 
rael Haskell removed his family into the plantation from 
New-Gloucester. His was the first family that came to 
the place and made it a permanent place of abode. TWo 



« nicy were ElUh« Records, Thomas Records, Daniel Staples, Al)rrer 
)1tilUp«a and Joseph Leavitt. 
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other famSies followed him during the summer* The 
permanent settlement of the town is to be dated from 
this time. The plantation was vidted in 1776» by Rer. 
Charles Turner who, the year before^ was dismissed from 
Duxborough in Massachusetts. He pxeached to the few 
who then lived in the place, and baptized two of ibe 
children of Mr. HaskelL He made a second visit in 
17799 admitted some to own the Covenant, as it was 
called, and baptized several children, and one aduk* 
Nothing farther was done at that time respecting orgah- 
izing a Church. Among the families that had removed 
to the plantation Was Deacon Daniel Merrill, "tirho be- 
longed to the Church in New-Gloucester.* Afver Dea- 
con MerrilPs family came it was the practice of the in* 
habitants to convene on the Sabbath for the worship of 
God. Deacon Merrill usually had the direction of the. 
exercises by leading in prayer, and reading for instruc- 
tion some printed discourse. For five years after Mr. 
Turner's second visit the plantation was not favoured 
with the visits of any Ministers except Rev. Mr. BrowA 
of Westbrook, and Rev. Mr. Nash, of Gray, who spent 
each a Sabbath ot two with them. In the sunlmer of 
1784?, the place was visited by Rev. John Strickland, 
who had been previously settled in the pastoral office 
twice, first at Oakham in Massachusetts, and afterwards 
at Nottingham West, in New- Hampshire. He was bom 
at Hadley in Mass. and was of the Class graduated at 
Yale College in 1761. Not long after Mr. Strickland 
came to the place measures were tiilsa to organize a 
Church which was dona in thePresby tei hin form, August 

♦Deacon Merrill wa» one of the origiiul mcir.bcrs of the Cburch.atJId^'- 

GTbuccjicr^ S?t th:: ikcr-.li af :Lyi: town. 
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\ $tbi 1 7^4f. The plan of Church governnient was after* 
iftrar^k approved by the people assembled as a Congrega* 
tioPf and Mr. Strickland received the united and unanU 
quous call of the Church and people to become their l^as- 
ton On the 26th of the next month the ** Salem Pres- 
Ijytcry'* consisting of Rev. Nathaniel Whitaker D. D. 
Key. San^uel Perley, and Rev. John Urquhart, with 
^bich Mr. Strickland was connected, met at Sylvester 
(or his installation. On this occasion Mr. Urquhart of- 
fered the introductory prayer* Dr. Whitaker preached 
^om 2 Kings ii. 19-22, and Mr. Perley gave the charge. 
At the time of Mr. Strickland's installation the faniilies 
settled in the town were about thirty, containing per- 
liaps fiot far from 200 souk ; twelve males and threo 
femiles signed the original Covenant of the Church at 
jb organization —-After his settlement Mr. Strickland 
^joyed peace in hb connexion with the people for seve- 
ral years* and the Church increased to about thirty mem* 
bers. Six years after the installation of Mr. Sbrickland 
the minds of the people became divided, and at length 
a majority of the town in a regular meeting voted to 
tequest Mr. Strickland to take a dismission. With tins 
proposal Mr. Strickland did not see fit to comply. 
Those who were alienated from him now joined with a 
number of the inhabitants of Buckfield and petitioned 
the General Court for an act of incorporation as a Bap- 
tist Society. The act was passed Nov, 17th, 1 792, by 
which sixty one persons were incorporated. Twenty 
four of these lived in Turner. In less than two year» 
^en^ persons more joined this new society, and xA 

.0 
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Adherents of Mr. Strickland were thus left few in AtiflU 
ber. Nevertheless in consequence of th^ desire, he con* 
tinned their Minister, agreeing to relinquish such a pro* 
portion of his salary as the taxable property of thostf 
who had left him bore to that of the whole town. Af •• 
ter this Mr. Strickland's friends diminished in number 
{/ death and removals, so that in 1795, it was thought 
advisable under existing circumstances to solicit the ad- 
vice of an Ecclesiastical CoilnciL Tlie Churches of 
llarpswell, Brunswick, Topsham, and Freeport compo* 
' sed this Council. The Pastdts Of the three former and 
a Delegate frotn each m^t September 16th, and after 
attending tb such statements as Were thought necessary 
to give a view of existing di£iculties, the Council advi. 
sed that Mr. Strickland should continue his pastoral re- 
lation to the Church for ohe yiiar, ^hd \i the difficulties 
should then subsist be ^ould ask a dismission, and th6 
Church and people shoiLld grant it. At the same time, 
in view of this ^veiit, the Ct^ncU Recommended Mr. 
Strickland as a person of Uniinpeacbed character, and 
sound in the faitb. Aftef the expiration of a year, thmgs 
being no more favourable, it bec^tme a question with 
the Church whethei dnoth^r CoUncil w^e tteces&ary, and 
having ascertained that it wd& hot;, aftet soflld delay Si 
dismission was given to Mr. Strickland by the Church 
and people May 18th, 1797* 

iPor several years after Mr. Strickland's dismissioilf 
the place was a spiritual ^ildemei^s. The Church was 
diminishing by the death and riemovsd of members, and 
the few thatxemained had so little of the life ahd power 
d( religion that they did not maintain public wordiip^ 



COUNTY OF OXFORP.^ 183 

The town being without a Ministert coniplaint was made 
against them in the fall of 1802 to the Court of Ses- 
sions of the peace, <4br neglecting to provide themselves 
with a public teacher of piety, religion, and morality.** 
The town, by their Agent, appeared before the Court 
and plead that they were vnwlUng to contend^ and desired* 
to have farther time to comply with the Taw. Being 
thus excited to do something for the support of a Min-^ 
ister. Rev. Mr. Stiickland who still continued to reside 
in town, and Rev. Charles Turner who had resided in 
town from the year 1792, were each employed for a 
time. After both had preached the term of time they 
severally had agreed, a call with certain conditions was 
voted by the town for Mr. Tumei to settle in the work 
of the Grospel ministry, and a committee was appointed 
to request the Church's concurrence. — ^The Church hav- 
ing previously selected Mr. Strickland to the pastoral 
office^ voted not to concur with the towii but to adhere 
to the election they had made. In this election of the 
Church the town refused to concur. There being this 
disagreement between the town and the Church there 
could be no further proceedings in relation to either can* 
didate. As the Church had been six years destitute of 
a pastor aiid their number had become much diminished 
by several of the members withdrawing themselves and 
imiting with other denominations, and by the deaths 
and removals of others ; and as but imperfect records 
had been kept of the proceedings of the Church, and it 
Hot appearing distinctly from the papers of the Church 
who belonged to it, some, dissatisfied that the Church 
^ not concur with the town, denied that a Church ef^ 
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mfed there. Tkis induced the Chfirch to call in am Ei^ 
cksiastical Council to advise them in their diiBGlculties^ 
and determine whether thej were a Church. A Cotin^ 
cil as requested assembled on the 18th of October 180S» 
aad after attendix^ to a representation of the state of 
things, gave it as their unanimous opinion that tfifl^ 
Church was not eitinct. The Church then in presencfr 
ai the Council voted to change their form to that of a 
Congregational Church, and seven male members sub^ 
scribed a Confession of Faith and Covenant* 

Previous to these transactions of the Church Mr. A-- 
masa Smith, a candidate for the Gospel ministrj, beinj^ 
on a journey' and passing through the town, was em^ 
flexed by the inhabitants to supply them with preadi* 
ihg. After having preached a nunib^r of we^ks, ibk 
Church unanimously gave him an invitation Id settl^. 
with them. The town concurred in the invitation, and 
Mr. Smith was ordained there May 2S, iSOih The uk 
habitants of the town were not fully agreed in th^ settle<^ 
ment of Rev. Mr. Smith, and the immckfiate conscs. 
quence of it was the estaMtshment of a Society of Uni» 
versallsts in which fifty four persons were incorporated i^ 
thirty others joined with them within a year. These . 
measures led the Congregational part of the inhabitants 
to organize themselves as a distinct Parish, in which ca* 
pacity they have . since acted. The lands reserve^ for 
the use of the Ministry in the town, and those for the 
use of Schools had been sold a little before this by or« 
dier of the Legislature, and the proceeds vested iiTft 
Board of Trustees, to be applied for the respe<;tiTe piir« 
pQses for which the l^u^ were grant^df as soon m ibi^ 
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ifiteest of lihe School Fund amoanted to 200 dollars^ 
and the ministerial when "it amounted to 850 dollars. 
The School Fund became productive in 1808, and the 
ministerial in March 1811. 

As there was no assistance from the mmisterial fund 
for the support of Mr. Smith, and as nearly half the 
town had become a distinct Society and were not taxed 
in raising his salary, the burden upon the remaining 
part was considerably heary. 

It had been agreed between Mr. Smith and peopk at 

his settlement, that, when two thirds of the people re* 

quested it, he should be dtsmissecL In the spring of 

1806, a meeting was held ta consider this subject, but 

two thirds were not found to vote the proposed dismis* 

AoAm A committee was appointed however to consult , 

with Mr. Smith on tLIs subject, and he and they agreed 

that his dismission should eventaally take place. It was 

finally accomplished October 7th of the same year, and 

on the 22d of the same month he was installed Pastor 

of the second Church in North- Yarmouth. The minis* 

try of Mr. Smith at Turner was short, but it is hoped 

not wholly without good effect. Much of the seed of 

divine truth was sown, but the extent of the harvest 

viewed in all its conse/],uences can be known only to 

God. Eight persons while be was in the pastoral office 

beeame members of the Church. 

After the £smission of Mr. Smith, four years past a* 

way and the Church wa& destitute of a Pastor* During 

t h?g period the place was visited by several Missionaries^ 

mosdy from the Hampshire County Missionary Society. 

2ft ibe wamsL of 1810^ the present Pastor of the Churt ^ 

Q2 
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Her, Allen Greely, began to preach as a candidate !br 
settlement. At this time the Cliurch contained but 
twenty one members. In the course of the summer iSr. 
Greely received the united call of the Church tod Sik 
ciety, and was ordained October 24«» 1810. Tbexi^t 
mnmer after his settlement a few individuah had then: 
attention excited to the things of the eternal world ; bilk 
there was no general awakening. More than at yieara 
^t away and gross darknesb covered the pebpk. Ak 
length in the summer of 1816^ God was pleased to UD^ 
press seriousness on the minds of a number. The infliN 
ences of ^his Spirit were silentf and th& effects were so-^ 
lemn. The attention continued during two seasonsj^ and 
in consequence of it the Church was enlarged so aCb ta 
contain more than sixty members^ 

tOVSLL. 

in the year 1798 the plantation ef New Suncook, now 
the town of Lovell,was favored with a signal display of 
mercy in the hopeful conversion o£ a considerable num- 
ber of persons. The consequence of this was the estab- 
lishment of a Congregational Church there^ which took 
place on tlie 6th of October in that year. Nine persons 
were admitted at that time. Subsequently forty seven 
persons have been received into this Church. Some«f 
these persons lived in the adjoining towns^. particularly 
in Sweden, whjere a Church has since been gathered. 
By deaths and removals the Church in Lovell is now 
reduced to twenty eight members. About twenty fsto-^ 
%es belong to the Congregational Society. 
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llie town ol' bethel was granted to certain inhabU 
lants oif Sttdbarf^ in Massachusetts for services perform* 
ed in Canada in **tBe M French war.** Hence the 
plantation took the name of << Sudbury Canada.^* The 
first permanent settlement in the town was made hf 
Air. Samuel Ingsds. He first came there in the sum^ 
mei of 17769 and moved \as faintly to the town in No-- 
mmber of the foUowmg year, the Congregational 
Church in that place was fbimed in October l7dd» and- 
consisted of seven males and four females. Rev. Dan- 
wA Gould was, then preaditng in the town as a candidate 
for settlement. The people had givenhim acall, which 
he had accepted^ and he was ordained October 9th» twa 
days after the organization of the Church. In May 
1809> Rev. Mr. Gould was dbmissed from Bethel, and- 
die Church, remained vacant ten years. In January 
1819t Rev^ Httiry Sewall was ii^talled there^ but diffi- 
culties soon arose between him and the people and be 
was dismissed oa the rOtk of May 1820. They aie^ 
BOW destitute. 

WATERFORDk 

The first settlement in this town was made by Mr- 
David McQuain in the autum» of i775i He is still liv- 
iDg there^ a bachelor, at the present day. It was not^ 
till 1783, that any €onsidersd>le settlement was made* 

The first inhabitant of Waterford who was in full 

communion with any Christian Church, was a Mrsi 

- Hor» the wife of Mr. Philip Hori originally from Taun«^ 
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ton. No Chorch was organized in the town ontQ Oc^ 
tober 1799. Then eight maks covenanted together* 
and became a church of Qirist. At the same time 
Rev. Lincohi Ripley of Barre in Massachusetts was or« 
dained their Pastor. He has continued with them to 
the present dme. Eleven more males and four femaW 
were soon admitted to the Church* and the Lord's sup- 
per was ^administered for the first time. Before the 
dose of the year, twenty-five persons more w«re added 
to the Church. The attention to religion still continue 
ed. Mme members were added the next year» and the 
same number in 1801.^ 

AMDOVlfc. 

Andover, formerly called East Andover, is a jUsbs* 
ant town lying in the northerly part of the County of 
Qzfordy about ten miles north of Pennycook i^dls oa 
the Androscoggin. Ellis* river intersects the town, and 
settlements are made on both sides of it extending about 
five mSes. The first fiimily that moved into the town 
was that of Ezekiel Merrill Esq. in May 1789* Twa 
years after, other families came in^ and in 1804 the 
town was incorporated* In November 1800^ a Congre^ 
gational Church was organized in the town by Rev.. 
Daniel Gould of Bethel, consisting of seven males and 
nine females. The Church and Society, thoi!^h few in 
number soon made exertions to obtain a Minister, and 
in the early part of the year 1806, a call was presented 
to the Rev. Jacob Rice, formerly of Henniker, (N. H,) 
to become their Minister. But Mr. Rice declined their 
invitation, and was afterward settled at BrownfieUv— ^ 

♦Mast. Hist. Coll. KoU ^, p. 141^ 
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Sbord J after. Rev. John Strickland, formerly of Tur« 
ner, was engaged as a candidate, and installed Pastor of 
ibt Churcb^ March 12, 180G* He is their present Min^ 



SUMNER. 

This town at its first settlement together with the 
greater part of what is liow Hartford was originally 
cadled die plantation of Butterfield.* Both towns were 
iheorporated in 1798. Occasional preaching was en- 
eyed here and some haptisins administered, bat no 
Church was gathered until the month of September 
1 802. At that tim^ by the joint labours of Rev. Enoclr 
Hak of West Hampton, and ReV. Jonathan Grout 6f 
Hitwiey Missibnaiite froih the Hampshh^ County Misn- 
sionary Sobiety^ and Rer. Jbnathan Stott of Minof k 
Corigregatiohal' Qhufch was constitute cotisisting 6£ 
eighteen members, eight of them being males. Not far 
Srom this time through the instrumentality of Mts&ionii* 
ri^ and others jthere was a considerable attention to re* 
Ggton, stod the Church was subsequently enlarged. It 
continued to receive yearly accessions, but had ho stated 
Fkstor for t^n years after its formation. In Octobei' 
181 1, the Church together with other individuals in Sunib 
ner and Hartford united in presenting a call to Mr* 
Samuel Sewall, who was ordained June 8, 1812. The 
whole number, of members in die Church at that time 
was fifty one. The present number (Dec. 1820) is fif- 
ty-inne, twenty-she of whom live in Hartford. Rev. Mr. 
Sewall contioues to minister among them. 
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BXBILOH. 

The same Council who organized the Church in Sumt 
aer held another session at Hebron on October 8th of the 
same year, where they constituted. a Church of eight 
males, and five or six females. Of these persons two 
were dismissed from the Church in Minot, and one from 
the north Church in Bridgwater, fn* the express purpose 
Qf being formed into a Church. Two wc^e members of 
Churches in Massadmsetts with certificates of regular 
standing, such as is usually given to a travelling Brodu 
er, but no dismissioau The others had never befine 
been public professors. After the establishment of the 
Church, Missionaries frequendy visited Hebron. Rev* 
Joseph Blodget and Rev. Joshua Oosby both of.Greeo* 
wich, Rev. Jotham Sewall, Rev. Mr. Williston, Rev. 
Mr. Norton, Rev. Gardiner Eeflogg and Rev. Dr 
Payson of Rindge were among the principal of these, 
In October 1812, Rev. Henry Sewall Was ordained to 
the Pastoral care of this Church, and labouried there is 
the Gospel for three years. The contract between him 
and the people was then dissolved, and he ceased preach- 
tag. The Pastoral relation continued about two years 
longer, and was then regularly dissolved. TbeChunrh 
ts now vacant. It consists of mneteen males and thirty 
females* 

irORWAV. 

The Congregational Church in Norway was organic 
aed by Missionaries about the year 1802. The pe<^le 
in that place have enjoyed the ministrations of only one 
fitated Pastor. Rev. Noah Cresey was ordamed there 
September 20, 1809. His nunbtry continued ten years. 
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He was dismissed by mufiial consent in December 1819^ 
and the Church is now destitute. 

RUM FORD. 

This town, which was originally granted to Timothy 
Walker of Concord and his associates, lies on both sides 
of the Androscoggin, both aboTe and below the great 
■&11s» called <<Pennycook falls.'' The name of tha^ 
£dl8 gave a name to the plantation until its incorpora- 
tion. The settlement was commenced here in the year 
1777. In the autumn of this year Mr. Jonathan Keyes 
removed his family here, which was the first family, that 
settled in the place. It was not until August 1803 that 
^a Congregational Church was formed here. Rer. Josh* 
wi Crosby and Rev. Jotham Sewall, then Missionaries 
m that regicm, gatheted a Church of six members only^ 
one half of them beiilg males. The Congregational So- 
ciety was small and no candidate was employed for set- 
tlement for several years. Rev.r Samuel R. Hall was 
the first settled Minister of this people, and was ordain- 
.ed Nov. 14, 1811. A considerable revival of religicnv 
soon followed this events and a large number were unit- 
<Bd to the Church. Mr. Hall lived only three years af- 
ter iiis ordination. He died in Nov. 1814. The 
Giurch at his death consisted of sev^ty members. In 
a few months after the death of Mr. Hall the Church 
«nd people turned their eyes Upon Rev. Daniel Gould 
formerly of Bethel as a successor,and he was installed 
May si, 1815. He remains with them at the pre^t 
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This town was incoxporated b j Ws present najose in 
1803. In September of the same year a Congregatioii* 
^ Church was organized there, consisting of twenty two 
members. It has not been greatly enlarged anqe^-* 
twenty»fonr members of the Oiurch remain in the towsp 
;^d several oU)^ have remoyedy ^r4io hav<e not been 
Regularly dismissed. About thirty £uniUes belong to 
the CongregatiOAjal Society. 

DIXTIBLD. 

A CongregEttional Church was formed in this town 
in May I8O69 by Rev. Alexander McLean, Rev. Jo* 
tham Sewally and R^v. Jonathan Bdden. It tfaei^.con- 
sisted of ten fiersons, and has since increased to more 
than twenty. The people have not yet enjoyed ffae miiN 
&trations of a stated Pastor. 

BROWNFIBLD. 

This town adjoins the State of New-Hampshir^ a 
little to the westward of Fryeburg. The only Congre^ 
gational Minister ever settled in this town is Rev. Ja* 
cob Rice who was dismissed from Henniker in New- 
Hampshire in 1782. He was installed at Brownfield in 
the year 1806, at which time a small Church was form- 
ed. Mr. Rice is still the Minister of that people. 

< • 

This town was formerly called « Webb's Pond Plantar 
tion," or *« No. 5," and was incorporated by its present 
name in 1815. In the month of August 1809, a Church 
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of eighteen persons was organized by Rev. Gardiner 
Kellogg and Rev. Jotham Sewall> who were there as 
luCssionaries. The people have never yet had a settled 
Minister .f 

A Congregational Church was formed in the South- 
ern part of Paris in the year 1812. Two years after 
this it consisted of seventeen persons, five males and 
twelve females. About thirty families are connected 
with the Congregational Society. 

SWEDEN. 

In this town a small Congregational Church wa» 
gathered in November 1817. Eight of the original 
members were at that time dismissed from the Church 
ia LovelL This too is destitute of a stated Pastor. 

GILEAD. 

A Church of twenty one members was organized in 
jdiis place in the year 1818. About this time the mis- 
sionary labours of Rev. James Walker and others were 
greatly blessed to this people, and fifteen more were ad- 
ded to the Church in the early part of the following 
year. No Minister has yet been settled. 



f See report tfthe Trusteei of the Maine Mistieiurj Sodetf for i8i9« 
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CHAPTBIl XIX. 

^776. 

KENNEBECK C'OUNTIT. 

The County of Kennebeck belonged originally to tbf 
County of Lincoln from which it was separated by an 
act of incorporation in the year 1799. In this County 
thirteen Congregational Churches have been established* 

WINTHROP. 

The town of Winthrop originally comprized the ter- 
ritory belonging to that town and Readfield. A small 
settlement was commenced at the place where the prin- 
cipal viliage is now builty a little previous to the ye^ 
1770. In 1771, the town was incorporated. The peo- 
ple $oon tooli measures to obtain a Minister and in 17729 
appointed a cbmmittee for that purpose. Arrangements 
were m^d^ tiie hbxt year for building a Meeting-hoose, 
and a candidate was procured to preach with a view to 
settlement. This y^is Mr. Thuistoxi Whiting. But no 
formal invitation Was given him to settle, and after re- 
maining at Winthrop until the winter of 1775, he de^ 
parted, and was ordained at New-Castle. In the sum- 
mer of 1776, the town employed Mr. Jeremiah Shaw 
as a preacher, and measures were taken for gathering % 
Chiirch and giving Mr. Shaw a call to settle. A Coun- 
cil was convoked in September of that year, and a 
Church of sixteen males, and eleven females duly or- 
ganized. Mr. Shaw however declined the invitation 
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given him to settle at Winthrop,* and the next year found 
the people still destitute. But being anxious to have 
the regular administration of divine ordinances among 
them the people empowered a committee to employ as 
a candidate ^' some young man who should come well 
recommended as to his moral character." f For three 
years no person was employed. The local situation of 
the town, having a large pond in the centre, rendered it 
somewhat difficult for the people to be all accommodat- 
ed in one place of worship. Several expedients were 
proposed* and it was at length agreed by the inhabi- 
tants in October 1781^ to worship together for ten years. 
At the same time the Qiurch and town concurred in 
presenting a call to Rev. David Jewett who had been re- 
cently disliussed from Candia in New-Hampshire, and 
he was installed over them Jan. 2, 1782. The minis- 
try of Mr. Jewett was of short duration. He was re- 
moved by death in February of the following year. 

The people had found it inconvenient to assemble to- 
gether for public worship, and about this time the town 
was divided into two Parishes. These Parishes were 
regularly incorporated in 1790» and the easterly Parish 
was constituted as the town of Readfield during the 
following year. In August 1786, a town-meeting was 
called to see if the people could agree in the settlement 
of Mr. Jacob Cram, who it seems was then preaching at 
Winthrop. After employing him a term longer the 
town gave him a call, but he declined their invitation, 



• Wlntfirop town Record* 

t WbfWtmmmm tetttad tt Wonltooborongh In Hew-Hampsbire in 177^. 
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and was soon after settled in Hopkinton in New»Hainp^ 
shire. For several years after this the religious affairs 
of the town were declining, and but few preachers were 
employed there. In th^ year 1799» the town in their 
corporate capacity declining to take any measures for 
the resettlement of the ministry i those who felt faTounu 
bly disposed to Congregationalism having obtamed the 
consent of the town, formed a poll-parish and obtained 
an act of incorporation. In connexion with the Church 
they soon presented a call to Mr. Jonathan Belden, and 
he was ordained their Minister in August 1800. The 
number in this new Parish was small at the beginningt 
and not increasing much afterward it bepame somewhat 
difficult for the people to support the ■ worship and or- 
dinances of God among them. In five years Rer. Mr. 
Belden found it expedient to ask a dismission, which was 
granted agreeably to advice of Council in September 
1805k During the winter following the poll-parish was 
dissolved by an act of the Legislature, and the people 
again acted as a town in providing a supply for the 
pulpit. Rev. David Thurston, the ''present Pastor of 
the Church, was ordained February 18, 1807- 

HOLLOWBLL^ AUGUSTA, CHSSTBRVlLLBt AHD 

FARMIMGTOM. 

The settlements at Hallowell and Augusta are of lit* 
tie more than fifty years standing. * They were origin* 



• A Mr. RichardMn now living at Clinton came into that country 
the year 1771 He says there were then three familiea tt Lewktoa, • fern 
settlers at Wiathrop MiMs. and three familia only at Aug«*ta» and itt.«tbec 

settlaneats on that rout* 
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alij one town called Hallowell, and ic was incorporat- 
ed in 1771 • The first Minister settled in the town was 
Rev. Isaac Foster. He came to .Hallowell in May 
1786. It was, at this moment a time of some attention 
to religion among the people, and they gladly received 
any one who came in the name of the Lord. A Church 
had been organised sometime before this, and after a 
short time of probation Mr. Foster was ordained. This 
took place in October of that year. But his ministry 
was short and unpleasant. The people very soon be- 
oame dissatisfied with Mr. Foster, and in November 
1788, a Council was called to consider the matters of 
grievance, and after a patient investigation which occu« 
pied them eight days they dismissed Mr. Foster without 
granting him any recommendation, f For several 
years after this event, the people at Hallowell had but 
little stated preaching. 

In the month of May following the dismission of 
Mr. Foster, a few pious men living at Chester planta* 
tion, now the town of Chesterville, about thiity miles 
north from Hallowell, addressed a joint letter to some 
of their pious friends living^t Hallowell who had never 
united with Mr. Foster's Church, proposing to unite to- 
gether and form a Church. This proposal was very 
cordially received, and a day of Fasting was appointed. 
The Brethren from both places met at the house of 
Benjamih Pettingill Esq. in Hallowell, and spent the 
day in prayer. It was agreed to form a Church, and a 



f rhb Cooncn coodsted of Ret* Meisrt. Browne tnd Williaim, of F»!< 
MflVCbi 
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Council was mvited accordingly. The Council conTen- 
ed oh February 25, 1790. Rer. Mr. Emerson of George- 
town, and Rev. Mr. Eaton of Harpswell, with their 
Delagates were all« who attended, and they proceeded 
to organize a Church of nine male members, &we of 
them living in Hallowell, and four in Chester planta* 
tion. As there was already a Congregational Church in 
HalloweU, it was proposed to call this the ** Chester 
Church.'' In about a year after this, the name was 
changed to *<Hallowell Church,'' and it was agreed that 
the members living at Chester plantation should have 
liberty fo remove their relation from it, and form a new 
Church in their own town whenever they should jtidge 
it expedient. 

It had been thought very desirable by some, that, if 
practicable, a union should be formed between the new 
Church and chat with which Mr. Foster had been con- 
nected, previous to the settlement of another Minister in 
the town. After some negotiation between the parties 
a Council was mutually invited in January 1 793, and a 
union was accomplished. But the parties were not hap- 
py together, and waited for an opportunity to separate 
again. In about a year after this, the town of Hallo- 
well was legally divided into three Parishes, the present 
town of Hallowell being one, a second comprehending 
the principal settlement at Augusta, which left a north 
Parish adjoining Vassalborough. This presented a fair 
opening for a division of the Church which took place 
at this time, (June Hd*) the members of the former 
Hallowell Church, living principally within that parishi 
now became a Church by themselves. In August of 
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tlie^next fear. Rev. Eliphakt Gillet was ordained Pas- 
tor of what was then called the south Church in Hal- 
lowelly and remains in the ministry tliere to the present 
time. 

In October of the same year Rev. Daniel Stone was 
ordained to the pastoral care of what was termed ** the 
first Church in the middle Parish in Hallowell.^' * In 
Tebruary 17979 the middle and north Parishes in Hal- 
lowell were incorporated as a distinct town ^nd called 
Haxrington. The name was changed to Augusta in 
June following. Rev. Mr. Stone lemaiaed in the min^ 
istry at Augusta a little more than eleven years. He 
was dismissed by mutual consent in May 1809. After 
being destitute about two years, Rev. Benjamin Tappan 
was ordained in October 1811, an'd is the present Pas* 
tor o!f the Church. 

Some persons belonging to the town of Farmington 
had united with the ** Chester Church,'* and it was 
found expedient for tliem to act as a separate body from 
the Church in Hallowell. Accordingly on August 18^ 
1796, a meeting was held in Farmington, and the mem- 
bers of the old Church living in Chesterville and Far- 
mington became a separate body, knowp by the name 
of **^ the Church in Chesterville.'* As this part of the 
country had become settled, missionaries had occasional^ 
ly rode through it. Rev. Levi Frisbie of Ipswich was 
at Chesterville for a short time in the year 1792, and 
shortly after Mr. Wait Cornwall of Connecticutt, a 
young man who had spent some time at New«Glott€ejs- 
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ter* and b«ng instnunental in aconsidei^abkawakenim 
there^ was at Chestetville and its yiciaity. 

In the year 1796, Mr. Jotham SewaB, and inhabit- 
ant of ChesterviUe, and one of the original members of 
the Church in that town, was licensed to preach, and 
two years after was ordained as an Evangelist by die 
Lincoki Association. Rev. Mr. Sewall did not incline 
to settle in the ministry though often requested botji at 
Chesterville, and sundry other places ; but he preached 
considerably at Chesterville, and admiiustered the or^ 
dinances there, and the peojde had no other stated 
preaching. In the summer of the year 1820, Mr. Sew- 
all was again requested to take the pastoral charge of 
this Chuich, which invitation he now accepted^and was 
installed on the 9th of August in that year. 

The members of the Church living in Farmington 
had been separated from it nearly six years before. In 
December 1814, a Council was convened at Farming 
ton who organized a Chuich there of about twelve 
members, but they have not yet enjoyed the ministiations 
of a stated Pastor. The most remarkable revival of re- 
ligion within these limits, was at Chesterville in the e^s- 
ly part of the year 1819. "It began at the commence- 
ment of the year. It was limited as to territory, ex- 
tending only about three miles square, but powerful and 
general, where it prevailed* Almost every house with- 
in these limits became a Bethel, where God was daily 
worshipped, and almost every family included some that 
n^ere mourning under a sense of guilt, or rejoicing 
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•through hope m Christ. Between sixty and seventy are 
supposed to have passed from death unto life."* 

WIN8L0W« 

Fort Hali&x was in this towti, and a small settlement 
was made here about as early as the settlement at HaU 
lowelL The town then lay on both sides of the Ken* 
-iiebeck» and included what is now Waterville as well as 
the present town of Winslow. In the early part of the 
year 1896p.. Mr. Joshua Cushman was employed to 
preach at Winslow, and on the lOdi of June in that 
year he was ordained as the Minister of that people.— 
But there was no Church in the town, nor was any one 
gathered there during Mr. Bushman's rohiistry. 

At the time of bis settlement a number of persons 
bdongtng to the Society subscribed certain articles of 
teliefy and were considered by some as a substitute for 
m Churchy but the sacrament of the Lord's supper was 
never administered to them, neither were they acknow* 
■kdged as a Church by those in the nerghbomhood. \ 
Mr. Cushman continued to preach in the seireral parts 
of die town for nearly eighteen years. He then dis* 
CQi^tjnued his ministrations, and none other has been 
settled in the place. . 



I ♦ Report of tiM Trustees of the Maine MIsiioaMry Soclttf for iStfu 

^ ** Seven in that pUce (Winslow; have united with our Church. In No- 

v«nbei^tait» we' held our communion there s this was t)^t firtt /isM the 

JLord*t rapper was ever Administered to a CongregatloBal Church in Wins* 

low." 
Report of the Masiachiwetts Mtit. Soc. for iSi^ in Recorder of Juae $% 

1819. 
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KBW SHAROM. 

A Congregational Church was organized m this town 
bja Council convened for that purpose February 9th 
1801. In October 1815, Rev. Heasekiah Hall was or* 
dained its PSastor. Very trying difficulties soon appear* 
ed. Mr. Hall's conduct was considered very re^ve^ 
hensible, and in July 1816, he was dismissed without a 
recommendation. For some time the Church was torn 
with dissentions, but at length peace was restored^ the 
smiles of divine providence were a£Fbrded, the Spirit 
was poured out from on high, and many wete tappof» 
ed to be converted. ^ The Church is still destitate of a. 
stated Pastor. 

FAiarAX, NOW TBB TOWH OF FaBDOHlA. 

In the year 1790, six femilies only inhabited this town. 
Soon after this, one public professor of religion mtprti 
here. As the settlement advanced it was visited by 
Missionaries. Dr. Payson, of Rindge, Mr. McLean of 
Bristol, and Mr. Sewall of ChesterviUe, were among 
those who occasionally preached in Fairfax. In the 
year 1802, some special attention to religion was dis> 
covered under the preaching of Mr. Sewall, and in Sep-^ 
tember of the next year a Church of seven persons was 
organized by Messrs. McLean and SewalL Mr. Dsm- 
iel Lovejoy, a member of that Church, and a re»dent 
in the town was licensed to preach, and afterwards or- 
dained as an Evangelist. He often preaches in Fairfax, 
but has never yet taken a pastoral relation to the Church. 
The present number of communicants is about ten. 

« Report 9f the lyiaSiie Mi». Soc. for 1819. 
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UNITY.' 

Here is a small Congregational Church'. It was on 
gaaized by Rev. Jothain Sei^all, in December 1804. It 
has never been much enlarged, containing in I8II9 
from twelve to twenty members 

TEMFLB. 

. This town lies in the northerly part of the Countyt 
and began to be settled about the year 1795. It was 
originally called Abbotstown, and incorporated' by its 
present name in June 1803. A few years after this. 
Rev. Mr. Stone, being here on a Mission, organized a 
small Church, and in February 1810, Rev. David Smith 
was ordained to the pastoral care of it. Mr. Smith's 
ministry at Temple was very successful Divine influ- 
ences attended the preaching of the word, and many 
were converted. But the town was new, and the sup- 
port of a Minister was found to be difficult, and in Jan- 
fiary 1819, Mr. Smith was dismissed at his own request. 
No person occupies his place. The Church now con- 
tains about fifty members. Rev. Mr. Smith has since 
been installed at Centre^Harbour in New-Hampshire. 

PITTSTOM.* 

For many years this place was considered Missionary 
•gronnd. In the year 1812, Mr. Daniel Hendrick la- 
boured there a few weeks as a Missionary, and hb 



« The river Kennebcck wal visited bjr Europjeant very «Arly. Tbe 
Jlmiqiitrian might .find m^iff valuable fragliients scattered tlofigonttn 
%aBki, and ia HttitM etpodally. Particulan cannot here be noticed. 
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preaching being acceptable he was inTited to tarry with 
the people. In November of that year a small Chnrch 
was gathered in the town, and Mn Hendrick was or* 
dained. He remained the Minister of that people ^bout. 
eight years, and was dismissed by matoal consent in, 
the month of August 1820. The Church is now^r^ 
cant 

WILTOW. 

The first &mily that moved into Wilton came thidh 
cr in the spring of the year 1792. Eleven yean after 
this it was incorporated. A fiew public professors in the 
Congregational order had removed to the town, and in 
February 1818, a small Church was gathered there by 
Rev. Jotham SewalL It contains at present about fif- 
teen members. 

VASSALBOaOVGM. 

This town lies on the eastern shore of the Elennebeck^ 
adjoining Augusta, and was settled about the same 
time with the other towns on the river. But a great 
proportion of the inhabitants belonging to the Society 
of Friends, the establishment of a Congregational Church 
is recent. The place was visited by Missionaries for 
several years, and the people occasionally provided 
themselves with a supply of preaching. In the begm* 
ning of the year 1818, Mr. Thomas Adams was ap» 
pointed by the Trustees of the Maine Missionary Socie^ 
ty to labour at Vassalborough. His labours proving 
acceptable the people made proposals for his settlement 
with them^ and he was ordained in August of that 
year. A small Church had been a short time previously 
formed. Rev. Mr. Adams is stiU its Pastor% 
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GERRYy FORMERLY MALTA. 

In this town is another Congregational Church. The 
town being new, and the people somewhat divided in 
sentiment, it was considered Missionary ground. Mr* 
Clarke Cornish was there in 1818 in the employment of 
the Maine Missionary Society, and some special atten* 
tion to religion was manifest at that time. In August 
of that year a Church of eight members was gathered 
there. Four more weie soon added. ** It is still with 
them a day of small things, but compared with their 
previous situation not to be despbed.'' * 



« Report of tlie Traces of the Maine Mfat. 8oc. for i8i9« 
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CHAPTER XX 

1781. 

COUNTY OF WASHINGTON* 

"Hie County of Washington was established as suci 
iji the year i?89. Most of the settlements in the Coun- 
ty are of rfecent date. Witliin its limits are five Con- 
gregational Churches viz. in Machias, Dennysville^ 
Robbinston, £astpf)rt» and Lubec. The Church at 
Machias is the only one which has enjoyed the minis- 
trations of a stated Pastor for any considerable time. 
This town was so called from Mecbuseii the Indian 
name of the river which intersects it. A trading wig- 
wam was set up here by a Mr. Allerton from Plymouth 
in 1633» consisting of five men, but no permanent set- 
tlement was then made. * In 1744*, a small settlement 
was made at the east falls, by a few French families. 
In May i763, fifteen persons of both sexes moved from 
Scarborough in Cumberland County, and settled at the 
west falls. In 1770, a grant of the land in the town- 
ship was made by the General Court to Ichabod Jones, 
^nd seventy*nine others under certain conditions, .which 
being complied with, the town was incorporated in June 
1784. t 

The first Minister who resided in Machias, or in any 
of the surrounding region, was Rev. James Lyon. Mr* 
Lyon was a native of New-Jersey, educated at Prince* 
ton College, and ordained at large by the Presbytery of 

♦ Wlnthrop 8 Joarnal page 57. Hubbaid'f Hfat. page itf|. 
f M4S8. Hi3t. Coli'Vol. 3. ptfge I44« 
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his native State. .He came to Machias in the year 177 1 « 
when there were about seventy families in the town, and 
the year following was employed by the inhabitants as 
their Minister. In 1781 » Mr. Lyon organized a Church 
at Machias on Congregational principles, but was nev* 
er regularly installed its Pastor, although he continued 
to preach in the town until his death which took place in 
the year 1794?. 

About a year after the death of Mr. Lyon, Rev. 
Clark Brown was cH-dained Pastor of the Church and 
Society in Machias, but after remslining there two years 
he was dismissed at his own request, and installed after* 
wards at Brimfield in Massachusetts. The Church was 
now vacant between two and three years, but in tha 
year 1800> Rev. Marshfield Steele was ordained there, 
asd ifr the present Minister, although from bodily infir- 
mity he has not been, able to preach much for two or 
three years past. * 

The second Church in this County was gathered in 
the plantation called by the Indians Penemequan, now 
the town of Dennysville. This took place October 27, 
1S05. Rev. Jotham Sewall was then labouring in that 
region ks a Missionary, and performed this work. The 
Church has never been greatly enlarged, and is not yet 
in a condition to settle a Minister. 

The next religious establishment in this region was 
node at Robbiaston, a town lying on the western side of 
Passamaquoddy Bay, at the mouth of Scoodic river.— 



« •* Fince thia work wm pat to prcit Rct. Abraham Jackson haj beeo o,r* 
ialncd at Macbiai, af eQlleague Pastor witb Rev. Mr. Steele.'* 
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While the settlement was yet new Missionaries were seo: 
among the people. On the 24th of November 181 !» & 
Qiorch of six members was organized there by Rev^. 
Jot ham Sewall and Mr. Ephraim Abboti sincft^the Min-- 
ister of Greenland in New-Hampshire. In the tum-^ 
ner of I818| Rev. Daniel Lovejoy, who had been for 
many years labouring as a Missionary was employed at 
Robbinston, and received fiom the Charch and peopb 
an invitation to settley and was accordingly installed ia 
September of that year. The Church had then increase 
ed to about fifteen members, and die Society presented 
a flourishing aspect. The winter following Mr. Love* 
joy spent with his family at Fairfax, and when he re* 
paired to ft.obbin&ton in the spiiog some difficulties api^ 
peared which could not well be removed, and by muta^ 
al consent the pastoral relation was dissolved in.lvfay 
1819. No other candidate has yet been employed at 
Robbinston. 

hi the summer of 1818, two more Churches were 
organised in the County of Washington, one at East* 
port, and the other at Lubec. Moose Island, whick 
constitutes the town of Eastport, has recently risen into 
considerable importance on account of its situation for 
trade. It was incorporated in the year 1798, and by 
the seasus of 1810 contained 1511 inhabitants. This 
population was, however, of a fluctuating nature, and 
these inhabitants like the settlers in new towns general^, 
weie a mixture of religious denominations, and al« 
though they had occasional preaching, yet no regular 
order was observed for several years. In the year 1818, 
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Reir. Mighill Blood of Bucksport being on a Missiona- 
ry tour in Wstshingion County spent a short time at 
Eastport and organized a small Congregational Church. 
in the spring of 1820| the Rev. Andrew Bigelow was 
ordained as an Evangelist in the University Chapel at 
Cambridge, and immediately proceeded to Eastport 
where he still resides as the Minister of that people. 

The settlement at Lubec is not of more than twenty 
years standing. During the late war, when the British 
Troops took possession of Moose Island, many of the 
inhabitants removed on to the main, and the public of- 
fices were established at Liubec-Point. In the summer 
of 1818, the Rev. Elijah Kellogg of Portland la- 
.bonred at Lubec as a Missionary. A religious Society 
was instituted, and Mr. Kellogg organized a Church of 
eleven members. 

In the early part of the year 1821, Mr. Jonathan 
Bigelow was employed to preach at Lubec with a view 
to settlement, and the Church and Society united in call- 
ing him to the stated work of the ministry among them. 
He was ordained there on the llth of July. 



♦Since the work wsu pat to pren the cannexlon betweea Mc. Bigelow and 
tUf people hi* beea djMoWcd. 
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CHAPTER XXI., 

178*. 

SOMERSET COUNTY. 

The first settlements made in this County wer€ aboii(* 
the year 1775J. In the spring of that year a Mr. Wes- 
ton with his family settled in the present town of Bloom- 
field near the Meeting-house. A settlement was made, 
in Norridgewock about the same time. Major Meigs, 
who went up the Kennebeck with a party of troops, 
during the revolutionary war, has this note in his jour- 
nal : 

" 1775. Oct. Sd'Proceded up the river to Norride- 
wock. On my way I called at a house, where I saw a 
child 1 4f months old: This is the first white child born 
in Norridgewock." ♦ This child was A bel Farrington, 
the son of Capt. Thomas Farrington, formerly of G'ro- 
ton Massachusetts. The settlements soon spread wide- 
ly in that county, which is now a flourishing region, 
and the seat of twelve Congregational Churches. The 
first of these was gathered at Bloomfield, ^hich then 
composed part of the town of Canaan^ . About the close 
of the Revolutionary war the towa settled rapidly, and 
among the early inhabitants was the Rev* Nathaniel 
Whitaker D. D. who had been recently dismissed from 
Salem in Massachusetts. In September 1784", the peo- 
ple gave Dr. Whitaker a formal invitation to become 
their Minister, and at the same timci as there was tax, 

t Hist, Coll New Series Vol. a. page 231 » 
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'Church in .the town, the people invited the Presbyteryr 
to come and organize one. Whether the inhabitaau^ 
were mostly Presbyterians before, or whether this course 
was adopted because Dr. Whitaker was a Presbyterian: 
is net now known. The presbytery to whom they ap-. 
I^ied was the " Salem Presbytery*' then in session at 
Gray for the installation of Rer* Samuel Perley. This* 
body immediately, adjourned^ to Canaan, and installed 
Br. Whitaker September 10» 1784^ But no Churclr 
was at that time organized. In January following Dr. 
Whitaker and twenty-two other males subscribed the- 
ttsual Covenant engagements and became a Church.* 
Toward the close of the year 1789, Dr. Whitaker was* 
dismissed, and left the town.r 

The next Pastor of the Church . was Rev. Jonathan-^ 
Calef. He. came to the town eaily in the year.l79S. In i 
July of that year the Church solemnly renewed their 
Covenant, and gave Mr. Calef a calL In June of the 
year following he was (M^ained, at which time the 
Church formally renounced- Presbyterianism and became- 
CongregationaL In about five years difficulties began- 
to arise ; and after taking the advice of- two Councils, 
Mr. Calef requested a dismission, which ^was granted in 
October 1801. He was afterwards installed at Lyman 
in the County of York. Soon after this, the Church at 
Canaan agreed to renew their Covenant, and make cer- 
tain alterations in their confession of faith, forms of ad* 
mission &c. A Council of five Ministers with Dele*. 

gates was assembled, the members were examined con*, 
cerning their experience, and the Church reorganized*., 
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It then coRststed of ten males and five females. But as 
jtXf they bad no setded Mimster. In the beginning of 
the yrar \%0%^ a plan was derised for connecting Canaatf 
and Norridgewock in the settlement of Rev. Jbchallt 
Sewally and in April of that year ite Church and toWii> 
voted to invite Mr. Sewall, proposing to support bfm 
one half of the time. But Mr. SewaU declined this in- 
vitation. In the same summer Rev. John Cayford was 
cmi^byed to preach at Canaan^ and was installed there 
in September 1809. His ministry continued a little 
more than three years. He was dismissed agreeably to 
the advice of a Council in December 1812. In about 
one year after this Mr Fifield Holt, the present Minis- 
ter received an invitation to settle in that part of Canaan 
which had now become the town of Bloomfield, which 
having accepted, he was ordained in June 1814. 

M01.R1DGBWOCK. 

The second Church in the County of Somerset, is at 
Norridgewock. This town was incorporated in 1788, 
and then contained about twenty families. The first 
preacher hereof whom any account is preserved was a 
Mr. Muzzy. He was hired by the inhabitants in the sum- 
mer of 1790 but had no invitation to settle. In 1795, 
Mr. Calefy afterwards the Minister of Canaan, was em- 
ployed a short term of time, after which the people were 
destitute for three years. In June 1796, Mr. Phinehas 
Randal came and preached at Norridgewock, and con- 
tinued there through the summer. A great awakening 
look place at that time in Norridgewock and the sur- 
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•foonding region. It was sopfXMcd that about thirty 
persons were bopefullf converted in the town of Nor* 
ridgewock at this thne. Mr« Randal continued in the 
town dirough the wintefi and early in the year 1797f a 
town meeting was called to consult on the subject o# 
hit setdenaenti but for some reason not now known the 
people declined giving him a call« As yet there was no 
Church in the town. = The inhabitants appeared to think 
it important that there should be one» and in February 
1797» the foUowuig article was incerted in the warrant 
£>r town meeting :-^<< To see if the town will vote to 
establish a Church in this town in the Congregational 
order." But when assembled the town very wisel/ 
voted to dismiss that article, probably feeling sensible 
that this was not the proper course to take to effect sa 
desirable an end. In September of that year. Rev. Mr.. 
Emerson of Georgetown, and Rev. Mr. Calef of Ca- 
naan, with Delegates from their Churches, met at 
Norridgewock and organized a Church of twenty-four 
members, the fruits of the revival which took place un- 
der the preaching of Mr. RandaL 

The next year Rev. Jotham Sewall was employed by 
the people of Norridgewock for one half the time. In 
1803, Mr. Seth Stetson, since settled at Plymouth in 
Massachusetts, was employed at Norridgewock, and af- 
ter continuing theze nearly a year received a call to set* 
de^ but decUned. The town was then destitute of stat^ 
ed preaching for several years. In 1809, Rev. Jotham 
Sewall was invited to settle there but declined. After 
this thet people had a variety of preachers, some who 
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«ame as Missionaries, and some who were employed for 
short terms of time by the t>eople. Their hopes wera 
often raised with the expectation of obtaining the set-^ 
tlement of a Minister^ and as often blasted. In FebV 
ruary 181 S» the Church and town united in presenting 
a call to Mr. Ebenezer P. Sperry to settle with them. 
The expectations of the people were highly raised, but 
they were again disappointed as Mr. Sperry declined 
their invitation. The present Pastor of the Church> 
Rev. Josiah Peet, came to Norridgewock as a Missions^ 
ry soon after the departure of Mr. Sperry. He labour- 
ed there about half the time during the winter of 181S» 
and was ordained August 4, 1814. 

The Churches at Bloomfield and Norridgewock are 
the only two in this County, which have ever enjoyed 
the ministrations of a stated Pastor. The history of 
the ten others is as follows ^.-^ 

INDUSTRY. 

The Congregational Church in this town was gathr 
ered January 21, 1802, by Rev. Jotham Sewall, and 
Mr. Samuel Sewall, a licentiate preacher, since settledat 
Sumner. It contained eleven original members. The 
present number is about twenty. 

ANSON. 

This town lies on the Kennebeck above Norridge- 
wock, It was incorporated in 1798. A Church of six 
members wa^ organized here in April 1804| which ba$ 
since received considerable accessions. 
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This town, which lies at the nlouth of Sandy Rivfef, 
was first settled about the same time with Norridge- 
wock. Col, Thomas Waugh, now deceased, was the 
fim child born in the town. A small Congregational 
Church was organized here in August 1804. 

BINGHAM AND SOLON. 

A settlenient was made at Carritunk falls not long 

after the settlement of Norridgewock, and before the 

incorporation of either Bingham or Solon a Church was 

gadiered tliere embracing members from several of the 

sarrounding settlements. This took place in July I805» 

Rer. Alexander McLean, and Rev. Jotham Sewallwere 

present on the occasion. The Church then consisted of 

eight members, who lived principally in the township 

since Bingham. In September of the next year, a 

Church of five members was gathered in the planta* 

tton now Solon, and thus things remained for nearly five 

years. These Churches were then both in a low state, 

and diat in Solon particularly feeble. In January 1 81 U 

a Council was invited to advise them respecting their 

future proceedings, and by their advice a union was 

formed between them. Each Church was to retain its 

own articles of faith and Cov6nailt, and to be ruled and 

disciplined according to them ; but for mutual assis« 

tance they were to be considered one Church. In the 

autamn of 1818, divine influences were very copiously 

aflfbrded in these new settlements, and both Churches 

were considerably enlarged, and were consequently so 
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much iftrengtheiied as to tbu^c it expedient to dissolve 
their anion, 4bA each tostandakme.*' This took plaee 

inJasmar]r ^n, 

STEOMO. 

This town lies immediately aix>ve Fanninglon itt 
both sides of Sandy River. It was called originally 
'* R'eadstown** fiom one of the first settlers. A Church 
of eleven members was gathered there in March 181(X 
It has never been greatly enlarged. 

FAiaflELP. 

This town lies oil the western bank ^ the Kennebeck> 
between Watenrille and Bloomfield. Some settlements 
were made here about as early as those in Canaan, but 
no Congregational Church was gadxered here until May . 
1815. Rev. Jotham Sewall» Rev. Fifield Holt, and 
Rev. Josiah Peet then met there in CoutcU, and organ* 
ized a Church of eight members. 

FREEMAN. 

A small Church was gathered in diis town in July 
1818. 

KINGSriELt). 

Rev. Jotham Sewall organized a small Cfatitch here 
In September 1819. 

A half township of land in the northeasterly part rf 
Sumerset County was granted to Monson Academy in 

#The Church at Binghim hat rrceived an addition of twenty one mem- 
bers, and the adjoining Churches of 8o1on and Anson, the former dx and 
the Utter nine ; making thirty«tik ; besides others who are hoped to be 
Sincere converts, that hav«fiot yet made a public profession of their faltlu** 

%xp9tt of the MliOne Miss« Soc for i8f>. 
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Massachusetts. The settlement of the town is very re- 
cent. Several respectable families from Monson mov- 
ed there^ among whom were several public professors of 
religion! and in the summer of ISSI^they were regularly 
^rj^amzed as a Congregational Church* 
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CHAPTEIl XXII. 

1788. 

COUNTY OF PENOBSCOT. 

There was no permanent settlement made wiihin the 
limits of this County until a little previous to the revo** 
lutionary wai. In the year 1777» a few houses were 
scattered along on the banks of Penobscot river in the 
towns of Frankfort, Hampden, and Bangor on the one 
side, and Orringtdn and Brewer on the other. A Mr. 
Wheeler established hunself at Hampden, and the place 
was called Wheelersborough $ but the Indians called it 
Sowerdabocook. The first minister that ever preached 
statedly in this region was a Mr. Knowles from Cape 
Cod. How long he tarried among the people on the 
river is not known. After the peace in 1783, a spirit 
of enterprise led many respectable men to penetrate the 
wilderness, and the settlements on the Penobscot began 
to assume a morp interesting appearance. In the sum* 
Sier of 1788, Rev. Sedi Noble was employed as a preach- 
er in the new settlements on the Penobscot. Rev. Mr. 
Little of Kennebunk beiag at this time employed by the 
Legislature of the Commonwealth as a Missionary at 
the eastward, visited the Penobscot settlements, and in- 
stalled Mr. Noble as the minister of that people. It is 
doubtfi^l whether a Church was organized in a regular 
manner a( this time. No record of such proceeding can 
now be found. Mr. Noble remained on the Penobscot 
several years. I^e lived about half a mile above the 
Kenduskeag stream in Bangor, and preache. . in all the 
settlements above Bucjcsport o^ both sides of the river. 
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^tke connexion between him and the people was dissolr 
ted without much formality, and they were left desti* 
tute of regular preaching. In the summer of 18()0, Mr. 
James Boyd was employed as a preacher in this region, 
and in September of that year a Church was organized 
consisting of members Kving in the towns of On ington, 
Hampden, and Bangor, and Mr, Boyd was ordained. 
His ministry continued but one year. His conduct was 
soon discovered to be unbecoming the Ministerial or 
Christian character ; a Council was called in Novem- 
ber 1801, arid after investigating the subject Mr. Boyd 
was dismissed Without a recommendation. During his 
ministry Mr. Boyd resiiled at Bangor, and was consid- 
ered abroad as the Minister of that town. He preached 
on both sides of the river, and the Church was called the 
** Bangor Church," and the "Orrington Church,'* as the 
numbers on either side of the river preponderated. Af* 
^€r the dismission of Mr. Boyd it was considered the Or- 
rington Church. For several years the people In all 
these towns were in a broken and divided state, and no 
attempts to procure stated preaching proved successful. 

In the summer of 181 1, Mr. Harvey Loomis was em- 
ployed to preach at Bangor, and in November of that 
year a Church was organized in that town composed 
partly of members dismissed from the OrringtonCluirch, 
and Rev, Mr, Loomis was ordained. He is their pre- 
sent Minister, 

The year following, Mr, Thomas Williams was sent 
to the upper part of Orrington, which had then become 
the town of Brewer, as a Missionary. The people made 
proposals for bis settlement, and he was ordained theie 
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in January 1813» as Pastor of the old Orrington Churdb 
which then connsted of seventeen members. He re^ 
mains there to the present time. 

Rer. Mr. Loomis and Rev. Mr. Williams are the on- 
ly settled Ministexs in the County. There are four 
more Congregational Churches, which have never yet 
enjoyed the ministrations of stated Pastors, 

The eldest of the four is in the town of Dixmont. It 
was gathered in November ISOTy by Rev. Messrs. Jq^ 
tham Sewally Samuel Sewall, and Daniel Lovejoy. 

The second includes members in t^e towns of Gar-^ 
landi Foxcrofti Sangerville, and Dexter. It was organ*^ 
ized by Rev. John Sawyer» Rev. Mighill Blood and 
Rev. Hezekiah May in March 1810» and is generally 
known by the name of the ^^Garland Church.'' . .^ 

The third is at Hampden. It consists of about thir^^^ 
tf members, and was gathered in March 181^. 

The other is in the plantation of Brownville, which^ 
lies north of the Piscataquis river. In the autumn of 
1818, Mr. Moses Welch a student in the ^^Maine Chari- 
ty SchooP' who had been licensed to preach, spent a (evf 
weeks at this place. Divine influences were afibrdedf' 
and an uncommon attention to religion excited among 
the people in that and^ the neighbouring towns* The 
hopeful conversion of a considerable number was the ul- 
timate consequence, and in the month of August ]81S^ 
Rev. M. Sawyer gathered up the fruits, and established 
them as a Congregational Church. 

In reviewing the history of the Congregational Church 
in Maine we shall find some doings to lament, yet many 
Vo excite our fervent gratitude and praise. 
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The commencement of the eighteenth century found 
but one Church of any denomination in the State, al- 
though some parts of it had then been settled at least 
sixty years. Now there are no less than one hundred 
and thirty one Congregational Churches, besides a 
respectable number in the other denominations. These 
Churches are scattered through all the Counties in the 
State. York County contains 23, Cumberland 27, 1-in* 
coin 1 7, Hancock 14, Washington 5, Kennebeck IC, 
Oxford 16, Somerset 11, and Penobscot 6. Sixty-two 
of these are destitute of stated Pastors. It is difficult 
to ascertam the precise number r£ members, which these 
Churches contain. But few of them are large ; several . 
of them are in a flourishing state ; some are declining, 
and some almost extinct. Most, if not all that were 
gathered previous to the year 1750, recognized the prin. 
ciples of the Westminster confession, as to doctrine, and 
the Cambridge platform as to government, admitting 
the practice of what has been termed ** the half-way 
Covenant.'' This practice has been discontinued in 
nearly all the Churches which formerly admitted it. — 
- Various expedients have been used to effect the change* 
Some Churches have adopted a new Confession of faith* 
and Covenant, in which the practice was not recogniz- 
ed ; others have voted to discontinue the practice at 
once ; some Ministers have made the total abolition of 
the practice a condition in their terms of settlement ; 
some Churches have consented to receive to baptism the 
children of such parents as already stood in the baptis* 
mal relation, but would receive no more ; while others 

T 2 
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have laid aside the use of a separate baptismal Covenant^ 
and have received to full standing in the Church any 
persons of moral life who wished for the privilege of 
baptism for their children. We pret^d, not in this 
place to discuss the merits of the question. 
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CHAPTER XXnir 

EPISCOPALIANS. 

Tbe principal part of tbe mginal settlers of New^ 
England, especially tn the Massachusetts and Plymouth 
Coloznes were zealous dissenters, and, as it might natur*^ 
ally be supposed, adopted their cwn peculiar modes of 
worship whereirer, they were instrumental in planting 
Churches. A few Episcopalians however were among 
the earliest settlers of Msune; Soon after the grant of 
the tdwn of Fsdmouth, which took place under the gov* 
emment of Sir Alexander Rigby, sonietime previous to 
the yesir 1646, he sent over Richard Gibson, an £pisco»- 
pal Clergyman to reside among the people. Gibson 
remained there but a short time, and then wandered- 
from them, and settled for a while in Portsmouth. He 
exercised his ministerial functions according to the ri- 
tual, but is represented as a man exceedingly bigotted^ 
Toward the close of his ministry in America he was 
suncmiO|ied before the Court at Boston for scandalizing 
the government there, and denying their title ; but upon 
his submission, they discharged him without fine or 
punishment, being a stranger, and about to depart from 
the Country. * Another Clergyman of this commu- 
nion was soon after obtained for the settlement at Cape 
Elizabeth, through the influence of Robert Trelawny, 
who at tiiat time possessed Richmond's Island, and had 
established John Winter as his Agent there. This Min-^ 
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ister was Robert Jordan, who after ht$ settlement mar* 
ried Winter's daughter, and is the ancester of all of the 
name in this part of the country. Whether Mr. Jordan 
remained in the ministry until his death, does not appear ; 
nor is there any record to show the state of vital relig« 
ion under his miisistry. The Episcopalians, however 
\irere a considerable party, and much attached to their 
liturgy, and hence madegr^t opposition to the propos- 
ed submission to Massachusetts in 1652. 

The cause of Episcopacy in Cape Elizabeth seems 
i^ter this to have declined ; for we find the people ofi: 
that territory uniting, in 1727> with the other part of 
Falmouth, in the settlement of Rer. Thomas Smith. 

But the principles hnplanted in the early settlers of 
this region, though for a while partially controlled and 
subdued by the force of circumstances, appear never to 
have been totally eradicated. About the year ITGS, a 
number of persons who were dissatisfied with the settle- 
ment of the Rev* Samuel Deane as a colleague Pastor 
with the Rev. Mr. Smith, withdrew from that parish 
and invited the Rev. John Wiswall, who was then 
preaching in the parish of New«Casco, to become their 
Minister. In July 1 764, having completed the organiz- 
ation of their Society, they agreed to adopt the liturgy 
of the Episcopal Church ; and soon afterwards, agreea- 
bly to a vote of the Society, Mr. Wiswall proceeded to 
England and was admitted to Holy Orders' in the1£s- 
tablished Church. After his return, which was not long > 
delayed, Mr. Wiswall continued to officiate as their Pas- 
tor, to a respectable congregation, till the year 1775 ; 
when, in consequence of the troubles between thisCoun- 
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Iry and Oreu*. - . " ' , ' ' ^•^^ his narish and removed to 
the Province of Nova Scotia. The Society m V^.i.^. 
the absence of Mr. Wiswall, erected a neat and com- 
modions Church ; which was destroyed by the British 
in the conflagration of tha town in October 1775. 
Their numbers had become considerable^ for we find 
upwards of 100 persons reclaiming* as members of this 
Societyt the taxes assessed on them by the Rev. Mr. 
Deane's parish in 1771. Serious disputes on this sub* 
ject had atisen between the two Societies, but the con- 
flagration of the town* involving aU the disputants in a 
gteater calamity, seems to have terminaited all their dif« 
ferences on the question of taiationr The mumbers of 
the Episcopal Church as weU as the others, being dis* 
persed among the neighboring towns^ do not appear ta 
hav,e assembled again till the storm of war had subside 
ed. 

In 1783, a number of the members havmg retnmedf 
from their dispersion, the Society was seorganized, and 
has continued its r^ular parochial ezistance, with great* 
er or less de^^ of prosperity, to the present time. — 
From 1783 to 1787 divine service was occasionally per* 
formed, and the ordinances administered, by the Minis- 
ters of other Churches in the diocese. 

In the latter year a small Church was erected on the 
site of the foimer building ; and twenty persons sub* 
scribed a weekly payment to support a Clergyman, and 
soon afterwards voted that he might preach three Sab» 
baths in each year at Windham, where some members 
of the Church resided. Mt. Thomas Oxnard, who was 



6ne of the twenty, was this year engaged as a reacfe// 
in which capacity he officiated for sometime ; but wajs 
at length dismissed, in 1792. About four years after 
this, the Rev. Joseph Warf en, havirig removed from 
Gardiner, was efigaged by the Society as their stated 
Minister, and continued as such till he removed to one 
of the Southern States in 1 799. Again they were dei. 
titute of the regolai mihistiations of the vord, for 
$ome time, though occasionally visited by several cler- 
gymen of the Church ; but the Society had become 
strong in numbers and Wealth, and in 180^ erected a 
handsome brick building for their accommodation, call- 
ed St. Paul's Church. In 1803 the Rev. Timothy Bil- 
liard was settled as their Minister, by conttact with the 
Society, in which capacity he pBEiciated till April 1 808. 
iDurIng the early ^art of this. period the Society flour- 
ished ; but before his departure its prospects began to 
be obscured, and after he left it, the members were 
scattered infJofig other societies, havFflg no ministry of 
any kind for more than five years ; and very few visits 
from any Clergymeit till the arrival of the Rev. Gideon 
W. Olney in Ju ne 1817. ITiis gentleman officiated 
during the greater part of t^at year, and then settled at 
Gardiner. In September of the following year ihe Rev. 
Petous Stuyvesant Ten Broeck was engaged to preaeh 
on probation, and in May 1819 was instituted, being 
the first Minister ever regularly instituted as the rector 
of this Church. In this office he still continues. The 
Society was incorporated by statute March 7, 1791. 
It does not appear ever to have been favored with any 
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general outpouring of the Spirit of God ; but during 
the short term of Olney's ministry there was excited a 
considerable attention to religion, and some additions 
were made to the number of communicants, which, 
^lowever, on the arrival of Mr. Ten Broeck did not ex- 
ceed ten or twelve, but have since been increased to 
twenty^seven. 

Another Episcopal Church is found at Gardiner, on 
the wester;! side of tlie Kennebeck, four miles below 
Hallowell, which originally took the name af St. Ann's 
Church- The Plymouth Company had obtained a 
gnmt of lands on the Kennebeck river, in the reign of 
James 1st. ll^is grant was confirmed by Charles 1st 
in 1629, and extended from Cobbisseconte river to Ne- 
quamkike, (now Norridgewock) and 15 miles on each 
side of the river. The original grants within these 
limits were under their charter. From the year 1 754 to 
1760 some grants were made by this Company to Doc« 
tor Sylvester Gardiner, then of Boston, covering the 
wliole township of Gardiner, then called Gardiner- 
stOA. Some speedy attempts were made for a settle* 
ment, and a mill was built in 1761. But the settlement 
did not advance much for ten years. Dr. Gardiner 
was a man of wealth, and evidently very much dispos* 
e4 to do good with his propeity ; and being himself an 
Episcopalian he laid a foundation for an establishment 
cf that kind in this town. In the year 1771, the set- 
.tlement began to flourish, and the building of a Church 
'^V commenced. The war, vdiich soon came on, 
hindered ^e settlem^njiy and the building of the house 
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of worship was not completed at the decease sf Dr. 
Gardiner in 1786. Bat although he was thus prevent- 
ed from accomplishing all his benevolent purposes to- 
ward his new settlement during his life, yet he did not 
forget them in deaths as appears from the foiUowidg ex- 
tract from his Wfll : ' 

*^ I give and bequeath twenty pounds sterling to he 
"<< pai4 annually forever in four equal quarterly psiy- 
^ ments out of the rents and income of my Cobbiss$* 
*< conte or Gardinerston estates to the Episcopal Minis- 
<< ter for the time being of St. Anns Omrch in the said 
*^ Gardinerston, who shall be duly presented and induct* 
** ed into the said Church $ and he shall be r^tly 
<< mducted and instituted who shall be pre* 
^ sented to the same by my Son William Gardiner, ot 
«< his heirs the perpetual successive Patrcms of the said 
^< Churchy always supposing that the major part of the 
** Parishioners of the said Church duly qualified by law 
^< to vote, agree to said nomination or presentation. 
*^ But if the major part of the Parishioners duly quali- 
** fied shall oppose the person presented by the Patron 
<< for the time being, he shall then present a second within 
<( one year after such rejection, and if he also be oppos- 
*^ ed in Hke manner he shall present a third, who shall 
** be inducted any opposition notwithstanding. And if 
** the Patron for the time being on the vacs^ncy of a 
^ Minister of the said Church by death or removal shall 
*< neglect to present within twelve months another can- 
<' didate for the same, the Parishioners of the said 
** Church being convened by the Wardens, shall have 
<< power by a major vote to present one themselves foj- 
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" that time only, the Patron's right returning again up- 
^* on the next vacancy, and the person so chosen hj the 
** Parishoners shall have a good and legal right annual- 
**ljr during his ministry at the said Church to the 20* 
^ sterling out of the rents and incomes of the sai'd estate 
*■ to he paid hy the Patron for the time being, as though 
** he had presented him himself. And furthermore, the 
** said 20/ sterling annually or so much of it as shall 
^ become due during any vacancy in the ministry of the 
^ said Church shall be paid to the next incumbent. And 
** I order and direct the said Church of St Ann's to be 
^ decently finished if not done before my death out of 
^ my personal estate. I give to the Church of St. Ann's 
*• in Gardinerston forever ten acres of land in Gardiners- 
^ ton to be laid out by my Son William and my two 
^ Executors hereafter mentioned, so as to include with- 
** in the bounds of said Church a Parsonage house. I 
•• give and bequeath my whole Library of Books for a 
* public Library by the name of the Gardinerston Li- 
** brary, for the use of the settled Episcopal, and dis- 
•» senting Clergy and the Physicians who shall live Ef- 
«< «een miles east and west of Kennebeck River, and 
«« twenty miles north and south from the Church on said 
*» River, the Library always to be kept at Gardnerston, 
«* and the Episcopal Minister there for the time being 
•*to be the Librarian, on his giving security to my son 
«» William, his heirs and successors in that estate for- 
^ ever, which if he refuses or neglects then some other per- 
«* son to be the Librarian who shall g#ve such security, 
<* said Library to be always subject to the rul^ and re» 

U 
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« gulations hereunto annexed, and signed with my otwn 
*«hand." 

Agreeably to the provisions of this Will the £zeci>k 
tors of Dr. Gardmer proceeded to finish the Cburcht. 
but soon after, in 1793, it was burnt to the ground. A 
certain insane man, named Henry McCausland, bdlier- 
ed that he was directed by a vision from the Lord to 
make a burnt oflering and a saqrifice. The burnt offi^v* 
ingwas the Church at Gardiner to which he set fire^ 
tlie sactifice was supposed to have beeu the Minister ; 
but not finding him, he murdered a woman of the 
same name. He was ^on^icted of the murder, but hj 
reason of his insanity has never received sentence^ and 
is still confined in A^igusta gaol. 

The Chuzij^ was sdon rebuilt, partly by subscriptioqp 
and finished by the Executors of Dr. Gardiner's WiD. 
In May 1794> Rev. ioteph Warren, was engaged as the 
stated ministiet" to this congregation, and cohtinued at 
Gardiner a little tnore than two years, near the close of 
the year 1796, only a few month* after the departure of 
Mr. Watren, Rev. Janaes Bowers was employed lo ofli- 
^iate at St. Ann's Cliurch> and continued his ministra- 
tions until 1802, when he Was dismissed, and settled at 
M^tblehead. In July 1803, Rev. Samuel Haskdl sue 
ceeded Mr. Bowers, and remained at Gardiner until 
i 80^, VheA he removed to New^York. The Church 
was then tiestitute three years. In 1812, Re^. Aaron 
lltimphreys Was 'employed to preath and continued 
here two years. In 1817, RfeV. Gideon W. Glney, the 
present Rector, commenced his ministry at this place^ 
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kad soon after was regularly instituted. The present- 
number of communicants is about fifty. 

The house of worship which was erected in 1799, was 
a small wooden building of one story. A new and elc*- 
gant building of stone, exhibiting a perfect model of the 
Gotluc style has since been erected. — Ip 1779, the plan- 
tation of Gardnerston was incorporated by the name of 
Fittston, and in 1793, the persons attending St. Ann's 
Church were incorporated by the name of the Episcopal 
Society at Pittston." In 1803, that p^rt of Pittston 
ying west of the River was incorporated into a town by 
the name pf Gar£ner, aad the name of the Episcopal 
Society was cfasmged accordingly. Ifi 1819, it having 
been suggested that some confusion of names might 
hereafter arise, and it might be questioned whether ^'St. 
Ann's Church** and "the Episcopal Society*' were thje 
same, the names of both were changed to that of Christ^ 
Church in Gardiner, Maine;** 

A Parsonage house, and ten acres of land, including 
that on which the Church was built, were both appro- 
priated agreeably to the will of Dr. Gardiner, and in- 
doding the M sterling mentioned above, his heirs pay 
1(124, 44 annually for the support of the Episcopal 
Clergyman in that place. 

In the early settlement of the country a foundationr 
was laid for an Episcopal Society in the town of Dres- 
den, about ten miles below Gardiner, on the eastern. 
side of Kennebeck river. Between the years 1760 and 
1770 a building for a Church was erected by subscrip- 
tion, raised ptincipally by the proprietors of *<the Ken- 

• 

nebeck purchase.** Rev. Jacob Bailey was engaged 



and continued for a short time to officiate as the Minis:* 
ter. When the revolutionaiy war commenced Mr. Bai- 
hj left the country, and removed to Annapolis Royal, 
hi Nova Scotia, and did not letum. After the peace in 
1783, prayers were read for one or two years hut that 
honse of worship went to ruin, and the Congregation 
were scattered. The original proprietors of the laxid 
made a grant of 100 acres to the Episcopal Church itn« 
der certain conditions, which not being complied with 
It reverted to them ; but in closing their concerns the 
proprietors vested the same 100 acres of land in three 
Trustees with liberty to sell it, and apply the proceedt 
to the use of an Episcopal Minister should one ever be 
settled there, and in the mean time to the use of k Con- 
gregational MinisteF. 
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RaifrASi CATHOLICS. 

Itoiit mi^^ngs otihls denommafttbTi are held ih Maiiie ^ 
h#5 simdDg £he remaths (S the Fassamaqupddf and Pq- 
slbtKSCbt Indians, one at New-Castle, and one at White* 
field, in Lincoln Coimty. 

The Indian Tribes were early- visited by Frendi 
lllKissionafieis, and became Catholics. Soihettme m the 
reign of Louis I4?th of France, a t'rench Architect came 
•ter from that country, and erected a place for public 
worship m Indian Old Town, an Island in the Penob* 
ccot aBbire the head of tide waters, which was then, and 
still' is, considered the head quarters oF ttie Penobscot 
Tribe.* This Church was burnt by the Anglo^Ameri* 
cans in the **old French war,'*' because the Indiaiis ad- 
hered id the French, to whom they have ever been 
friendly ^ and it is said that the Governor or l^ing of 
Uus tribe wears to this day, as a badge qf honour, a 
medal with the likeness of Louis i4>th. 

Sebastiati Ralle, or Rasles, was a Missionary from the 
Society of the Jesuits to the Indians of North-America. 
tie came iiito Maine in the year 1689» and was connec-^ 
ted with the Eastern Indians, particularly with the 
iJorridgewock Tribe. The principal village belonging 
to this 'fribe was within the limits of the present town 
of Norridgewock. Here Father Ralle resided for about 
tweitty b'X years, accompaningthe Tribe however, in ma» 
By of their wars, and in many of their wandering?. 
They looked up to him as a Father, and hq was greatly 

U2 



CatMic &met|r *l WUiefiiU U ef iMre YCceM daM.^^ 
A fe vjgnlv tittM a weodsn Iraildii^ was ere^tbd A» a 
place e^mblic worship there^ partly by tbe volontari^ 
aids of the bntbtn, and pardy bj die pvivato propert^f- 
<tf Bishap Ghevtnis^ and odMT CMiolk Glei|;yin^ 

Tke ttMinWn of these «iro Gocietite 4upe dftspetwdt 
tkroiig^ioat LiBfiiala Cooatf » but they generally Mdeav-^ 
our i)B ^ Ipieai: iestifod of iieCharck tcr aoettd puUic 
we^dup eUwr at New-Casde or Whitdiddt The fi^ 
am ttuubar^sfsotokim these two Societiesis^ttx^aiowM.f 
Abott( 108 famiUea ara cooaectedi wick theau 

The pfesent Ywam af these Chavchea is Rev. Denais: 
Rya% a aatiieef Ifcland» who was^ ordaiaeda Priest 
in B o sta n by Hi s h ep ChevertB ia 18ig» sutal since that 
line has lasidad In Newcastle^ 

The CathoKc Societies in Maine ai% uei^ the Eastern 
Skvcese^ now under the spintval jnrisdifitioftof Rt. Rev. 
John Cheveros of Boston^ This Fkehte w^ bo^ at 
Ma^ennein theProYince af Matfie in Ftumte^ Jab. i^y 
1 7S8t was edvcated at ibt Sorbotme ia Pafts» and Was 
there ordsMied a Priest Dec. 1H| 179a Ifi the year 
1791, having refuse<t with most of the Clergy of France 
to take the oalh required by die Govemmtfnt. he was- 
aUiged to leave his native country, which be did in the 
following year after an imprisofiniem 6f some months 
in one of the dungeons of Paris. He went over to 
England where he remained unrO July 1796, when he 



t The accoanti wcdvid ooncernins the numbers in the Catholic Rocie- 
tiM ar« variou*. Some place them at 500 each, and ©then tt i jo So Hew. 
CA«tIe antf 200 at Whkefield. 
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^barked for America. On his arriyal in this country 
he assisted Rev. Dr. Matignon for several years in min- 
istering to the Catholic Chuich in Boston, and on the 
first of Novemher 1810» he was coneecrated Bishop of 
the Diocese of Massachusetts by the late Most Rev. 
Archbishop Carroll of Baltimore ; which . office he still 
sasuimt 
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CHAPTER XXV* 

OALVINIBTIC BAPTISTS. 

Some Bsiptiste wtn aaiong the early settlers ;of Neir^ 
England. But they were %w, their tenets wete nnpofiM 
ulart it was-an age of persecndon, and £br more dan 
forty yeaTS after the settlement of Plymouth no CfaoidL 
of this denomination was constituted in Massachusetts. 
In 1654s President Dunster of Harvard College became 
a B^tisty and soon after rembved to Scituate where he 
died in 1659. Four years after this a Baptist Church was 
gathered at; Rdioboth, and in May 1665» one was form- 
ed at Charlestown. At the time of its organization.it 
consisted of nine persons^ viz. Thomsis Goqjd and 
Thomas Osbom» who had previously belonged to the 
Congregational Church in Charlestown^ Richard Good* 
all> a member of a Baptist Church in London* William- 
Turner and Robert Lambert, members of a Baptist 
Cliurch in Dartmouth (Eng.) Edward Drinker and Jdin 
George* who had never before united with any Church* 
and two females — viz. Mary Goodall* and Mary New- 
cL* Thomas Gould* one of the members became the 
Pastor of this new Church. Much difficulty ensued b^ 
tween them and the Congregationalists. Gould and 
Osborne were excommunicated &om the Church to 
which they liad formerly belonged* and finally Gould 
and Turner were imprisoned for more than a year. Qq 
being liberated Mr. Gould removed his £unily to Nod-, 
die's Island in Boston harbour* and the meetings of the 
Church were held at his house for several years. This 

«Backttt voV, If pa^e 35^, 
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Church had now. increased considerabljt insomuch that 
in Februarj 1 677 diej q^eed to divide into two Church- 
es, but on farther consideration this idea was abandon- 
ed» a Meetin^hbpse was built io Boston, and Mr. Gould 
being dead. Rev. John Russell was ordained Pastor of 
d>e Church July 28, 1679. * We have npw arrived at 
fjt» time wb^ a Baptist establishment was first xsade in 
then Province of Maine. In 1681, a number of per- 
sQus.thealivbgin Kittery^ opposite to Portsmouth, em- 
braced the peculiar sentiments of ^e Baptists, and were 
baptized* William Screven, a gifted brother among 
iQiem wa4 selected by the others as a teacber« and sent 
to Boston with a license in the following terms:— << To 
« aU whom it loay concern : these are to certify, that 
^ our beloved brother Willian Screven is a member in 
^ communion with us, and having had trial of his gifts 
** among us, and finding him to be a man whom God 
^< hath qualified aftd furnished with the gifts of his holy 
^ spirit and grace» enabling him to open and apply the 
^ word of God, which through the blessing of the Lord 
^ Jesus may be useful in his hand> for the begetting and 
« building up of fouls in the knowledge of God, do 
** dierefore appoint, approve and ^encourage him, to ex- 
** erci& his gifts m the place where he lives, or elsewhere 
** as the providence of God may caft him ; and fo the 
** Lord help hiA to eye his glory in all things, and to 
*< walk humbly in the fear of hit name/' 

Signed by us in' behalf of the rest» 

Isaac Hull, 
.......,.^ JoHM Farnubi* 

•Backus vol. i, p>ee 4^0. 
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^ But*** says Mr. Backus, their historian, ^no sooner 
was this design heard of in their town than Mr. Wood- 
bridge the Minister, and Hucke the magistrate began to 
bestir thamselves, and the magistrate summoned those 
people before him who had been to the Baptist meet- 
ings, and threatened them with a fine of fi^e shillings 
for every stich ofience for the future/'* During the 
same summer the General Court for the Province of 
Maine undertook to crush this meedng, and summoned 
Mr, Screven before them. Their record of the transac- 
tion is as follows :— '■William Screven appearing before 
** this Court, and being convicted of the contempt of lus 
<* Majesty's authority, and refosing to submit lumself to 
^ the sentence of the Court, prohibiting his public pieach- 
** ing, and upon examination before the Court, declaring 
^ his resolution still to persist therein, the Couit tendered 
<<him liberty to return home to his family, in case be 
^ would forbear such turbulent practices and amend for 
** the future ; but he refusing* the Oourt sentenced him 
^ to give bond for his good behaviour, and to forbear 
<* such contentious behaviour for the future, and the de- 
** linquent to stand committed until, the judgment of 
« this Court be fulfilled.". 

••Verai Copia transcribed, and with the records com* 
** pared this 17th of August 1682, 

"Per Coward Risk worth, Recorder.f 

In addition to this, the Court ordered that Mr. Scre> 
ven should not, on any pretence whatever, have any pr^ 
vate religious exercise at his own house or elsewhere on 

• I'i'^ory of the Baptists p. 505. 

t Province rccorda cited by Backui p»fe 504. 
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thp Sabbath, fineing him at the same time ten pounds for 
fanner offiences. 

Not discouraged at these oppressive measures, the 
inethren took measures for their regular establishment 
ai a Church, and, with the assistance of Elder Hull, 
4atd some others from Boston, they were embodied as a 
Baptist Church Sept. 25, 1682. llie original Covenant 
mas signed hj William Screven, £lder, Humphrey 
Gfaorcbwood, deacon, and Robert Williams, John Mor- 
gandy, Richard Cott, Timothy Davis, Leonard Drown^ 
William Adams, Humprey Azell, George Litten, and 
a number of females. But the oppressive measures of 
iSmt {[ovemment ag^nst diem induced this infant Church 
td ramove their habitation in about one 3rear after their 
OTganization. Rev. Mr. Screven, and a considerable 
{art of his Church took shipping, and sailing southward 
seeded on Cooper river in South Carolina, at a plantar 
'Am then called Sumnerton, at no great distance from 
the place where Charleston now stands. Here the com* 
pany were formed into a Church by Mr. Screven, who 
became their Pastor. They were soon joined by several 
from England, and became a flourishing Society. * 

Mr. Screven was a native of England bom in 1629. 
He married Bridget Cutts, at Kittery , by whom he had 
deren children. He was a good English scholar, and 
emenent for piety and usefulness. After his removal to 
South Carolma he was solicited to take the pastoral care 
ipf the Baptist Church in Boston which be declined.-* 



♦ Ben^ict*< HUt. •f the Btptiitt f«l. a, fiage I2«. 
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la dx htter port of his life he removed to Georgetowni 
about 60 miles north of Oiarkstoiiy where he died in 
peaces in 171S» at the advanced age of 84 years. He 
is sazd to hare been the original proprietor of the land 
CO which Georgetown is built. * 

After this ancient Church at Kittery was scattered we 
hear no more ol the Baptist denomination in Mune for 
ncariy ninety 3rears. About the year 1767» there was 
some qiecial attention to religion in that psurt of Bexw 
wick in the County of York calkd <«Great HilL" Rer^ 
Mr. Smith of HaverhiD visited the converts, who became 
Bapti&ts, and were in the year following constituted as. 
a Baptist Church, and soon had Rev. WSliam Hooper 
set over them as a P^utor. In the same year a Church 
was gathered at Madbury in New-Hampshire, and air. 
bout four years after Baptist Churches were also consti* 
Cuted in Gilmantown in New-Hampshire, and Sanfbrd 
in Maine. In 1776, the two Churches of Berwick and 
Sanford with some Churches in New-Hampshire com* 
menced a meeting which they caOed a conference. This 
was the beginning of what has since been called the 
*< New-Hampshire Association." which included the 
County of York in Maine. 

In 1780, a Baptist Church was gathered in the north- 
westerly part of Wells, and Rev. Nathaniel Lord wai 
ordained its Pastor. He was afterwards settled at Ber- 
wick, and the present Pastor of the Church, Rev. Joseph 
Eaton, was ordained in his stead. The year following 



♦ Bcnc«ict»«Hi8t, of the Baftbti Vol. i, pj»gc 1*3* 



CALV1NI8T1C BAPTISi;S. ftid 

' a Church of this denomination was organized at Shap> 
leigh, and another at Lyman in 1782. Three years af- 
ter this these Churchies, with some in New-Hampshire, 
were established as an Associationi being the first in the 
State* 

In the year ITSf^a man who lived in the new com>r Cw^u, 
try near Kennebeck livci was converted to the truth as j^sTO; 
it is in Jesus» and became a Baptist. This was the com- 
mencement of a considerable revival of religion in that 
region through the following year» and in May 1784, 
Churches were formed in Bowdoinham and Thomaston. 
A Church was gathered also at Harpswell in January 
of the following year. * These three Churches began 
an Association in 1787> which in three years increased 
lo six Churches^ and 317 members. This was the be^ 
ginning of the Bowdoinham Association. 

In 1804^ the Bowdoinham Associaton had increased 
to forty-eight Churches ; but these being scattered over 
a g^reat extent of teiritory, a division was thought ad- 
visable, and was amicably effected. The new body 
took the name of the Lincoln Association, which then 
consisted of seventeen Churches^ and extended its bounds 
beyond the Penobscot river, f 

By the year 1810^ the Bowdoinham Association had 
again become' too large to meet with convenience in one 
body, and another division was effected ; the Churches 
westward of Androscoggin river becoming a new body, 
called Cumberland Association § 

•Backus vol* 3, page x%6. 

t Benedict Vol. i, page 31T. i Ibid page ^z. 
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In the year 1818, the Churches lying eastward of 
Penobscot river finding it inconventient to attend the 
meetings of the LincoU Association, held a meeting at 
Blue Hill on the 12th of November in that year, and 
organized themselves as a new body called the Eastern 
Association, 

Thus in fifty years since the establishment of the 
Baptist Church in Berwick, the members of this denom* 
ination have spread themselves through the State to the 
number of one hundred and seventy-five Churches ; di* 
vided among the Counties in the following manner, 
Yoxk 2a, Cumberland 11, Lincohi S9, Hancock 20, 
WasMngton 4^ Kennebeck 25, Oxford 21, Somerset 15, 
Penobscot 7 ; which according to their annual minutes 
of 1820, contained 9873 members. These Churches 
were supplied in the same year by 109 ordained minis- 
ters, and 13 Licentiates. 

A more particular account of the severd Baptttt 
Churches in Maine cannot well be inserted in these 
sketches. The greater part of them have been gather- 
ed within thirty years past, and their ministers olten re* 
moving from one Church to another . without many 
ecclesiastical formalities it is attended with considerable 
difficulty to trace them. ^ 
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^FRIBNDS^ OR QUAKERS. 

Before entering cHstinctly on the hinonr of this de- 
tMnmation of Christians it will benecessarf for the in- 
fbrniation of the common readers to explain some of 
ibrir peculiar customs, particularly as it regards the sev- 
eral xbeetihgs held among them^ 

Meetings for worship are held as other CSmstians hold 
tneetingSy on the first day of the week, and at other times 
as opportimities offer, and circumstances permit. These 
meetings are attended by all the Friends living ih the 
Vicinity. They are sometimes kept in families, agreea- 
Uy to the advice of the yearly meeting in London 
XiSSG— ^ Agreed, that friends that live distant from 
^ meetings be reminded to keep meetings in their £un-> 
** ilies, to wait upon God, that thetr children and £imilies 
** may come to be seasoned in their spirits by the tmth 
^ and the Lord's power, and that they may have his 
*^ blessing upon their families.^ * For the regular ad- 
itaimstration of Discipline and other helps, the Friends 
have established four other kinds of meetings, viz.«- 
Preparative meetings. Monthly meetings, Qarterly meet« 
ings, and Yearly meetings. In these meetings worship 
is first attended to and then business. The Preparative 
meeting consists of Friends belonging to one or more 
meetings for worship, f This is a meeting before whicjei 



• Rnicsof OIacipliite-«f the Yearly meeting page yji 
X fi>M page 4>, 
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all matters of basiness.are first brcnightt and its onlj 
Authority is to judge of the propriety of carrying the 
business in question to a higher tribunal, aUd to see that 
% is reduced to. proper form^ ia order to prevent any 
irregularities that might otherwise occur. The author- 
ity for holding it is granted by some Monthly meeting 
to which it is accountable. Each Monthly meeting is 
required to choose two or more sober and judicious 
malesy and two or more females to be overseers in each 
preparative me^ng, who are ta render an account tp 
the monthly meeting at least once a quarter. * The 
monthly meeting is thus described by Clarkson, *< The 
^* Quakers usually divide a county into a number of 
" parts according to die Quaker population, of it. In 
** each of thesedivi^ions there are usually several Meet- 
** injr.houses, and those have their several Congregations 
** attached to them. One Meeting-house, however, in 
" each division, is usually fixed upon for transacting the 
** business of all the Congregations that are within it.; 
" or, for holding these monthly Courts. The difitrent 
^ Congregations, each of them, appoint a set of depu* 
^ ties once a month, which deputies are of both sexes, 
**■ to repair to the Meeting-house, which has been assign- 
** ed them These deputies, are all of them previously 
<< instructed in the matters belonging to the Congrega* 
-*• tions which they respectively represent. When they 
<^ arecoHected at the Meeting-house, a meeting for wor- 
'< ship takes place. All persons both men and, wom^ 
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<* attend together. But when this meetbg is of er, they 
** separate into different apartments for the purposes of 
<* discipline it.the men to transact by themselves the busi- 
^ ness of the men» and of their own district, the women 
^ to transact that which is more limitedr namely such 
^* as belongs to their own sex.'^ § The Friend's Quar- 
terly meeting is thus described by the same author. — 
^ The Quarterly meeting of the Quakers, which comes 
<^ next in order, is much more numerously attended than 
^ the monthly. The monthly, as we have just seen, su- 
^ perintend the concerns of a few Congregations or 
^ particular meetings which were contained in a small 
<< division of the county. The Quarterly meeting, on 
^ the other handf superintends the concerns of all the 
<* monthly meetings in the county at Isurge.. Two -or 
^ more persons of each sex are generally deputed from 
« each monthly meeting, having previously understood 
^ at the monthly meeting where^they were chosen all th^; 
** matters which the discipline* required: them to know 
** relative to the state and condition of their constituents. 
^ When all of them are assembled, neariy the samecus*- 
** torn obtains at the quarterly, as has been desciibed at 
« the monthly meeting.'* f At the quarterly meetings, 
a number of important queiies- are proposed by the 
Clerk, and answered by the deputies in order, relative to 
the state of the several Societies and the conduct of the 
members* The Yearly meeting is possessed of a higbex^ 



I i •♦ Pertnitiire of Qoikfrifln** Vol. i| page aUt and x»8» 
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and wider jurisdiction than eidier of the others ^^TUi 
tteetingy'* says Clariuon, «' does not take cogniaance tf 
^ the conduct of partieular et of monthly meetingi^ 
<* bttt» at one general view, of the state and conduct of 

* the members of each quarterly meeting, in order t» 
" form a judgment of the general state of die whole.''* 
^ The quati«rly meetings are atrefiilaanuadSby to depute 
*> such Friettds to attend the serrice cS the Yearly meet* 
•> ingtasaremen feariag God, of good conversatioB, 
^ y^l^tasf spirits, prudent and sincere^ well acquainted 
^ muh the afeirs of tmth* and diligent atteaders of 

* meetings fbrdiscipfine at borne) whose pmetice and 
** cooversatioA is answerable to the testamony they pro* 
** fess to bear ; men ioiown to be &tthfol and consci* 

* entious.'* f The state of die Society at largte is here 
ascertamed : written cTidences are sent to different 
branches, if needful : whdie days ate dcTOted to busi- 
ftess, with occasionsd intervals for public worship . Thus 
die meetings of the Friends rise in nuxk from one to 
another, and viewed as a whole present perhaps as,per- 
iect a system of discipline as can be found in any de- 
nomination. 

Having made these preliminary remarks, we proceed 
to the History of this people. It will perhaps be in- 
teresting to many readers if we take a summary view 
of the origin, and early History of the Friends, with 
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-IMuttcubrr refeiMce to New-England. George Fot, 
who was born at Drayton in Leicestershire in July 16249 
Stands at the head of this d^nomiiKition. When he was 
quite young he embraced the principles now held by the 
Friends^ and at the age of twenty-three he began to 
pteacfa publicly the doctrines he had embraced § In 
seven years from this time conyerts to these principles 
had increased to such a degree diat no less than sixty 
ministers of the word in this communion were raised up 
within die Kingdom of Great Britsun. || Before the 
close of that centuiy the Friends bad found adherents in 
most of the European Kingdoms, as well as in AmericiL 
Meetings had been established in several of the conn* 
tries, and their ministers with a zeal which nothing 
earthly could subdue, travelled from kingdom to ting* 
dom to make known their faith. With a constancy not 
sorpassed^in modem times they bore the most cruel 
mockings and scourgings in almost every country they 
totered. Public sentiment was against them, it was tta 
age of persecution, and they were made the victims.-^ 
It was in the month of July 1656, that the Friends came 
first to New-England. Two women of this denomina- 
tion, viz. Mary Fisher, and Ann Austinarrived at Boston 
at that time, but at first were not permitted t» land. 
Their books to the ntmiber of about one hundred were 
taken from them and burnt in the market place. They 
were then taken on shore and thrown into prison, whef» 



I Sewel*ft HM, of the Qgaken V«l. i| ptfc 24* 
9 Ibid page 148, 
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they would probably have perished had it not been for 
the kindness of Nicholas Upshal a member of the 
Church in Boston who paid the jailor for their board* 
until they were taken away, and sent back t» England^* 
Several others caxne over soon after* and were sent back 
in the same manner, and a law was passed at Bostbn for- 
bidding Masters of vessels from bringing any Quakets 
within the jurisdiction under heavy penalties.f 

These measures however did not deter the Quakers 
fxom coming into America. Yet they were cruelly 
peisecuted in many places. , As yet. their lives wera 
spared. But 16^9 William Robinson, Marmaduke 
Stevenson, and Mary Dy^ were put to death in Bos- 
ton. They bad been banished under pain of death* 

•Sewel'« Hlitory vol. it page 294, also Hutchiosont Hbt. 5Taf6. vol. i, p>. 
Iptf-rppThis same Mar^ Fisher cay* Sewel, afterwardf travelled into Tar^ 
key, and at AdrUnopIe had an tatenrkw with the TliirUth Sultan Mahomet 
4th who treated her very kindly, heard patiently what ahc had tdtay, and 
then offered her a guard to Conatantioople. She returned in safety to En- 
gland. 

fin October i556,a law was passed In Massachusetts laying a penalty of 
100/ upon the Master of any vessel who should bring a koowii Qoakier Into 
any part of the colony, and requiring him to give security to carry them 
back again, that the Qgaker should be sent to the house of correction, aad 
whipped twenty stripes, and afterwards kept to hard labour antll transporta- 
tion. They also laid a penalty of five pounds for Importing, and the like 
ft>r dispershig Quaker books, afid jeveie penalties for defending their opin- 
ions. And the next year an addllional law was made- hf wMch all pcrsoss 
were subjected to the penalty of 40 shillings for every hours cotcrtaiament 
given to any known Quaker, aad any Quaker after the first conviction if • 
nan, was to lose an ear, and the second time the other, a woman each 
time to hfi severely whipped, and the third time man or woman to have ' 
i^cv tosgues bored tlirough with a red hot Iron, and cvoj Qjj^aker whft 
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ttiid retnming thither were executed.^ After this some 
others were executed, and some imprisoned in Boston 
until September 1661V when by Order of Charles second 
they were all set at liberty. 

As yet no regular meetings of friends had been es« 
tablished in New-England. The prosecution had been 
sharp against them, and they had not congregated in any 
one place. The lenient act of Charles did not allow the 
Friends much respite. The oppressive spirit of the 
times soon made its appearance again, and the Friends 
were again the victims. In 166% three females had 
txavelled eastward as far as Dover in New-Hampshire, 
disseminating their opinions.' Here they were seized by 
order of CoL Waldron, and after being most cruelly 
whipped were sent westward with the fcdlowing order : 
■ <<ro .the Constables of Dover, Hampton, Salisbury, 
<f Newbury, Rowley, Ipswich, Winham, Linn, Boston, 
*^ Aoxbury, Dedham, and until these vagabond Qua* 
C kers are out of this jurisdiction : 

•*You, and every of you, are required in the 
^ king's majesty's name, to take these vagabond Qua« 

tlMmld become tach in the c olony* wat tubjccted to the like puniihmentib 
Is May 1658, a pcaatty of ten shillings was laid oa every person present at 
. » Qiiaher*ii meeting, and s^ npoA etary one spesiklng at such meeting, 

HDtehinson vol. i, page i97- 
IK ia not strange that the (^oaken tocreased and sholttpUed greatly under 
sach treatment, btodus i, 11. 

|«. The Court,** sikfs Hncchlnson, •* thought it advisable to publbh a vUi- 
dicatiott of their proceedtagt ; they urge the example of SngUnd in the pro- 
vision made agahvt the Jtettits, which might have some weight against a 
caMffe branght from thence, but in every other part of their vindication, as 
may well be sopposed from the nature of the thing, there is but the bafe 
^nladow cf ffafoti»** HlaU Mass. Vol. i, page 269^ 



^IserSf Anne Coleman, IkfaryTomUiMi and Alice Att^ 
<< broMy and make diem fast to die cart's tailf aad dri- 
^ ving the cart dirough your several . tofwns to wfaip- 

I 

^ diem npon their naked backs, not aioeeding ten stripes 
^ apiece on each of diem, in each town ; and so to con- 
*^rej diem from Constable ta Constable^ till they are 
^ out of this jnrisdiction, as yoa will answer it at yoiiir 
** peril ; and this shall be your warrant. 

Pet me Ricuaed Waldul^'j 

^ At Dover dated Dec 22, 1662.» 

This cmel order was executed in the three first ns> 
med towns, but at Salisbury they were set at liberty by 
Walter Barefoot, who took them from die ConstaMr 
under pretence of delivering then to the Constable of 
Newbury. The Friends, as a people, suflfered man|i 
more hardships both in Europe and America. But the 
day of their deliverance drew nigh. 

During die reigns of James 2nd and of William 
and Mary inCreat Britain several acu of a tolerant 
nature were passed respecting the Quakers, the influence 
«f which was felt in America. Men began to see that 
the rights of conscience were to be respected, ^nd that 
open persecution was no way to propagate the religion 
of the Prince of Peace. 

These few hints respecting the first entrance of the 
Quakers into New*£ngland seemed necessary to pre- 
pare the way for an account of their establishment in 
Maine. The first meeting <^ Friend<: ever held ^thin 
the limits of this State, was in the upper part of York 
toward the last of December 166% by Anne Coleman, 

% Sewell Vol, f , p«fe 6t ^ 
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Mfti7 Toin{>ktftS9 and Alice Ajnbiose, whose cruel suf- 
IFerings have just been stated, as also the manner of 
their being liberated at Salisbury, Sewel thus relates 
tbe bicx : . ** These three woonen being thus unezpected- 
^ Ij released^ went to New-Quechawanah, where they 
^ bad a meeting, and Shubal Drummert the Priest of 
^ the place, came also thither, and sate quiet. And the 
^* meeting being ended, he stood up, and said, Good 
''' woi|ieti» ye have spoken well and prayed well ; pray 
** what is your lule^ They answering— -The Spirit of 
^ God is our rule, and it ought to be thine, and all men's 
^ to walk by ; he replied it is not my rule, nor I hope 
^ ever $hallbe. A clear evi4ence," adds this author, 
^ bow preji^dice may bias even discreet people.'' * The 
^^lacc where this meeting was held, the above cited au*i 
ibor calls New^Quechawanab. He probably meant 
](ifemchawanick, which is the Indian name of the river 
)^psiog through Berwick over Doughty's falls. This 
liy^ runs ne^r to York, and it \a quite probable that all 
Xhe ne^r .settlements were called by the name of thb 
yivj^. Rev. Shubad Dummer was the Minister of 
yoxk at that time, aad was undoubtedly the person re« 
4i?rred to in the above eztract* 

No other account can be found of any other meeting 
^ Friends in Maine for more than sixty years. The 
£l>t ipfeting for worship established here was in October 
.1-730. At that time a few families of Friends were 
jfpuAdin Kittery, now Eliot, and a regular meeting for 
worship established. It was connected with Dover 

« Hbt. Qnakcn vol. xwpage 615* 

w 
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znonthly meeting, and stood alone m this State for mote 
than ten years. In the spring of 1742, this Uttle meet- 
rng was visited by John Churchman, a celebrated Min- 
ister of the Society belonging to Pennsylvania* While 
he remained at Kittery a circumstance otcurred which 
he thus relates in his journal :— ^ On third day morn- 
^ ing as I lay in my bed, I felt my mind drsiwn towards 
^ the northwest, which l^as ati exercise to mie,for I had 
^ before thought myself at liberty to return toward Bos- 
^* ton. I arose about sunrise, and asked the friend 
^* where I lodged whether any friends lived at a dis- 
^ tance on that quarter, for that I had a dtaift th&t wa^^ 
^* He answered no, and asked how far I thodgBt to go. 
** I told him it did not seem to me to be more than tien * 
'< niileft. He said there was a people aboat eight ihil^ 
^ distant, which he supposed was the place to which I 
^ felt the draft. I desired him to send a lad with a 
^ few lines to some person that he knew to inform them 
^ that ^ stranger would be glad to have a meeting a* 
** mong them at the eleventh hour of that day if they 
** were free to grant it ; which he did, and with his wife 
** went with me, so that we got to the place near the 
*^ time proposed, and found a considerable gathering of 
<< people, that I wondered how it could be in so short a 
<^ time,, not more than three hours warning : they il^^ere 
^ preparing seats by laying boirds on blocks m ^ pretty 
*< large new house, and soon sat dowd in 'a^ti orderly 
'*< manner.'' * This meeting must have fceen held at 
South Berwick, and the " Islrge ne^ house''— was prob- 



iM.ifc «fid Crar^s of John Chur^ljpaQ page SS\ 
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ably the house of the late Hon. Humphrey Chadbourn, 
which is still standing. In the next year, 174S» a meet- 
ing for worship was set up in Falmouth» where a few 
families of Friends had settled | and in seven years 
after a meeting was regularly established in Berwick, -^ 
Meeting-house built, and a preparative granted there. ' 
Dover monthly meeting, to whiish the Friends in Maine 
had hitherto belonged, now extended its limits, and for 
the convenience of the members in Maine, held thtce 
xneetings in a year at Berwick, and so continued for sev<« 
era! years. This arnungement took place in 1751. A 
Kttle previous to tlu5 time a few families of Friends had 
settled hi that part of North-Yarmouth now HarpsWell^ 
and a meeting for worship was statedly holden there. 
To accommodate these, in 1701, a monthly meeting 
was established at Falmouth composed of members^ 
from Harpswell and Falmouth, and held alternately at 
each place* This airangement continued for twenty 
3rears, when the Friends prmci pally Harpswell to the 
plantation of Royalstown, now Durham, and the meet 
mg was discontinued at HiOpswell, and holden at Dur- 
ham. The connexion in the monthly meeting between 
Falmouth and Durham continued until the year 1790 
whan a division was agreed on, and a monthly meeting 
cttablished at Durham. 

The meeting at Berwick continued its particular con^^ 
siexion with Dover monthly meeting until the year 
180^ when a separate monthly meeting was establish- 
ed there, the members of Eliot and Berwick meetin|;s 
constituting the same. A monthly meeting has never 
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been granted at Eliot, although that was the first meel^ 
ing established m the States They have a preparative 
jneetingy granted in I764> ajid a Meeting-house built 
Hve years after that time. 

The neit meeting of Friends for worship was 
established in Windham in the year 1779. In 1793| a 
preparative meeting was granted at the same place, and 
the Society continuing to increase in 1802, a monthly 
meeting was settled there. 

In 1780, a meeting for worship commenced in Vas* 
salborough, on the eastern side of Kennebeck river.— « 
The country was settling rapi<Hy, many embraced the 
peculiar tenets of the Society, and the meeting at VaS'^ 
salborough was soon enlarged. In four years from 
their first assembling for worship a preparative meeting 
was held there; and in 1787, a monthly meeting was es- 
tablished in that place. 'Riis meeting then include all 
the Friends in the Kennebeck country, there being no 
other -meeting' nearer than Ihirham in Cumberland 
Ceunty. The chief settlement of the Friends in Va^ 
salborough was on the eastern bank of the river ; bat 
in a few years a considerable settl^nent was made in the 
easterly part of the town, around ** twelve mile pond," 
;and toward the close of the year 1 797f it was found ex- 
pedient to establish a meeting for worship there.* In 
the summer following a Meeting-house was built. It is 
called the << East Pond meeting," to distinguish it fronv 
what is termed the ** River meeting.*' In two years 
after a preparative meeting was granted at that p'ace> 
and the Vassalborough monthly meeting b now held 
there half the time^ 
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In six years after the establishment of the Friends 
meeting at Vassalboz ough it was found expedient to ace om- 
znodate some families living in Fairfield on the western 
ude of the Kennebeck with a meeting foi worship a- 
moRg themselves. In five years after this a prepara- 
tive meeting was held there, and in 1794^, a Meeting*' 
house built. The year following, similar measures 
were commenced in the town of Sidney, which lies op- 
posite to Vassalbourongh on the western bank of the 
river, and in 1800, a preparative meeting was granted 
to them also. In 1802, a monthly meeting was estab- 
lisbtd for the accommodation of the Friends in -Sidney 
gnd Fairfield to be called ^** Sidney monthly meeting," 
and holden alternately aft each place. With this meet-- 
, ing was connected also a meeting which had been es- 
tablished for worship in Green and Leeds in the year 
1794,. and where a preparative meeting had been grant- 
ed two ye^s after; This connexion continued until the 
second month of the year (813, when a monthly meet- 
ing was established at Leeds- 

Sut it is time for us to notice the doings of Falmouth 
monthly meeting; In 1790, they established a meeting 
for worship at Portland, and in six years granted a 
preparative meeting at the same place. In 1792, a 
meeting for worship was granted^ at Limington, and in 
1801, a. preparative meeting was established there also. 
At Gorham a meeting for worship was established in 
1797»^ another at Scarborough in 1799, and a third at 
Cape-£lizabetk ixi 1810. But they are still small. A 
small meeting for worship was also commenced , in* 

W2 
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. *al tn 1817. SimElsu- meetings hare at late periods. 

e&iablished in the towns of Parsonsfield, Raymond, 

. . >iid, and also at Athens in Somerset Oounty. These 

;vjeiings aie all small, »id no farther particulars are 

<riown respecting them. 

In the eastern part of the State, particiilarly m the 
K^nnebeck coantry, the Society has been more flourish- 
ing. In some instances ibey imve broken forth on the right 
hand etud on the left^ they have lengthened thetp eords^ and 
strengthened their stakes. In I793» a meeting for worship^ 
was established in Winthrop, connected with Sidney 
monthly meeting, and a preparative meetbig granted 
there in nine years after ; but this declining, a aew pre^ 
paratiTe meeting was granted in that place in 18 16. 

In \795f a meeting for worship was established at 
Broad Cove in the town of Bristol ; a Meieting4iouse 
was built there the ensuing summw, and a preparative 
meeting grated them in 1801. 

In the year 1798, a meeting for worship was estab* 
lished in Dresden, but has never increased much» 
Towaid the close of 1801, a similar establishment was^ 
made in Belgrade, and the year following another in 
Harlem, The meeting at Harlem increased coosidenu 
Uy, so that they built a MeettngJiouse in 1807» and had 
a preparative meeting granted them two years after. 
About the same time a meeting for worship was estab* 
lished in Sunnebeck, now the town of Hope. 

In 1803, ameetiniif was commenced in Litchfidd^at 
which place a prenarative meeting was granted in l8i2L 
During the year 1804^ a meeting was commenced at 



CaflMten la theGotuity of Hancock, but was discontin^ 
md toward diedeseof theyear I6IS9 t&e Friends who 
c wnp oa e d 4t having^ principally;, remored to other meet-^ 
logs. In 1809, a meeting was regularly held on Long 
Island in Penobscot Bay, now the town of Islesborough^ 
bat in abont three years it was discontinued, the mem-^ 
bers having removed to Fairfax and odier places en the- 
main. 

Some years prevlom to this, Amos Davis, a worthy 
-ifinister in the Friends Society, now deceased, had set- 
tled at Lewistown on Androscoggin river, and was in-^ 
-strumental in estabfishing a smatt meedng for worship 
m that place. In 1 8 1 1, a Meeting-house was buik there^ 
and ifl 181 6^ a preparative meetmg granted*^ 
. Toward the dose of 18i(^ a meeting for worship was^ 
established at Fairfax, and two years after a preparative 
Buetmg was holden at ths same place. In a little more 
than one year after this, Vas&alborough monthy meet*> 
iBg, to which the Friends in Fairfax had hitherto belong- 
^edy. was divided, and a new one established denominat- 
ed ^ Harlem monthly meetings ' which was to be held 
^ne third part of the time in Fair&s. In 18i5»& prepara-^ 
tive meeting was established in Wilton, where a small 
meeting for wordiip had been attended several years. 
In the same year a meeting was established in the town 
ef Unity. A small meeting for worship was also com-^ 
ttenced in what is called ** the branch'' in Harlem, in 

181% 

Until the year 1781, no Quartwfy meeting of Friends^ 
h»d ever been holden in Maine, and « Salon Quanerly 
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meeting" so called, included all of this denominadon to 
the eastward of Boston. The inembers of the Society 
bad now increased in Maine, and, for their accommoda* 
tiout it. was thought expedient to hold Salem Quarterly 
meeting at Falmouth once in a year. Thb took place 
for the fiist time in the 9th month 178i» and so contin« 
ued to be held annually at Falmouth until the year 1795, 
when it was divided, and ** Falmouth Quarterly meet^ 
ing" esUblished by th« Yearly meeting* This was to 
be holden circular^ idz. at Falmoudi^ Vassatborougb, 
Durham and Windham ; including in.its particular j u- 
lisdictiont all, the Meeting^s. of Friends in. Maine, except 
those, at Berwick and,£Uot^ who found it more coave- 
oienttp remain, attached to Salem Quarterly meeting.. 
SuchrWifU the ordex. of things until the year. IBIS.— 
The Society, had. then. become so much enlarged that a 
new regulation was found needful. Accordingly Fal- 
mouth Quarterly, meeting was divided, and a new 
Quaxterly meeting was established at Vassa4boxough.-» 
Falmouth Quarterly meeting now includes the month- 
ly meetings^ of Falmouth, Durham, and Windham, 
with the preparative meetings, and. meetings for wor- 
ship within their bounds* and is held, at Falmouth in 
the 5th;and 9th. month, at. Durham in the 2nd month, 
and at Windham in the 1 1th month annu^Uy^ Vassal- 
borough Quarcer includes Vassalborough, Sidney, X«eeds, 
and Harlem, monthly meetings, with the smaller meet* 
ings within their bounds, and is held at Vassalboroug|i 
« River Meeting-hou^e" four times in a.yeari.yiz* intike' 
2sidy5\ix, 9tb| and llth months. 
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Thus m the space of ninety years the Society of 
Friends has increased from one small meeting to thirty 
three meetings for worship ; more than twenty of them 
being preparative meetings ; eight of them being 
monthly meetings, and two Quarterly meetings. The 
total amount of their population cannot be precisely 
ascertained. . It probably is not much short of one 
thousand families. 

Ah annexed Table will exhibit at one view the dates 
of the several meetings. ♦ 

The most general awakening, or in the langtiage of 
the Society, the most general convwcementi that has eves 
taken place among the Friends in Maine, happened dur^ 
tng the Revolutionary w^, principally through the in* 
strumentality of David Sands, late of Cornwall in the 
State of New-York, an eminent Minister of this Socie-^ 
t J, who with great devotedness to tlie cause he had e^ 
poused travelled into Maine at that time. The rriinis^ 
try of others, some from Europe, some from other 
&ate8 on the Cnrvtinent, and some raked up from a>^ 
mong themselves have from time to time been blessed 
to the convincement of many, and the consequent en^ 
largement of the Society. 

« Sep Appen^U Na 9^ 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

S^ERHAN LUTHERANS. 

llie oxily Church of this denomination in Main^ 
Is at Waldoborough in the County of Lincoln. A 
small colony of Germans established themselves here 
about the year 174L They were Lutherans in senti* 
menty and appear to have had among them many de^ 
Tout people ; for though deftitute of a Minister four 
twenty years after their first establishment at Waldo- 
borough» yet they met constantly for public worship on 
the Sabbath. The first stated Minister of this Church 
was the Rev. Mr. Schaefier. He came into Maine in 
the year 1762, and was the only Minister of Wal- 
doborough for nearly twenty years. At the time of 
his coming the German Society' consisted of about 80 
families. In ITSS, Mr. Schaefier was succeeded by 
Rev. Mr. Croner, who urried four years, and then left 
the place. For the succeeding five years the Society 
was destitute of a Minister. In 1794, the Rev. Mr 
Ritz, a very worthy Clergyman of this communion, 
from the State of Pennsylvania, was procured for the 
German Society at Waldoborough, and continued his 
labors at that place until he was, removed by death in 
February 1812. The present Minister, Rev. John W. 
Starman, succeeded Mr. Ritz. in July 1813. 

The Church consists of a little more than one hund- 
red regular communicants. About eighty of them are 
German Lutherans, and the others of the RefonQed 
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iDatch Giurcb. Until the settlement of the present 
Minister^ public worship was performed invariably in 
the German language, but within a few years past 
Rev. Mr. St^nhah has b^en in the practice of preaching 
etery third Sabbath in English. 
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It has already been stated that Prest^tcruui OnvtliCS 
were originally gathered in the towns of 60ot|^o^ra^ 
New-Castle, Bmnswick, Boothbay, Bristol, Topshann 
Warren, Gray, Canaan and Tnmen The history of those 
Churches could not conveniently be separated from the 
history of the Congregational Churches in the same 
towns. To those sketches the reader is therefore refeiv 
red. Some of them by a formal vote relinquished their 
Presbyterian forms and became Congregationalists, 
while others dwindled away, and finally became ex- 
tinct ; and at the present time no Church ctf the name 
is found in the State. 

A Presbytery was once established here, the doings 
of which it will be proper for us to notice. 

The first Presbytery in New-£ngland was constituted 
in Londonderry April 16, 174*5, by Rev. John Moor- 
head of Boston, Rev. David McGregore of Londonder- 
ry, and Rev. Robert Abercrombie of F^Iham, with James 
McKean, Alexander Conky,'and James Heughs, elders. 
It was called the "Boston Presbytery." In three years 
they were joined by Rev. Jonathan Parsons of Newbu- 
ryport, and after that by one or two others, and so con- 
tinued for nearly ten years. There were a considerable 
number of Presbyterian Churches lying on both sides of 
the Merrimac in Massachusetts and New-Hampshire, 
and a few in Maine* The Presbyterial Records appear 
to have been regularly kept until the close of the year 
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l7S4f» A chasm then appears, and nothing is recorded 
in the original book until October SI-, 1770. The Pies- 
bytery at this time consisted of tWelve congregations 
under the following Ministers ; viz. John Mooihead^ 
Boston, David McGregore, Londonderry, Jonathan 
P&rsons, Newburyport, Daniel Mitchel, Pembroke, John 
Hustor, Bedford, Moses Baldwin, Kingston, Richard 
Graham, Pelham, Samuel Perley, Seabrook, Thomas 
Pierce, Scarborough, John Morrison, Petersburgh, Si. 
mon Williams, Windham, and John Strickland, Oak- 
ham. The Presbytery appears now to have been revi- 
ved, and measures were taken for dividing It into three, 
-and forming a Synod. After more than four years, du- 
ring which time some others were added to the num* 
ber, at a meeting held at Seabrook May 31, 1775, a di- 
vision was amicably agreed on, as follows : that Messrs. 
Jonathan Parsons of Newburyport, Nathaniel Whiuker 
D. D. of Salem, Samuel Perley, of Seabrook, Alexan* 
der McLean, of Bristol, (Me.) and the Congregation at 
Boston then vacant by ;he death of Mr. Moorhead, to- 
gether with Rev. Benjamin Balch, and the vacancies 
within their bounds, be "the eastern Presbytery," called 
«the Presbytery of Salem." That Messrs. David 
McGregore of Londonderry, Daniel Mitchel, of Pem- 
broke, Simon Williams of Windham, and John Strick- 
land of Oakham, with the Congregation atPetersburgby 
and the other vacancies within their bounds, be «*the 
middle Presbytery,** called "the Presbytery of London* 
derry." That Messrs John Houston and Moses Bald- 
^^ with their Congregations at Bedford and Kingstoxi, 
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the vacant Congregations of Blandford^ Pelhasi, and 
Colrain» with Aaron Hutchinson, Nathan Merrilly 
George Gilmore, and Joseph Patrick, candidates, be the 
"western Presbytery," called " the Presbytery of Pal. 
mer," Rev. Mr. Perley was appointed Moderator ef the 
Salem Presbytery, Rev. Mr. McGregore of that of Lon* 
donderry, and Rev. Mr. Huston of that of Palmer* 
The three Presbyteries, being thus orgaiuzedt were the|i 
formed into one body called ** the Synod of New»£n- 
gland," and held theii first meeting at Londonderry 
September 4^ 1776. 

A few years previoas to this the Rev. John Murray 
had removed from Philadelphia and settled at Booth- 
bay, and with Rev. Mr. Prince, of Barrington, and ReV. 
Mr. McEuins, of New-Market, formed another Freshj" 
tery. But no connexion was ever formed between tins 
body and the Synod of New-England. The Synod con- 
tinned to hold regular meetings annuallyt usually at 
Londonderry, for five years. 

At length in September 1782, some difficulties hav« 
ing arisen, and their number being considerably redu* 
ced» the Synod agreed to dissolve, and form themselves 
into one Presbytery, by the name of the Presbytery of 
Salem." For two succeeding years this Presbytery hdd 
meetings regularly in various parts of Massachusetts 
Proper. The principal active members were Doctor 
Wliitaker, Mr. Perley, Mr. Strickland, Mr. Merrill, and 
Mr. Urquhart, who were all at that time dismissed, and 
except Mr. Merrill had all been preaching as candidates. 
in the then District of Maine. The last meeting of tliis 
Presbytery ever held in Massachusetts was hi d at Gro- 
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ton in June 1784^ at the house of Capt. Shiple, from 
irhich they adjourned to raec^ at Gray in Maine. Four 
tnembers attended this meeting, viz. Dr. Whitaker, Mr. 
Parley, Mr. Strickland, and Mr. Urquhart. None of 
the former members ever attended again, and although 
the Presbytery reuined its original name, all the subse* 
qaent meetings were held in Maine* 

The meeting at Cray was attended on the 8th of Sep« 
tember 1784. It was there ascertained that Mr. Perley 
had received an invitation from the Church and people 
in that place to become their ^(inister, that Dr. Whita- 
ker had been invited to setde at Canaan on Kennebeck 
river, and that Mr. Strickland had received a similar in* 
vitadon frotn the people in the plantation of Sylvester, 
now the town of Turner, where he had been preaching 
for some time previous, and had recently gathered a 
Church. The Presbytery, having considered the whole 
subject, proceeded to install Mr. Perley at Gray. Mr* 
Strickland preached on this occasion from Acts 14* 15, 
Dr. Whitaker gave the charge, and Mr. Urquhart pray- 
ed. Having attended to some other business, the Pres* 
bytery adjourned to meet at Canaan on the 15th of the 
same month, where they installed Dr. Whitaker. On 
this occasion Mr. Urquhart preached, Mr. Perley gave 
the charge, and Mr. Strickland made the prayer. From 
Canaan, the Presbytery proceeded to Sylvester, and on 
the 20th of September they installed Mr. Strickland* 
Here Dr. Whitoker preached from ii Kings, ii. 19-22, 
Mr. Perley gave the charge, and Mr. Urquhart made 
the prayer. 

The former members of this body who lived in Mas- 
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sachusetts and New-Hanpshire, and some of the vacant 
congregations occasionally withdrew their connexion 
from the Presbytery, and no new members were added. 

In September 17859 the Presbytery met at Topsbam. 
Mr. Urquhart was preaching there at that time. Capt. 
Matthew Patten of the plantation at Union River^ now 
the town of Ellsworth, appeared at this meeting as a 
Commissioner for the people living in the townships No. 
6 westward and No. 1 eastward of Union Riyer^ desii> 
ing to be taken under the patronage of the Presbyteryi 
;uid to have Mr. Urqohart installed as th^ Mizuster. 
This business was accordingly performed. Mr. Urq«> 
hart himself made the £yrst prayer, Mr. Strickland prea^ 
ched from Romans x. 15, and Mr. Perley gave the 
charge, and made the concluding prayer. 

For six following years this Presbytery held regulai 
meetings, viz. twice at Turner, once at Winthrop, and 
three times at Gray. A meeting was appointed to be. 
held at Canaan, but no record appears. The meedng at 
Winthrop was holden in October 1789. It was probap 
bly a matter of convenience, as the Church in that town 
was never Presbyterian, and was at that time destitute 
of a Minister. 

A special meeting of the Presbytery wa& called at 
Turner July 22, 1790. Troubles had arisen in the Con* 
gregation at Union River, and Mr. Urquhart, and Capt. 
Patten as Agenf for the people, had both been cited by 
the Presbytery to appear before them. Capt. Patten 
had sent forward charges against Mr. Urquhart, and he 
in turn accused the people. After considering the case 
fhe Presbytery determined that Mr. Urquhart was not 
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guilty of the charges made against hixn» and as the peo- 
ple had made no request for his dismission the Presby- 
tery would not dissolve the connexion between them and 
their Minister, but left it optional with Mr* Urqnhart to 
take his dismission when he pleased. 

The last meeting of the Salem Presbytery was held at 
Gray September 14, 1791. Dr. Whitaker, Mr. Perley, 
and Mr* Strickland attended, but no elders from their 
Churches. Some difficulties had arisen in the society in, 
that towu, and it became a question whether it was not 
expedient that Mr. Perley should be dismissed. The 
Presbytery considered this measure as unnecessary at that 
tim^ and after recommending Mr. Perley, they referred 
the final question to the decision of the parties concern- 
ed and adjourned without day. The members of tliis 
Ecclesiastical body were soon dismissed. Mr. Perley 
still lives in Gray, but has not entered the ministry 
again. Dr. Whitaker and Mr. Urquhart left the State, 
and Mr. Strickland settled at East Andover in Oxford 
County as a Congregationalist ; while the Churches 
with which they were connected either dwindled away 
and sunk into non existence, or assumed the Congrega- 
tional form under the next Minister. There is not now 
a Presbyterian Church in the State. 
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« CHAPTER XXIX. 

F&EBWILL BAPTISTS. 

This name is used to disdnguish a religious denom- 
mation well known in Maine. They choose to call 
rfiemselves "The Church of Christ" The «enn 
^ Freewill Baptist,'* is used here merdj for the sake of 
distinction.* From nearly the begimiHigef tlie Baptists 
in America there had been some whp opposed many- 
articles of the Calvinisdc creed. These were ohiefly to 
be found in Rhode-Island and Virgintiuf But no regu* 
lar establishment of the kind was made iii New-Eng^ 
landy and probably not in America, until the year 178(^ 
Elder Benjamin Randel of New-Duriiam in New-Hamp- 
khire, is supposed to have been the first that openly es- 
poused and preached th& doctrines now generally held 
by the Freewill Baptists. In that year a small Church 
of this name was gathered at New*Durham by Elder 
RandaL The first regular Minister who united him- 
self with Elder Randel was Elder Pelatiah Tingley. 
He was a graduate from Yale CoHege, and was at first 
a Congregational preacher, then became a Calvinistic 
Baptist, and was at this time in the pastoral ofiSce at 
Sanford. After this, several other Ministers did from 
time to time unite with this new Society. Elder Ran*. 



« •• It appears th^it at thkt time CMarch 17843 tbey made no me of the 
terms FreewUler, FrecwUl Baptiit, Jkc. They comiiiered thdr aeveral 
branches as so many Churches of Chrbt» and yet coUcetlvely they consider- 
ed themseWes but one Chorch of Christ, and owned the name Baptist only 
as a term of distinction. ** Religions Magaaioe, No. t, page f)^ 

^ Benedict*) History of the Bnptlita, Volt a, page 410, 
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del was uncommonly actiTOt and daring the year 1781^ 
through his instrumentality»charches of Freewill Baptists 
were collected in the towns of Woolwich, Georgetown, 
Litdb-lalls plantation, nowHollis,£dgecomb,LittleJliv-« 
er,]New^bacester,andPa]:sonsfield. The practice of Ek 
der Raodel as hd travelled through the country ^jps, as 
people embraced his sentiments, to g^xher a compan^f^ 
of them widiin certain limits under the gtnnsl name 
of a Monthly meeting. A number of these monthly 
meetings assembled once in three months and held a 
Quarterly meeting* And after these branches became 
more numerous, a meeting was holden of all the Quar» 
terly meetings, called a Yearly meeting. The whole 
body was considered as one Church* and no business of 
importance was transacted in the Monthly meetings. 
: without the voice of the whole body. This general^ 
i«gulatioa still continues, excepting diat the name 
<< Church'^ was, in 18G9, substituted for that of ** montb^ 
ly meeting/*' 

In December of the year 178% regular Quarterly 
jneetings were first appointed ; one was to be held at 
New-Durham, one at New-Gloupester, one at Wool- 
wich, and one at Philipsburg. These appointsients 
served to milarge the society gready, and its permanent 
establishment Biay be da^d from this time.f Many of 
the society, both Ministers and private members, had 
originally belonged to Calvinistic Baptist Churches, and 
consequently, wereclose communionists, but in Decem<i 
ber, 1785, at a Quarterly meeting held at Gorham^ tl|e 
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Society yoted to open tfaeir co mnmn ion to odier de« 
nominationi. Their nnmben ipvere itfll inconsiderable. 
In I786y they had only eight Preachers in Maine and 
not orer ten Monddy meetings, or Chmches. In the 
coarse of the foot succeeding years the society Increas- 
ed a little. At an enuneration taken in the year 179Qf 
tfaey had eight ordained Ministers, ten licensed 
preachers, and in all their JBodeties 400 members. 
These were all in Maine, ezoeptii^ die original Chnrch 
at New-Durham. 

In 1791, the establishment at New-Durham experienc- 
ed a surprising revolution. Some intestine struggles 
threatened its very existence as a Church, and die mem* 
bers to save difficulty declared themselTes no Church, 
and formed anew.f A new Quarterly meeting was soon 
established in that region, and the society began to 
spread itself into New-Hampshire, and very soon into 
Vermont. From this time the Societies of Freewill 
Baptists advanced about as rapidly as odier societies 
around them, and in the year 1804, they petitioned to 
become incorporated as one great Society, scattered 
throughout the District of Maine. There were at that 
time, in all theix Churches about 2000 members. Their 
petition being refused, the greater part of them subse- 
quendy became incorporated as distinct societies in the 
towns where they belonged. 

The present state of the Churches in this communion 
has been but imperfectly ascertsdned, and it is difficult 

i Religious Magaaine. 
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4n many accounts^ to ascertain the precise number of 
monthly meetings or local Churches in the whole ct>n- 
ntxioxt, or the whole number of members. * There alie 
-"' at present deven Quarterly meetings in the whole con- 
nexion. Of these, four are in Mainei viz. Gorham, 
£dgecomb» Farmington» and Montrille ; three aie in 
New»Hampshire» viz. New^Durham, Sandwich, and 
Andover ; three are in Vermont, viz. Strafford, Whee« 
lock, and Huntington | and one is in New^York, called 
Bethany Quarterly meeting. The Yearly meetings are 
four, vi2. one in New-Hampshire, Called New-Durham 
yearly meeting, and is conunenced on the second Satur- 
day of June annually ; two in Mune, one called Edge* 
comb Yearly meeting, and holden annually on the first 
Saturday in September, one year within the towns of 
Edgecomb or Woolwich, and the next year at Farming* 
ton, or in some other town within the limits of that 
Quarterly meeting : The other is called Gorham Year- 
ly meeting, and is to be holden on the first Saturday in 
November alternately at Gorham and Parsonsfield.-— 
The fourth Yearly meeting is held in Vermont, and call- 
ed Strafford Yearly meeting. It is commenced on the 
first Saturday in October in the town of Straffoxd, or 
.some other town within the limits of that Quarterly 



• Elder Buxscll, io the late nninben of bis Mfgasine, has eiiproprUted t 
place for a tncdnct history of local Churches. Should this publicatioa \]fi 
continued, In proceu of time the «iatefiait for a foll.hlstorx of tfikdutm^, 
nation wO] be affordliii 
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meetilig. An sumexed Table will exhibit the date of the 
gathering of such diurches as could be obtained, f — 
live names of the Mbistert in this connexion cannot be 
stated with anj degree of accuracy. 

■t See Appendix No. i«. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

METHODISTS. 

1798. 

This denomination of Christians claim as their fouQ* 
der the Rev. John Weslej, who was born July 17»1703. 
After a regular collegiate course he was ordained a 
Priest of the English Episcopal Church by Dr. Fotter» 
bishop of Oxford, September 22, 1728. Mr. Wesley 
with his brother Charles Wesley, became deeply serious 
while they were members of College, and were then 
joined by a few others. They met together at stated 
times for religious exercises, and their regularity pro* 
cured for them the distinguishing epithet of MetboAsU 
Thus the spciety began in the year 1729. It then con 
sisted of but four persons, viz. John Wesley, Charlec 
Wesley, Riqhard Mora^an, and Mr. Kirkman. They» 
were occasionally joined by others, and in 1735, the 
society consisted of fifteen persons. Toward the latter 
end of that year the two Wesleys came to America as 
Missionaries, and landed in Georgia in February 1736* 
Charles Wesley returned to England within a few 
months. ^ John remained but little more than a year, 
and consequently not much was done toward the es« 
tablishment of the society in America at that time. 
Mr. Wesley formed a society which met at his house in 
Savannah while he tarried, but when he left them it 
was broken up. In 1739, regular Methodist societies 
were formed in England by Mr. Wesley for the first 
time, and the next year the first itinerant Preachers be- 
gan to travel under his direction. The society now be- 
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came more regular, and in 1748^ tt wat £vi<led into 
classes of aboat twelve persons in each, who were com- 
mitted to the care of one of the numb^, styled the 
<<Class4eader/* The first regular annnal conference 
of the whole society- was held in London, Jane S5» 
1744. Thei« were then present lii Clerg3rmen, and 
four travelling Pk^achers. From that time meetings of 
this kind were holden annually, although the minutes 
were not published until the year 1763. Methodist 
Societies were now fully established ' in Great Britain^ 
from whence they passed to America. 

In the beginmi^ of the year 1766, the first Methodist 
society was formed m the city of New-York. Mr. 
Philip Embury, a P!reacher of this denomination, mov« 
ed from Ireland and settled there. He soon commenc- 
ed preaching in hb own house, and gathered a little 
society of his own countrymen who had emigrated t« 
this country. After a few months spent in this way, a 
room was rented adjoining the barracks, and meeUngs 
held there. Before the close of the year they were 
joined by Capt. Thomas Webb, barrack-master at Alba- 
ay, who preached to the society in his regimentals. 
The novelty of this brought numbers to the meeting, 
and the society was eventually much enlarged. A 
room formerly used as a rigging loft was procured for 
their use, and continued to be the place of public wor« 
ship for about two years, when a Meeting-house was 
built. Not long after this society was formed in New« 
York, Robert Strawbridge, a local preacher from Ire- 
land, settled in Frederick County in the state of Mary^ 
hx^s and a society was formed there. The first regui. 
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lar traYelltng. preachers m this connexion who camd to 

AmfiticZf weie Richard Boardman and Joseph Pillmorc. 

.Tbcf arrived here October 24?, 1769, and immediately 

began their labours witli most encouraging appearances. 

The regular establishnient of the Methodist societies in 

America may be dated from this time. Almost every 

year after this preachers came over to America, and 

the society spread in many directions. 

In the spring of 1773, Mr. Wesley sent over Thomas 

.ftaunkiny and George Shadford. Mr. Rankin had been 

a travelling preacher in England for eleven years, and 

Jiaving a better Icnowledge of the affairs than any other 

Methodist then in America, he was appointed by Mr. 

Wesley to the superintendency of the whole connexion 

in the United States, and was styled the General Assist- 

ant* Immediately on his arrival in Philadelphia lie 

•called the travelling preachers together, and on July H 

.-of that year the fiibt conference was held in America. 

:At that tiaaoie there were in America ten travelling 

.preachers, who laboured in six circuits, viz. New- York, 

, NewrJersey, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Norfolk, and Pe- 

.tersburg circuits, in all of which there were 1160 

.members. The revolutionary war which soon com- 

. menced had a v^y unfavorable effect on the cause of 

. Methodism in the United States. Most of the travel* 

ling preachers were Englishmen, and had tlie prejudic* 

es natural to their country $ the people were in confu- 

sion in all parts of the land ; the foundations of some 

.0f the most ancient and well established societies were 

{^eatly shaken, and it cannot therefore be thought 

4trange that difficulties of no small magnitude should 

Y 
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lie in the way of the establishment of a new one> 
Another circumstance had much influence upon the 
Society. The members of it had never been fbimed 
into a regular Church, and consequently had never en- 
joyed the ordinances of the Gospel among thenselres. 
Mr. Wesley, and most of the Methodists hi England 
were members of the established Church, as were many 
in America also, and it had ever been the advice of Mr. 
Wesley to his adherents that they should attend the or- 
dinances at the several Churches where they belonged, 
particularly the Episcopalian. The travelling preach- 
ers were not ordained, as there had yet appeared nb 
special call for it. 

As the Methodists increased in the soatfaern States 
the want of ordinances was sensibly felt, as there were 
but few Ministers cf the Episcopal Chmrh in that re« 
gion, with whom the Methodists were disposed to unite. 
This gave rise to a procedure somewhat singular! 
although, as was probably supposed, justified by the 
circumstances of the time. In the year 1779, the trav- 
elling preachers in Virginia and North-Carolina met 
(together in Conference and resolved to ordain each oth- 
er, and administer baptism and the Lord's supper. A 
committee was chosen for this purpose, who, having or- 
dained themselves, proceeded to set others apart to the 
sacred office.* The preachers to the north of Virginia 
were opposed to this step, and after a time it vrzs mu- 
tually agreed to discontinue the administration of ordi- 
nances until Mr. Wesley could be consulted. A com-* 



♦ Lce*3 Histcry of Methodism, page 69. 
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mani cation w^is accordingly made to htxn, but he 
delayed his answer until September 1784.* Dr. Coke 
was now sent, to America by Mr« Wesley, and wiih 
him came Ret. Richard Whatcoat and Thomas Vasey, 
who were all regularly ordained The travelling preach- 
ers lA America were summoned to a general Confer^ 
ence in the city of Baltimore! December 1784w At 
this meeting a Church was regularly formed, called 
<<The Methodist Episcopal Church," a uniform plan of 
proceedings was digested, and a form of discipline 
drawn up. Mr* Francis Asbury was elected to the 
office of Btshop» or Superintendant, and regularly or- 
duned to that office. He and Dr. Coke had been 
nominated by Mr. Wesley to fill the office jointly, and 
weie BOW elected by the conference* The society was 
thus established on a permanent basis, and from this 
time began to extend itself in every direction. 

These few hints xespecting the first rise of Method- 
ism in Europe, and its establishment in America, seem- 
ed necessary before stating its introduction into Maine. 

Elder Jesse Lee, of Prince George County in Virginia, 
was principally insttumental in the establirJiment of the 
Methodist societies in the New-England States. In the 
beginning of the year 1789 he formed a circuit in the 
southern part of Connecticut. The next year he visited 
Boston^ preached on the common there, and preached 
also in most of the towns as far east as Newburyport. 
At Lynn he found much encouragement, and a class of 
eight persons was farmed there February 20, 1791. In 



• See Appendix, No. i k 
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the snmmer of that year a regular Metfaodbt scf^retf 
was formed at Lynn, and a Meeting-hoase built. This 
was the first Methodist society formed in that Sts^te.* 
In August, I793» a cohference was held at Lynn, and 
Elder Lee was appointed to travel - t&rotigh the then 
province of Maine, connect it with some other cir- 
cuit, or form a circuit there, as he should judge expe- 
dient. He accordingly left Lynn in September follower 
ing, and commenced his journey eastward. The first 
sermon he ever preached in Maiae watt' in Saco* on 
September 10, whieh was the first Methodist sermon 
ever preached in the State. Elder I..ee went as far 
east as Castine, then up the Penobscot to Bangor, 
thence to Hallowell on Kennebeck River, thence thxough 
the' settlements on Sandy River, and through Portland 
to Massachusetts again. This tour occupied several 
months, as Elder Lee preached almost every day, and 
being a stranger, had to make his own appointmeots. 
After thus viewing the country, he thought it advisable 
to form a circuit on the western side of Kennebeck 
River, extending from Hallowell to Farmington. This 
he called " Readfield circuit," and Elder Philip Wager 
was immediately appointed to labour in it. The whole 
of Massachusetts, New-Hampshire, and Maine then 
constituted one District cajled " Boston Disti ict," of 
which Mr. Lee was presiding Elder.. 

Some special attention to religion was soon discover- 
ed on Readfield circuit under the ministry of Mr. Wager, 
und a class was gathered in Monmouth about tlie first 
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of Novaaber 1794^ and another at Readfield. These 
were the first ever formed in Maine. On tlie Hth of 
I>ecember following the Lord's supper was admintster- 
^ by the Methodists for the first time in Maine. This 
took place at Readfield. It was administered again at 
Monmouth on At 25th of the same month. After this, 
classes were frequently formed in di£Ferent towns on 
this circuit. 

The next circuit established in Maine was called Port- 
land circuit. It extended as far north as Paris and 
Norway. Elder Wag^r was appointed to travel this 
circuity arid Enoch Mudge* and EUas Hull were ap- 
pcnnted to Readfield. In October 1795, a class was 
formed in Portland, and the first Quarterly meeting in 
die State was held in Poland in December following. — 
In the same year Joshua Hall was sent to Penobscot by 
the New London Conference, and a circuit was formed 
called Penobscot circuit, including a large territory on 
both bides of that river from its mouth upward. 

In 1796, it was found expedient to form a circuit 
near the mouth of the Kennebeck, called Bath circuit. 
Metfaodift ministers had preached in this vicinity for 
neatly three years, but the number of their adherents 
had hitherto been small. This new circuit comprehend- 
ed all the towns near the mouth of Kennebeck* river on 
both sides of it ; extending as far east as Union, but the 
preacher appointed to the care of the circuit was to 



% Mr« Modge was one of the fiuits of Mr. Lec'i labors at Lynn, and tra» 
4be fint Hctiwdbt preacher raised up la New Engtaxid, 
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spend most of his time in Bath. Diuruig the same year 
a new circirit was formed among the jupper settlements^- 
on the same river» and called Kennebeck circuit* . the. 
name t>f which is now changed to Norridgewock. At 
this time the members in the seireial societies in Maine 
amounted to 357f having among them six preachers 
* regularly travelling. 

At the annual conference in 1797> it was found ex^ 
pedient to diivide Boston Distrtcty and to constitute the 
several circuits in Maine into a District by themselves, 
of which Rev. Joshua Taylor was appointed presiding 
Elder. • 

A new circuit was this year added to the number. — 
This was in the eastern part of the state. Tvro years . 
before some Methodist preachers had visited that part 
of the country, and seme classes had been formed — 
The circuit was called Pkasant River circuity bat after 
a few years the preachers^ found it inexpediest to go sa. 
far east, and the name g£ the circuit was changed to. 
that of Union River circuit, as that place was found to 
be most central. In the year 1800, anothei circuit was. 
;idded to those already formed in Maine. It was called 
Bethel circuit, and comprehended all the upper settle-, 
ments on Androscoggin river. 

These seven circuits extended through the greater 
part of Maine which was then-settled. Thus the ground 
was all occupied* and previous to the year 1800 the 
Methodist preachers on the several circuits had been 
enabled to preach more or less in every town in Maine. 
After this period considerable revivals of religion at dif<^ 
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ferent times and places enlarged the Soctetj, and called 
for more ministerial labour. The circuits were of course 
divided, altered, enlarged, or circumscribed, as prudence, 
convenience, or necessity required. Some of those 
alterations will now be noticed in the order in which 
they occurred. 

We have bi ought down the history of this people to 
the year 1800, at which tim^ Maine constituted one DU 
strict, of seven circuits, containing 1197 members, who 
were supplied by eight travelling preachers, beside the 
presiding Elder. The next year found them in about 
the same situation, with a small increase of members. 
In 1802, the name of Portland circuit was changed to 
that of Falmouth, and two new circuits were added, viz.. 
Poland circuit, which took from Falmouth circuit all 
the upper part of the County of Cumberland, and low- 
er part of the County of Oxford } and HaUowell qir-. 
cuit which included the towns lyipg on both sides of 
Kennebeck River from Gardiner to Bloomfield. Bath 
circuit was also divided, and the easterly part called 
Union circuit. Some increase of members was found 
vin all the circuits, and seventeen preachers, laboured 
coin&tantly among thern. During the following year 
things remained in about the same state, except that 
Bath circuit took the name of Bowdoinham circuit, 
and a new one called Bristol^ ciircuit was taken from 
Union. In 1804*, the Methodist societies in Maine pre- 
sented a very flourishing aspect. Large additions 
were made to them on some of the circuits, particularly 
Falmouth* Bowdoinhami HallowelU and Penobscot. 
Falmouth circuit was now divided into three, one re» - 
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taing the original nsuney and the others called Portland 
and Scarborough. The year feUovdng this a circuit 
was estaUished called livermore drcuity taken princi- 
pally from the northwesterly part of Rtadfield Circuity 
as that had spread over a -large territory, and contained 
many members. At the close of this year the society 
could number S399 members in Maine, fbnrteen cir- 
cuits, and seventeen travelling preachers, exclusive of 
Rev. Joshua Soule who had been presiding Elder for 
two years. 

It was now found necessary to divide Maine into two 
Districts, which was accordingly done in 1806. They 
were called PcMtland District, and Kennebeck District, 
comprehending the circuits in Uie western and eastern 
parts of the State. A new circuit was at the same 
rime added to Portland Distiict called Durham circuit, 
and one to Kennebeck District called Vassalborough 
circuit. Penobscot circuit was also divided into two, 
one called Orrington, and the other Hampden circuit. 
No alteration took place during the next year except 
the establishment of Conway circuit, which included 
some towns in Maine, and some in New-Hampshire. 

In 1808, Bowdoiaham circuit was united to Dur^ 
ham circuit, and has not since been distinctly noticed. 
Palmyra circuit was taken into Kennebeck District the 
same year, but the next year it was included in Vassal- 
borough circuit, where it has ever since remained. In 
the year 1 809, more than 400 -members were added 
to the several societies, and three new circuits estab- 
lished within Kennebeck District; viz* JSoothbay, 
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Georgetown, and Industry eircnits, and the naxne'df 
Union River circuit was chatiged to that of Penobscot. 

For three succeeding years there was no alteration 'in 
any of the circuits. Twenty-five preachers laboured 
constantly in the several societies* The numbex of 
members in Portland District decreased considerably^ 
while Kennebeck District received some accessions. 
At the close of 1812^ the total amount in Maine 
was S450L* The only alteration which took place in 
1813 was the union of Boothl>ay and Georgetown 
circuits into one which was called Pittston circuit. In 
18i4i a new circuit was taken within Portland District 
called North-Yarmouth circutt^ including the town of 
that name and Freeport ; and another was ako taken 
within Kennebeck called Vienna circuit. 

In the course of the year 1815, it was found that the 
Society was increasing so much faster at the eastward 
than in the western Counties in the State, that it was 
thought expedient to detach some of the circuits from 
Kennebeck Distiict and unite them with Portland Dis- 
tricty and accordingly Read field and Vienna circuits 
were joined to Portland District, where they have 
since remained, l^he name of Falmouth circuit was 
in the same year changed to that of Buxton circuit. 

Puring the next year, North-Yarmouth circuit, being 
small both in numbers and territory, was joined with 
Buxton circuit, and so continued for three years, when ' 
the name of it was dropped from the minutes. At 
the same time six of the lower clt cults in Kennebec^; 



« See the printed Minutes for tbat j^eac. 



986 IfETHODISXfl. 

District were united in three, tiz. Pittston and Bristol 
formed sne, Oirington and Penobscot, another. Union 
and Hampden a third* A similar conneiion was form* 
ed in 1817 between Livermore and Vienna circuits* 
The year previous the name of Vassalborough circuit 
had been changed to that of Unity circuit, and now a 
union was formed between that and Norridgewock 
circuit* A new circuit was also established adjoining 
the British Provinces called St. Croix. In 1818, no 
alteration was made, except to establish a small circuit 
within Portland District called Bath circuit. In 181^ 
the name of Gray was mentioned m the minutes at 
part of a circuit with Buxton, and the year succeeding 
it was established as a circuit by itsdf, comprehending 
the ground formerly included in N«rtb*Yarmouth cir- 
cuit. At the same time a circuit was anexed. to Ken- 
rebeck District called Exeter circuit, and the connexion 
was dissolved between Norridgewock and Unity ciicuits^ 
and also between Penobscot and Orrington, and Hamp- 
den and Union circuits. 

In 1 820, Kennd)eck District was divided, and a third 
District formed called Penobsscot Distnct, of which Reir. 
Benjamin Jones was appointed presiding Elder. The 
same year Arundel circuit was established, and. united 
with Scarborough circuit ; and Bath circuit was taken 
from Portland District, and annexed to Kennebeck.^- 
Three new circuits weie also established in Penobscot 
District, viz. Columbia, Vinalhaven, and Thomaston 
circuits 
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Thns in tw^ty*&even years die Mdthodist Church ii^ 
Maifte has itfisen frcfm nothing to a respectable ettab- 
Hshmeiit-; conipr^ieiidiDgdireeDktricts>tvremy»8eveA 
cirdntvanci 6192lneniber« lih the Society^ hairing among 
l&etti twenty^ght trav^ing pl'eocbers, exclusive of 
thr^ presiding Elders, f 

Of the annual conferences of the Me^odi^t Chntch 
in America^ siie haYe been holden hi Maine, ihe first 
inclnded Mtdne only. It was held at Readfield August 
fiS, 1798, at «vhich ten travelling preachers were pre»- 
cnty and 200 communicants. There Were then five cix^ 
cnits in Maine, and 996 hi membership. 

The second conference was held at Monmouth July 
1^1802. This was the << New-England conference." 
There were then in Maine ten circuits, 18 travelling 
preachers, and 14 14* members in the sodety. The third 
c on ference was held in Buxton July 15, 1804>, at which 
ttme diere were in Maine eleven drctiits, 15 travelling 
preachers, and 2103 in membership. The fourth con^ 
ference held in Maine Svas in Monmouth, June 15, 1809. 
The State then contained two Districts, twenty circuits^ 
25 preachers, and 3224 members. The annual confer- 
eote was also held at Durham June 2, 1814, and again 
at Hallowell June 4, 1818. 

Before concluding our account of the Methodists, it 
may be expedient for the information of others, to take 
a summary view of the society under its present estab- 
lishment in America. The whole body of Methpdists 
in the United States are included in twelve annual con- 

t See Appeodlx No. i z. 



288 METHODISTS. 

ferences. Each travelling preacher, after havfag tra* 
veiled two years, and been approved, is elected a mem- 
ber of the annual conference. In each conference a 
Bishop presides as Superintendant. The annual confer- 
ence by their Delegates form the general conference, 
which meets once in four years. The conferences are 
divided into Districts, over which sm "Elder presides. In 
England he is called the Chairman of the District, but 
in America he is styled the presiding Elder. Each 
.District is divided into circuits as appears convenient. 
Each circuit is considered as one distinct pastoral charge;, 
to which a preacher is designated every year. The cir- 
cuits usually comprehend the societies in several towns, 
and are divided into classes, over each of which a leader 
is appointed. Any person expressing a desire to fl^ 
from thp wrath to come, and be saved froin his sins, 
may become a member of a class. The leader is re- 
quired to see each person in bis class at least once a 
week, to inquire into their state, advise, reprove, com- 
^ fort, or ei^hort as occasion may require. After a term 
of trial, of at least six monihs, the leadier recommends 
such of the class as he thinks fit to the circuit preacher, 
and from him they receive a ticket which entitles tliem 
to communion, and tliey arqthen reckoned as members 
of the society. Formerly Band societies ^ere found in 
. some places, which were voluntary associations of indi- 
viduals who was under a mutual engagement to watch 
. more especially over each other. These are now rarely 
. to be met with in America. 

In mo'^t of the circuits there are found some preach- 
ers who find it inconvenient to travel much, but do not 
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Withdraw neither from the society nor from the minijw 
try. They are stiled local preachers. They supply va- 
cant places on the Sabbath, and at other times as occa* 
sion calls : but they are not considered as having the 
p^toral care of any part of the flock. This belongs 
solely to the circuit preacher for the time being. 

It is the duty of the circuit preacher to travel regu- 
larly among the people of his charge, dispensing the 
word, and administering the ordinances. In each cir« 
cuit there is a quarterly meeting held four times in the 
year, and all the business of the circuit is then transac- 
ted by the "Quarterly meeting Conference/* consisting 
^ all the travelling and local preachers, exhorters, stew* 
ards, and leaders in the circuit, a^yrhieh time the cir- 
cuit preacher is to make a report of his doings to the 
presiding Elder of the District. 

The presiding Elder is to visit thfc several circuits 
l^lthin his charge at least once in three months, and to ' 
preside in each Quarterly meeting conference when prac- 
ticable. In each District there is annually held a **Dis- 
trict Conference," of vrhich all the local preachers who 
•lliall have been licensed two years may be members, and 
the presiding Elder of the District is President. This 
eonference is to take cognizance of all the local preach- 
^crs within their limits ; to inquire into the g'ifts,4abours, 
and U^ulness of each by name ; to grant and renew 
licenses to preach ; to recommend to the annual con* 
Terence suitable persons for ordination as Deac(^ns or EU 
tiers, in the local connexion, or for trial in tlie travelling 
^Mmexion ; to try, suspend, expel, or acquit any local 

Z 
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preacher against ^vhom aiiy charges may have beeft 
brought. 

To obtain license to preach a person mast make ap» 
plication to the Quarterly meeting conference to which 
he belongs. They will recdmmend him to the District 
conference to be examined^ "where^ if approved* He is 
either licensed as a local preacher, or Recommended to 
the annual conference as 1 travelling preacher. If a lo^ 
ical preacher he must serve four years as k licentiate be- 
fore he can receive Deacon's orders^ and four x&ore be- 
fore he can be ordained an Elder ; biit iiP a travelling 
preacher only half that tinie. The presiding Elders 
^e appbinted by tile Bishop. Ordination is piefo'rmed 
by the laying on of the hands of the Bishop, and some 
of the Elders present. The Bishop is elected by the 
General conference, aiid ordained by the laying on of the 
hands of three Bishops when they can be obtained or of 
one Bishop and two Elders ) and whtn by death or 
otherwise, there is no Bishop remaining in the Churchy 
the General conference having made their election of a 
Bishop, may appoint three Elders who shall ordain 
him.* 

The New*England conference, to which Maine no<ir 
belongs, includes all the New*England States which liie 
east of Connecticut River, that part of Vermont^ lying 
east of the Green Mountain, and that part of Lower 
Canada lying east of Lake Magog. It is expected that 
a new confeience will shortly be appointed for Maine 
alone. 



» Far all the things above stated* respecting the governm-'.nt of the 
Church, see Metliodist Disci^iae, z6th. Edition, pages 25, a8» ^i^ 39> 77. 
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Before concliading this Chapter it may be useful not 
to the Methodists only^ but to ^U other denominations 
to make a remark on one custom among them. In 
their Book of Discipline, Chapter 1, Sec. 19» we have 
the following question and answer : 

** Quest. What can be done to supply the circuits 
during the sitting of the conference ? 

Ans* 1. Let all the appointments stand according 
to the plan of the circuit. 

2. Engage as many local preachers and exhorters 

as will supply them, and let them be paid for their time 

in proportion ,to the allowance of the travelling preach* 
«rs. 

8. If preachers and exhorters caiinot attend, let 
some person of ability be appointed in every society to 
sing,pray» and read one of Mr. Wesley's Sermons. 

4. But if that cannot be done> let there, be prayer 
meetings.** 

All isocieties have their general meetings which it is 
highly important Ministers should attend, in oider to 
consult together for the welfare of the Church at large. 
In a country like ours it must necessarily occupy some 
time to attend them, and this regulation of the Metho- 
dists is therefore much to be applauded, as it provides 
for this emergency, and effectually prcv«ntfi any blame 
from attaching itself to a Minister, when for a little 
space he leaves his particular charge to attend the mor^ 
general concerns of the Church. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

CHRISTIAN SOCIETT* 

rn the year 1800, Elder Abner Jones, tben livbg Uis. 
Vermont« becoming dissatisfied with some things in the 
Freewill Baptist Churches, in which connexion he then 
stood, withdrew from them. Elder Jones soon found 
others in di^Rerent sections of the country of the same 
mind with himself. These travelled in Taiious direetions 
through the country, preached, baptized, gathered 
Churches, and ordained Elders. About the same time,. 
Elder Elia^Smith, then die Pastor of a Baptist Church 
in Portsmouth N. H. embraced and preach^ the senti* 
ments held by Elder Jones and his associates. Thus 
began the " Christian Societies." In 1803, a Church 
of this kind was gathered at Portsmouth, one at Bos- 
ton, one at Salem, and some others in . the same year* 
Several Elders were ordained, and ma^iy members ad» 
ded, some from the world, and some from other socid»> 
ties. 

The first Church in this connexion in Maine was gath- 
ered in Kittery November 20, 1806, and Moses SaflFord 
was ordained to the pastoral care of it. He afterwards 
withdrew, and their present Minister, Elder Mark Fer^ 
nald, was ordained in September 1809. In 1808, a 
Church was gathered in the westerly part of York, and 
Elder Peter Young ordained as its pastor. He soon re* 
moved from them and the pastoral care was transferred 
to Elder Femald of Kittery, 
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About the same time, a Church was gathered in the 
western part of Wells, and after a few years Eldet 
Richard Littlefield was ordained there. 

In 1809, a Church of twenty eight members was 
gathered in South>Berwick, and in 1812, a Church was 
also gathered in Portland, with which Elder Samuel 
Rand is at present connected* Churches in this con- 
nexion have also been gathered in the towns of Vienna, 
Canaan, Comville, Harmony, Monmouth, Exeter, Far- 
fax, Clinton, Palmyra, Northhill, Warsaw, Athens, 
Madison, Newport, Joy, Wilton, Knox, Leeds, Mount- 
Vernon, and Eastport, all since the year 1814. The 
Churches of this denomination in Maine are in all 
twenty six, connected with which tire fifteen ordained 
Elders. * 



• See Appendix No. ijp. 
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FROM rAGB 21. 

The ConncU assembled for the ordination of Mb. 
Tayrweather, consisted pf th^ Qinrcb in Berwick, the- 
first Church in Danvers, the Church, tn New-Castle^ tha 
ft-st and. third Churches in Kittery, the first Church. 
ib Portsmouth, and.the first Church in . York. Three 
Churches in Boston, were invited, but. did not attend«^. 
Their result exhibits the regard shown to the objections . 
of a respectable minority, and affords a yaluable pre-. 
oedent in. similar cases, at the. present day^. 

RESULT*. 

^ We the Eldexs and Delegates of; the Church Ui 
Berwick, the first Church in Danvers,. the Cljurch in. 
Kewcastle^ the first and third. Cbuxches in Kittery, thcL 
first Church in Portsmouth, and the first Church vx 
York, convened in Council, M&y 23, 1753, at ,Wells^ 
upon. Letters missive from the first Chujrch in said towuj^ 
i)i order to jordain Mr. Samuel Fayrweatber to th^ 

vork of tjbe Gospel hlSmtxj anong \bsm» 
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made otir earnest supplications to God for directiofii 
and the Church being called before the Council that 
we might enquire concerning the call which they had 
given Mr. Fayrweather^ and whether the way was clear 
for their proceeding to his Ordination, upon their TOte 
being taken before the Council there appeared about 
thirty-six for him and twelve against him, which 
twelve, with others not present, exhibited their objec- 
tioms in writing. After mature and serious considera- 
tion of the objections oSerfid by the dissatisfied Breth- 
ren against Mr. Fayrweather, the Council came to the 
following Resolve : .viz. 

That as to Mr. Fay;-weath^r l^ing frequently absent 
fiom them ^d delaying his ^nsw^r, and other pbjectioqj 
of the same nature, ^ey are of little or no ^eigl^t, and 
Mr. 'Fajrw^ath)^ has fvdly ajisw^red them to the satis- 
factipB of the pouncil, and as to the insinuations wit^ 
which they conclude .their written objections, ** that there 
are many mpre imprudetncies which, th^y might have 
mentioned, ^nd by Jiis conduct they think that jt will 
appear that he seeks theirs niore than them,** since they 
declared before the Council they had nothing in partic- 
ular against htm which they could prove, we look upon 
them as trifling and uncharitable. 

But notwithstanding the clearness of Mr. Fayr- 
weather's character, and the great majority both of 
Churdi and Parish, which vo^ed for, and continue to 
desire his settlement iji the ipini^try, yet consid* 
enng a number hav^ manifes|e,d a great discon. 
lent and uneasiness relating ^tp . the vot^s passed, 
and particularly tihe iax^etve^s o^ ^<ft ^Mxcv'i -Mcvtcd 
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tlken A* mere than Mr. Farweather would find neces^i 
sary^-considerini^ also the very strenuous opposition 
B^de by some to his settlement, the danger of increas*'- 
tug difficulttesy together with odier circumstances of 
this settlement, as they appear to us, which gives us 
season to fear Mr. Fayrweather will not be so servicea* 
ble and comfortable in this place as in some other ; we 
cannot be fully satisfied th^t it will be best for us to 
proceed to his Ordination, but rather think it advisable^ 
that Mr. Fayrweather lovingly and peaceably part. 
However, we think, it our duty to bear testimony 
against the* heat and uncharitableness of this opposition^ 
which this minor part have made to Mr. Fayrweather, 
which we look upon as an infringement upon the rights 
•f Society, and as having a tendency ta obstruct the 
success of the Gospel, and alienate the minds of Chris* 
tian Brethren, and we think it necessary to declare that 
we are not infioenced tn our determination merely by 
the present opposition of sa small a party, but by sev* 
cral prudential considerations, and we also give our s^ 
i^ious and faithful adv'ce to the dissatisfied Brethren^ 
that they heartily unite with the Church and Congre* 
gatioa in taking all proper measures to obtain some 
•ther suitable person to be settled among them in the 
gospel ministry ; and we freely and heartily recora» 
aaend Mr. Fayrweather, whose character appears to u& 
clear and unblemished, to the service of the Churches 
. wherever divine Providence opens a door for his useful-. 
ness. We can only add our earnest and affectionate^ 
prayers for the Church and people in this place, thjKc 
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God. would qyerrule all things for their good ^nd his 
own glory ; give them peace^ and direct and succeed 
them in all suitable measures which P^^J hereafter h^ 
taken for their settlement. 

Jeremiah Wis^, Moderator* 
8TB?HEii Chace, SfrihjP, 



No 8. 

taOM PAGE 9% 

^llie following character of Dr. Hemmenway is ex* 
tracted from the Sermon preached at his funeral by 
Rev. Di. Buckminster of Portsmouth. 

The Reverend Moses Hemmevway D. D. was bora 
in Framinghani, in the vicinity of Boston, the place of 
my forefathers sepulchres, and of the nativity of my 
honored father, from whom I heard the fame of your 
pastor, before I had opportunity to see hi& iace. H& 
entered and graduated at Harvard College. He was 
there distinguished for his close application, his patience 
of study, his eminent proficiency in the Greek and Ro- 
man classicks, and his acquaintance with theological 
writers of distinction in th^ l^med languages. The 
common degrees of the Unii^ersity he received in their 
order ; and> for his singular merits^ he was honored with 
ia doctorate, at an earlier period of life than had been 
common for that seminary to give to its sons. To the 
profession of divinity, and the work of the ministry, be 
.V4S probably devoted in (^ly life, and he sought a 



nberal education, as a desirable and reputaWe prere* 
quisite to it. It Is certain the great Head of the Church 
had designed him for this servicei and furnished him 
with a rare assemblage of talents, to defend the Gospel, 
and vindicate its truths, against the errors in principle 
and practice, which He foresaw would harrass the 
Church, in the season in which he was to perform his 
ministry. He had a great degr^d of metaphysical acu* 
men, and accuracy in logical investigation, a kind of 
instinctive perception of the force of an argument, and 
an uncommon patience at disentangling the snarle of 
sophistry, and making plsun their perplexing appear- 
ance. 

While the talents and acquirements of your departed 
pastor, would have entitled him to a ministiy, in a most 
'eminent situation, or to a high office in a seminary of 
Science, it was more congenial to his modesty and meek<^ 
ness, to his habits and manners, to his taste and disposi- 
tion, td be far from the interruptions and snares of 
wealth and grandeur, and frotti Ae frivolous etiquettes 
and fashions of the world. Providence opened for him 
a field *of service in this highly favored village. For 
you my brethren, God designed him, and you must an- 
swer for such a gift. Here he pursued his favorite 
studies with an ardor and perseverance that were un« 
common under the pressure of di^culties, and in the 
view of obstacles, that would have discouraged almost 
any other man. I presume I do not mistafcfe, when I 
say, that he read and studied the ponderous volumes, 
t?ajled the Father's, when xnost of his fellow mortals 



6 APPENDIX. 

were lost in sleep, or indalging in indolence. Anxioi^ 
to derive his knowledge from the sacred sources, and 
confirm, or correct his sentiments, by their agreement 
or disagreement with that unenirg standard, he studied 
the scriptures with great care, and accurate attention. 

With controversial divinity, the Doctor was so fa* 
miliarly acquainted, as not to be confused in his system 
of doctrines, by any objections or arguments that pre- 
tended ta novelty, they had been anticipated by him, 
and their review, if it increased his candor, increased his 
conviction of the truth of his own system. The sys- 
tem of doctrines which our ^parted friend embraced^ 
which he preached, and lov^d, was that which is con- 
tained in the Westminster's assemblies eatechisqi, and 
confession of faith, the doctrines that are stiled the doc*' 
trines of the reformation, the doctrines that our fore- 
fathers brought to this country, the doctrines with which 
the constellation of divines, of the former part of the 
last century, enlightened, edified, and comforted the 
Church. The Doctor was a sincere and firm calvinisc 
of the old school, though candid suid charitable to such 
as had their doubts and sciuples upon some of its doc* 
trines. He was alarmed at some of the strange cions 
which modem Calvinism has attempted to graft upoa 
this stock, and, by the subtleties of metaphysics, t® 
prove that they were legitimate sprouts fiom its venera- 
ble roots. Once and again his pen was employed to 
vindicate truth and duty ; such was the estimation ia 
which he was held, by his fathers and brethren, that 
il^it eyes weretilrned to him when ^oQng, to root otit 
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the tjreeds that were sown in the field of truth, and re- 
move impediments cast into the path of duty. As a 
disputant and controversial writer, the Doctot was fair, 
candid, and dispassionate. He contended not for mas- 
tery, but for the support of truth and refutation of error, 
. and though he possessed a vein of humour, and cotJd 
dexterously wield the shafcs of satiie, he never employ- 
ed them to confound his antagonist, or to render ridic- 
ulous what he could not fairly answer. He wrote, 
either in labored essays, or ephemeral publications, upon 
many of the questions that have been subjects of dispute 
or inquiry in our day ; and if he did not remove all 
difficulties, and satisfy all scruples, it will be conceded 
that he threw light upon all the subjects that he at- 
tempted. 

The revival of the arian and sociuan heresy much a 
larmed and afiected the mind and heart of our departed 
firiend, principally on account of the loose system of 
doctrines and morals, with which it is connected, and 
in which it invariably issues : several communications 
c^ his, under fictitious signatures, have emiched the 
pages of respectable periodical works, and it is presum- 
ed, he has left with his manuscripts, a more labored dis- 
cussion of the subjects, which it is hoped will one day 
see the light. 

As a sermonizer, the Doctor was eminent ; his style 
was pure and nervous, his subjects were solemn and im- 
portant ; and however doctrinal or speculative, they al- 
ways ran in an evangelical channel, and issued in prac- 
tical efiectr He never o£fered to the Lord ** that wUck 

1 
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cost him nothing.^ His habit of thoroughly ia^estigs^ 
ting a subject, of saying all that was pertinent upon tt, 
rendered him often prolix, and sometimes tedious, to 
those who were soon tired of rdigious discussions, and 
not sufficiently intezjested in the all iroportanc subject, 
to b2 engaged by the purity, piety, and soundness of his 
remarks ; but to those ** whose spiritual senses were 
exercised to discern the things of tlie spirit of Grod"— *and 
who knew how to estimate an address from the sacred 
desk, he was always interesting and edifying. His em« 
inence in this part of his office called him to officiate on 
those public occasions which seek the service of those 
whose praise is in the churches. His 'Election sermon» 
his Convention sermon, and his Dudkan lecture sermont 
are second to few, if any, that have been exhibited on 
those occasions. 

As a preacher, the eloquence of our departed friend 
was that of nature and not of art. He fdt his subject, 
and with native simplicity gave it an impressive influence 
on the hearer. As the Doctor resembled the Apostle 
Paul in Some eminent traits that distinguished that in« 
spired character, so he partook in the illibeial i^mark 
that was made upon that great Apostle of the Gentiles* 
<< His letters, say they are weighty and powerful, but 
his bodily presence WQak and his speech contemptiUe 1 ** 
But how often did he make the hearer lose sight of all 
other considerations by the merit of his address and the 
impressive manner with which he delivered it. 

In devotional exercises, the Doctor was always pious- 
aod devout. He was a maa of prayer. ^Uponsp^ial 
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occasions, he ordinarily excellad, accommodating him* 
self with a peculiar pertinency, that intexested and af- 
fected all who joined with him. He was equally re- 
moved from the rhapsodies of enthusiasts, the wildness 
of fanatics, and the coldness and indifference of philo* 
sophic christians, who think the passions have nothing 
to do with religion. But with these eminent qualities 
and talents there were combined, as the most prominent 
traits in the Doctor's chaiacter mildness and meekness, 
an unobtrusiveness of temper and deportment, a dispo- 
sition to esteem others better than himself. In this he 
resembled the leader of God's people, inheriting his 
spirit, as he bore his name. 

Bat that which was the crown upon all his faculties, 
and was the excellency of his excellencies, they were 
sanctified by divine grace and devoted to the service and 
honor of GodL At what period of li&r the power of 
divine grace took possession of the heart of our pious 
friend, I believe he did not pretend to decide. He fully 
believed the necessity of a spiritual change, by the su- 
pernatural agency and influence of the Holy Ghost, and 
he gave more and more evidence to all that knew him, 
that he was a subject of this change ; and be obtained 
more and more, the assurance of hope that he had re- 
ceived that," living water,'* which as a " well of water 
was springing up to everlasting life," conforming him 
to the spirit and temper of Christ, and transforming him 
into the divine image. r 
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FROM PAGE 27* «^ 

The manner in which Mr. Wade proceeded in gatb* 
ering the Church at Berwick, is thus dated in his own 
band writing in the ancient record of that Church : 

"(A. D. 1701. Dec. 21. After a meeting on the 
Lord's day.) At a meeting notified a fortnight before, 
in order to the gathering of a church, divers persons 
appearing, I began with prayer. After which I plainly 
discoursed before them about the nature of a church, 
and the necessity, advantage,and signification of Christ^s 
ordinances. After which I asked every person there 
by name whether they were desirous to join together in 
Church order ? Then takmg notice of the persons con- 
senting, I charged them in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ not for any vain end whatever to desire an ap- 
proach to Christ's ordinances, but to draw near to 
Christ therein. 

1. With a right understanding of them. 

2. With a sense of duty- 

3. With a sense of their need of them as help's for 
ihe increase of grace and mortifying of sin. 

Then I counselled them, if any were ogended at, or 
unsatisfied about joining with any person or persons who 
had now ofiered themselves, that they should by no 
means expose their names by openly objecting against 
them, but in due time privately inform me about the 
lame, that satisfaction might be either given or a stop 
fut to the offending peisons proceeding, without anv 
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likut of liis repatation»t>r discouragement Co his fature 
o£Eering himself when better prepared. Finally, I ap* 
pointed a private meeting to be on the first Monday of 

March 1702 signifying that before that meeting they 
inust be examined l)y me and publicly propounded -for 
^tisfaction about their conversation, and so they were 
^Sfmifled with prayer.^ 

Before the second meeting the several persons were 
privately examined as to their a^ed, by such questions 
as these — ^By whom were you made ? How many per. 
sons are there in the Deity i In what condition Ti<rere we 
first created ? Did we so continue ? What are we by 
Dature? ^^at are the wages of sin ? How do you 
3iope to be saved ? Who is Jesus Christ Ms he God, or 
tnan, or both ? Why was it necessary that he should be 
man ? Why that he should be God as well as man ? What 
must we do to be interested in Christ ? Is no faith true 
l;eithottt tepentance and obedience ; Must those that 
^ould be saved through Christ observe Gospel ordinan- 
•Ces as well as the moral law ? How many sacraments 
are there, and which ? What is signified in Baptism ? 
What is signified by the Lord's supper; Do you believe 
there will be a resurrection of the dead ? and a general 
judgment ? What will then be the portion of true believ- 
ers ? And what will become of unbelievers ? To which 
^ue^tiotii after they had given a satisfactory answer I 
drew forth their profession by questions to this purpose- 
Were you ev6r convicted of your own sinfolnefs and 
danger thereby ? Do you (sO far as you know your own 
heart) i^pent of and desire to forsake all your sinir ? do 
jou not only see the necessity and sufficiency of Christ 



but do you mist to him alone to save you ? Are yoa 
desirous to walk in his ordinances as it is yo«ff duty and 
spiritual privilege ? Do you (or will, you) endeavour to 
obey him in every things not satisfying yourselves in 
complying only with some particular precepts \ Do yoa 
willingly subject yourself to Uie government of Christ's 
house, ?s well as aim at the privileges of it {-^Having 
received also an answer of consent to these questions I 
publicly propounded them a fortnight before the second 
meeting, none objecting against their conversation- 
March 2nd, 1702. Was our second -meeting» where 
after thanksgiving to God for such a prospect of his 
favor as wafr before us, and imploring his assisting and 
succeeding grace, in our enterprize, I gave an account 
of the satisfaction I had received of them severally ; re^ 
peating over the above said questions to them and the 
sum of their answers, amounting to an entire confession 
of faith in the fundamentals of Christianity, tdling them 
that they were severally conscious of my dealing with 
them as above said, and as each had expressed his an- 
swer so all had to the substance thereof, so that they 
were all professedly of one faith, I then propounded 
whether they were satisfied to the conversation of oi^ 
another ? They signified that they were. Upon ^Ich. 
I read to them a confession of faith, and Church cove- 
nant, to which they jointly assented. Then after renew- 
ing a word of warning and exhortation to them we 
agreed to keep a day of public fasting and prayer on 
June 4th, and so dismissed them with prayer. 
June 4, 1702,— Being fast day, the Rev. Mr. John 
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Pike Paster of the Church of Christ at Dover,* Mr* 
Samael Emery, Pastor of the Charch at Wells, and Mr# 
Samuel Moody^ Pastor of the Charch at Yoilc, coming 
to oar assbtance : aiur prayer and a Sermon by Mr^ 
Pike for our direction, Mr. Pike, &c. taking cognizance 
of our proceedings, and seeing all their assenbto the art?* 
ties of faith and form of Covenant then pablicly read, 
and their satisfaction one with another, pronounced 
them a Church of Jesus Christ. Upon which they si^ 
oiG^d their choice of J* Wade as their Pastor.** 



•i"^ 



NO. 4. 

FROM PAGE 31. 

Confession ot faith of the 1st Church in Kittery sub^ 
Kribed Nov. 4, 1714* 

'*Tbis cojofession of faith made Nov. 4, 1714 in the 
presence of the Rev. Elders and Messengers of the 
Churches, viz. of Portsmouth, York, Wells, Berwick, 
and New-Castle ; at which time the Church was gath» 
eredfin Kittery. 

1. We believe that there is one only living and true 
God, eternal and infinite in Being and all perfections ; 
subsisting in three persons. Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, being one in substance^ e(}ual in power and 
glory. 

% That this glorious God is the maker, preserver, 
aiul disposer of all things for his own glory. 

3. That God in the beginning made man upright 

•NonrSonAcrtweitlL ^ 
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after his own image^ lia?ing the law of Ood written on 
hit heart, with power to falBlf and endowed with natsi* 
ral abilities to senre and glorify his Maker : and so 
made cajiable hj doing his will to secnre hte fiuroor id 
a state of immortalitf : yet onder apos^litfof trams- 
gressing being left to the Uberty of his own will which 
was subject to change. 

4. That all mankind sinned in their first Parents, 
and brake God's command, and so, forfeited and lost 
God's fatour and all happiness : and thereby exposed 
themselves to a state of sinfulness and misery, the curse 
cf the law, the wrath of God unto death spiritual, tem- 
poral, and etemaL 

5. That man having lost his original righteousness, 
^and become a sinner is utterly disabled of himself to 
perform that obedience which is required to salvation* 

6. That God from his great love to mankind (ai 
one special motive) sent his only begotten Son Jesus 
Christ into the world, in the likeness of sinful flesh, to 
be a Mediator between God and man, to redeem us, 
and perform this obedienceMbr us. 

7. That the Lord Jesus Christ according to ad 
eternal covenant transacted between the Father and 
Himself assumed the human nature to the divine ; and 
became God-man, having two distinct natures in one 
person. 

8. That Christ in respect of his Divine nature is truly 
God, coequal with the Father from eternity, and in re- 
spect of his human nature, he is truly a man» having 
for taking to himself] a real body, and a reasonable 
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^uly and itnade like unto his brethren in all points ex* 
cept sin. 

9. That this hypostatical or real nnion of two dis- 
tinct natures in the same person^ did completely fit 
him for the office of a Mediator between God and 
xnan. 

10. That by virtue of his human nature he was made 
capable of feeling our infirmities and offering up of 
himself to God for an atonement for sin^ whereby he 
hath suffered, and satisfied for sin, in the same nature 
in which it was committed. 

11. That by virtue of his divine nature he hath sanc« 
ttfied this great sacrifice, and made it of sufficient value 
for that ♦♦♦***(MS wanting. ) 

12. That Christ our Immanuel hath fulfilled all 
nghteousness for us by his active and passive obedience* 
whereby he hath obtained eternal redemption for all • 
that believe and obey him. 

That the Lord Jesus Christ as Mediator, is the 
Prophet, Prieht, and King, the Head and Saviour of 
his Church, the Heir of all things, and Judge of th^ 
world. 

14-. That all Christianity is comprehended in faitji 
and obedience. 

15. That Jesus Christ as Mediator is the proper ol?* 
ject of faith and prayer* 

16. That the faith whereby we are interested in J^ 
sus Christ is the gift of God, ordinarily wrought in us 
by the preaching of the word, whereby we are per- 
suaded to accept, receive and rest upon Christ alonoi 
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for justification, sanctification» and eternal li£e ; the in* 
separable adjuncts, and consequents, and fruits. of 
which are faith, repentance, and new obedience. 

17. That unfeigned subjection to the bws and insti- 
tutions of Chxist is the sum of gospel obedience. 

18. That whosoever believes in Jesus Christf re- 
ceives him, and submits to him, in all his offices,, and 
lives according to his Gospel commands, shall be justiF 
£ed and saved. 

19. That religious worship is to be given to God 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and to him alone. 

20. That prayer with thanksgiving being one spe- 
cial part of religious worship, is required of all soen, 
and that it may be acceptedi k is to be made itk the 
name of the Son, by the help of the Spirit, according 
to the will of God. 

21. That Christ is personally present in heaven, pow- 
erfully present every where, and spuritually present in 
his saints. 

22. That as the Father hath loved us, and the Son 
redeemed us, so the Holy Ghost doth quicken and 
sanctify us to every good work here, and to his heaven- 
ly kingdom hereafter. 

23. That Christ hath his Church in all ages of the 
world, whidi he will redeem, govern, and preserve, and 
in time, by his word and spirit, effectually call and 
make partakers of the benefits of redemption, viz. jus- 
tification, adoption, sanctification, and eternal glory. 

24*. That a true Chuich of Christ is a company of 
holy and believing persons joined together by a special 
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bond or covenant to walk and worship God according 
to gospel rules and ordinances. 

^. That believers are made a particular Church by 
smtuallj professing the same fiuth» submitting them- 
selTfts to one another, and aU to and under Christ the 
head in the way of his ordinances. 

96. ^hat gospel sacraments are holy ordinances in- 
^titnted by Christ himselfi to be perpetually observed 
in his Church} wherein by sensible signs, Christ and the 
benefits of tlie covenant of grace are represented, seal- 
ed, and applied. 

27- That the Sacraments 6f the New Testament are 
only two, viz. Baptism and the Lord's Supper. 

28. That Baptism is a Sacrament wherein is signi- 
fied and sealed our ingrafting into Christ and partaking 
of the benefits of the covenant of grace, and our en- 
gagement to be the Lord's. 

29. That Baptism is a privilege belonging to be» 
lievers and their children. 

SO. That tlte Lord's supper is a Sacrament wheieia 
by giving and rec^ving bread and wine according to 
Christ's appointment his death is represented to us, his 
merits and benefits offered to us, and received by us^ 
not after a corporal and carnal manner, but by faith 
and holy affections, for our spiritual nourishment and 
growdi in grace to'etemal life. 

31. That there shall be a resurrection of the body 
for substance, (though much altered as to the qualities 
and circumstances thereof) and a reuniting of it to the 
same soul when it shall appear before Christ in the 
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ffMitmilmt ixf of jsdgBiBot, to »««■*» «■, etend 
(•BUMS of lutH^iKM or miiOT" ', 

8S. -TW. God ludi aiv^att^ i^^*]^ wberrio beiriO 
judge tht wo^ In tigltteoasi^ hf Jchu .CIii|iti -and. . 
t)atcnr7 0MiIi^^ni«^afew«rdiccanBqg.fB . 
U« worki. 

,:8a. liat.tbeHoIrSGripntamitabied ua ^'6u 
• andNevTatament ii dw pwfta sndoidj' rail! oj 
j^itb and fDannen. 

Si, TlMt the H9I; 8|d^ ii OOr guide, director, aai 
h^ifet, Mk to oadentand ind'walk by this rule. 

S5. Tbat «■ many at wilk according to this lule 
widi an i^right heart ihall^njoj commuDion with GoJ 
b*^ xodcrcrUi^i^lmpiniieuand glory hereafter.'* ' 

(Sigi*l) ' ■ - 

John Ncwmart^ * Sattmd SkDUtv 

William Pepperrel^ &tmvei HntchliUt 

EUha GnnnisG^ John Aduni, 

John Dennett Jamet Femal^ 

Henrj Barter, Dodarah Cwtliet 

John Femald, "niomai Rice, 

Ebenezer Emonu* George JackKH^ 

Joseph Mitchell, Soha Ford, 

John Ingersoll, S^moel Ford. 
TheWi with tweoty-five female*, conititnted dw 

Church, of which Henry Batter aad John FemaJlii 

Vere ^qipointed Deacons, 
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No. 5. 

FROM PAGE 83. 

*I1ie following extract from a Sermon delivered at 
the funeral o£ Rev. Mr. Foxcroft by Rev. Jonathan 
Scott of Minoty well exhibits some parts of his privatie 
character, and shews the estimation in which he was 
held. 

** Mr. Foxcroft evidently appeared to possess and ex- 
press the true fear -of God^ both in woid and der^'. 
He weU knew, and appeared to realize, that God could 
BOt be deceived, and would not be mocked ; under 
. which sense he often had sore exercise of spirit about 
his state, whether he was a subject of godly sincerity ; 
which occasioned his opening his mind with evident 
concern, and stating many difficulties and cases pf con- 
science, for solution, that he might not mistake, or be 
deceived in the great concernment of his salvation* 
The stating his difficulties, in many instances, mani- 
fested what a deep sense, and high relish of diving 
things was impressed on his soul ; and what an exxen- 
sive knowledge he had of the human heart, its deep 
depravity and deceivings. He could not be quiet with 
mere externals in religion, nor with those flights of af- 
fection, arising from excited passions, or even from com- 
mon illuminations of the spirit : nothing seemed to sat- 
isfy him, short of the faith, which overcomes the heart, 
purifies it, mortifies its pride and worldliness, and act* 
out its divine nature, in persevering obedience to all 
God's commands and ordinances. And when he sus- 

3 
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pected he was wanting of true faith, and love to God 
and men, with their proper fruits, he was uncomfortable, 
and cast down. He appeared like one carrying a rich 
treasure of gold and precious >tone5, among thieres and 
robbers, fearful of being plundered. 

I often thought strange of his frequent application to 
one so far inferior to himself, with respect to his extensive 
reading, his great and long acquaintance with the 
system of divinity, his age and long experience in a 
religious life. But the truth is, Rev. Mr. Fozcroft was 
ciothed with humilUy^^ and minded not high tlnngSy hnt con^ 
descended to men of low estate \\ and had leamed» in 
tpwlineis of mind to ettettm others better than bimtdf.X 

He loved retirement, and was but little abroad, in the 
last years of his life. He dicl not seek his felicity and 
chief satisfaction in passing much of his titne in crowds 
of company, whether rich or poor : and yet he enter, 
tained his friends with much sociabi?ity, openness, ci- 
vility, kindness and friendship. He was to appearance, 
much abstracted from the world. He appeared no 
way fearful of coming to want, nor was he in the habit 
of contriving to advance his worldly interest, or that 
of his children ; but his conversation aad behaviour 
appeared like that of a stranger and pilgrim on the 
ii,irth.§ 

Mr. Foxcroft appeared a£fectionately concerned for 
the spiritual and eternal welfare of his children. In a 
solemn, understanding manner would he set before 



# I Pet. V. 5.. t Rom. xH, i6, 

% PhU, ii. 3. f Heb. xi. 15. 
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them the necessity and importance of their being recon- 
ciled to God, and devoted to his service ; and often re- 
quested assistance on their behalf, that their minds and 
beaxts might be suitably impressed with a sense of di- 
vine thbgs. And the day before he left the worlds 
being as tireU, to appearance, in bodily health as he had 
been for days before* he was observed to be earnestly 
Mgaged in prayer to God for his children, and grand 
children, that the blessings of God might descend ^nd 
Jiest upon them* 

Mr. Fozcroft was a man of prayer. His appro2lchc*s 
to the Divine Msyesty, were accompanied with the 
deepest humility of speech and g^esture, and a\eful 
lenie of the infinite distance kietween the glorious aixd 
hoij Godi and sinful man. The wants and necessiti^ 
cif tiiifuliiien he well understood ; and his expressions in 
prayer were suitable^ solemut and easy to be understood. 
As to fervour in prayer, he appeared to be a true son 
of Jaeeif possessing a spirit of prayer and faith. Fre«^ 
qoently, in prayer, he seemed as if his very heart and 
sool went follih with his petitions to God. We have 
leason to hopci that his departed spirit is now with that 
God and Saviour whom he sought and served with 
flfcar». He has got through death, and, as we may hope, 
lias left his weaknesSf his fears and sighs behind ; rent- 
ing from his labours and sorrows, in assured e:q>ecta- 
tion of the refinement and recpvery of his body from the 
grave, when he shall be a joyful witness of the truth qf 
our teiti and see deaii swallowed uf in victory J* 
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No. 6. 

A Table exhibitinjf at one view the namefs of all tlw* 
Con '/relational and Pre'^byterian Ministers who have 
ever been settled in. Maine, with the namber of th^ 
years of their ministry, 

ARRANGED IN COUNTIES- 





COUNTY OF 


YORK. 






N«ine of 


Namei of tbe Miaktert. 


When 


Tctn 


i 


ttie I'owd. 




ordained. 


•erred. Row feoovad; 


York, Ist Shubael Dumxner 


lers 


19 


Killed^ 


Church. 






■ 


the Indiana 




Samuel Moody, 


1700 


47 


Died 




Isaac Lyman, 


1749 


61 


Died. 




Rosewell Messenger, 


1798 


15 


Dismissed. 




Moses Dow, 


1815 




t 


2nd 


Joseph Moody, 


1792 


S 


Dismissed. 


Church. 


Samuel Chandler, 


1742 


10 


Dismissed* 




Samuel Lankton, 


1754 


40 


Died. 




Isaac Briggs, 


1798 


7 


Dismissed. 


Well^ 


Samuel Emery, 


1701 


24 


Died. 




Samuel Jefierds, 


1725 


27 


Died. 




Gideon Richardson, 


1754 


4 


Died. 




Moses Hemmenway, 


1759 


51 


Died« 




Benjamin White, 


1811 


2 


Died 




Jonathan Greenleaf, 


18X5 




^* 
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Kame of Name of the Mhitstert. 


Whea 


Vein 


tlieTMrot* 


ordained. 


•erved. How remOTCd 


South John Wade, 


1702 


1 


Died. 


Berwick. Jeremiah Wifte, 


1707 


49 


Died. 


Jacob Foster, 


1757 


21 


Dismissed,; 


John Thompson, 


1778 






Kittery John Newmarch, 


1714 


40 


Die4. 


1st Chh. Benjamin Steven^ 


1760 


40 


Died. 


Jonas Hartwell, 


1791 


6 


Dismissed. 


William Briggsy 


1798 


16 


Dismissed, 


Stephen Merrill, 


1821 






Skid Chb. Josiah Chace, 


I7S0 


28 


Died. 


Joseph Litchfield, 


1782 






ESot. John Rogers, 


1721 


52 


Died^ 


Alpheus Spiing, 


1768 


23 


Diedk 


Samnel Chandler, 


1798 






Biddeford,Sainuel Williard, 


1730 


11 


Died. 


1st Chh. Moses Morrill, 


1742 


35 


Died. 


Nathaniel Webster^ 


1779 






Snd Chh. John Turner, 


1805 


12 


Dismissed* 


Arundel, Thomas Prentice, 


17S0 


8 


Dismissedt 


now Ken- John Hovey, 


1741 


27 


Dismissed. 


Debunk Silas Moody^ 


1771, 


45 


Died, 


port. George Payson, 


1816 


4 


Dismissed. 


Joseph P. Fessenden, 


1820 






Kenne- Daniel Little, 


1750 


51 


Died. 



/ 



bonk. Nathaniel H- Fletcher, 1800 

9* 



a* 



AFITBNIIIX. 



Bamc of HaiBt •/ tke MaUtcrt. Wbea ^ Ynn 

^MTowni. cfdalneA tcnred. How flemoT(<t 

Berwick. Joha Monet 1755 10 DiecL 

Matthew Mtmaan, 1765 32 Died. 

Joseph HOliard, 17^7 

{Jaco. John Fairfield, 1762 S4 Dismissed^ 

Eliha Whitcomb, 17d9 11 Dismissed 

Jonathan Cogswell^ 1810 



Buxton. Paul Coffin, 
Leyi Loringj 

Lebanon. Isaac Hasey, 
PaulJewett, 

Sanfbrd. Moses Swea^, 

Alfred. John Turner, 
Joseph Brown, 
Nathan Donglas, 

Liming- 
ton. Jonathan Atkinson, 

Parsons- 
field* Benjamin Rolfe, 



1763 58 Diqd. 
1817 

1765 47 Died. 

1814 5 Dismissed. 

1786 

1791 13 Dismissed. 

1805 4 Dismissed 
1816 

1794 20 Dismissed. 

1795 20 Dismissed. 



Limerick. £dmun(f Eastman, 1795 17 Died. 
Charles Freeman, 1820 



Shapleigh. Joseph Browuj 
New field. John Dane* 



1796 8 Dismissed. 



1803 1 Dismissed. 



.Lyman. Jonathan Calef, 



1801 
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COVHTY OF CVMBIRLAND. 



WlKA Yean 
ordidn^. fecnred. 



Name of 

the Town. Names ikf the Mloistcn. 

Portland Thomas Smitl^ 1727 

istChliu Samuel Deane, 1764 

Ichabod Nichols, ^ 1 809 

2dChh. Elijah Kellogg, 1788 

Edward Payson, 1807 
Sd Chh. Nathan S. S. Beeman, ISOis 

Chapel Elijah KeUogg, 1812 

Chh. Thomas J. Murdock» 1819 



68 
50 



Uow removed. 

Died. 
Died. 



23 Dismissed^ 



8 Dismissed^ 



1 Dismissed* 



Scarbof. William Thompson, 1727 d2 Died, 

ough, Thomas Pieice, 1762 12 Died. 

IstChh. Thomas Lancaster 177^ 

2dChh.' Richard Elvins, 1744 91 Diek. 

Benjamin Chad wick, 1776 19 Dismissed. 

Nathan Tdton, 1800 



North- 


Ammi R. Cutter, 


1730 


5 


Dismissed. 


Yar. 


Nicholas Loring, 


1736 


27 


Died. 

• 


mouth. 


Edward Brooks, 


1764 


5 


Dismissed* 


1st Chh. 


Tristram Gilinan, 


1769 


40 


Died. 




Francis Brown, 


1810 


5 


Dismissedi. 




Joseph W. Curtis, 


181& 


1 


I>ismissed» 




Samuel Woodbury, 


1817 


2 


Died. 




AsaCummings, 


1821 






2dChb. 


John Button, 


1806 


8 


Dismissed^ 


• 


Otis Crosby Whiton, 


1817 






Chapel 










Chh. 


Noah Cresey, 


I82Q 







86 


AFPBUDK* 

• 






Mime of 




Whoi 


Yetn 


1 .'• 


tile Town. 


Maunci bt the MtalMen. 


onblBed. aenred. 


Haw lemoved;. 


Cape 


BeDJamin Allen, 


1734 


20 


Died. 


Eliza. 


Ephxaim Clark» 


1756 


41 


Died. 


beth. 


William GregR, 


1801 


6 


Dismiss ei 




Benjamin Sawyer, 


1809 


9 


Dismissed^ 




William Gregg, , 


1815 






Wind. 


John Wight, 


1748 


10 


Diedl 


ham. 


Peter T, Smith, 


1762 


SO 


Dismissed 




Nathaniel Stone, 


1798 


6 


Dismissed* 




Asa Lyman, 


1809 6 mo. 


. Dismissed. 




Gardiner Kellogg, 


1811 




, 


Gorham. Solomon Lombard, 


1750 


14 


Dismissed. 




Josiah Thatcher, 


1767 


12 


Disn^issed. 




Caleb Jewett, 


1783 


17 


Died. 




Jeremiah Noyes, 


1803 


3 


Died. 


• 


Asa Rand, 


1809 






Bruns- 


Robert Dunlap, 


1747 


13 


Dismissed. 


wick. 


John Miller, 


1762 


26 


Died. 




Ebenezer. Coffin, 


1794. 


8 


Dismissed^ 




Winthrop Bailey, 


1811 


3 


Dismissed. 


Harps- 


Elisha Eaton, 


1753 


11 


Died. 


well 


Samuel Eaton, 


1764 







Fal- John Wiswall, 1756 8 Dismissed 

snouch. Ebenezer Wi Hams, 1765 34 Died. 
William Miltimoiej 1803 
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nuato^ NaflMt of the Mlnktcn, When Vc«^ ' 

the 'fcwa* wdained. cerved. How retnovcjl*. 

1765 32 Died. 
1799 



West- Thomas Br^^wne, 
brook. Caleb Bradley* 



New- SamuePFoxcrofty 
Gloiic^. Elisha Moseley* 
ter. 

Standisli. John Thompson, 

■■■■■.■ . 

Jonathan Gould, 
Daniel Maret, 

Gray. Samuel Nash,. 
Samuel Perley, 
Daniel Weston, 



Cumber- Rufus Anderson, 
land. Amasa Smith, 
Samuel Ston^ 

Durham. Jacob Herrick^ 



1765 28 pismis^di 
1802 



1768 15 Dismissed. 

1793 1 Died. 
1795 

1.775 , .7 DismUied. 

1784 7 

1808 



r » 



Nathan Gburcfa, 1789 



1794 10 Dismissed. 
1806 14 Dismissed. 
1821 

1796 



Minot 

1st Chh. Jonathan Scott, 

SdCh^ WiUiam Pidgin, 



1796 23 Died. 
1811 8 Dismissed 



•^ 



M AfFfiKBUU 


■ 


MUM of Namei «f tte Miabten. 

Freepott. Alfred JohnsoB» 
Samuel Vensie, 
Reuben Nasodf 
Enos MerriUy 


When YaH 
ordalMd terved. 

1789 ■ le 

1806 2 

isio 6 

1816 


Htfwrtfmoted. 

Dismissed^ 

Died 

Dismissed. 


Otlsfield. Thomas Roby^ 

Josiah G< Merrill, 


ildi u 

1814 


Dismissei(< 



PownaL Perez Chapin, 



18Jil 



eOt^lTTT Of M1ICQL1I* 

New* Alexander Boyd, 1754 4 Dismissed 
Castle. Thurston Whiting, Wf& B BitmiwtA 
Kiah Bayley, 1797 



George* 
town. 


Ezekiel Emerson, 


.1763 


50 


Died. 


Wool- 
wich. 


Josiah Winship, 
Jonathan Adams 


1764 
1817 


• 


- 


Booth* 
bay. 


John Murray, 
John Sawyer, 
Jabez Pond Fisher, 
Isaac Weston, 


1766 
1796 
1809 
1818 


15 

10 

1 


Dismissed 
Dismissed 
Di&missed 



AFPGMDlX. 



f$ 



'Ifanic of 
the Town. 



Htmeofthe Miobten. When Yean 

ordained, served. Hov^removti. 



Bath Francis Winter, 1767 

1st C3ih. Hugh WaUis, 1795 

Asa Lyman, 1806 

John W. EUingwood, 1812 

2dChh. William Jenks, 1805 



19 'Dismissed. 

5 Dismissed. 

2 Dismissed. 

12 Dismissed. 



Bristol. Alexander McLean, 1773 82 Died. 

William Riddel 1796 8 Dismissed. 

Jonathan Belden, 1807 10 Dismissed. 



Wlscas- Thomas Moore, 
set. Alden Bradford, 
Hezekiah Packard, 

Warm. John Urqohart, 
Jonathan Huse, 



1773 18 Dismissed. 
1793 7 Dismissed. 
1802 

1775 8 Dismissed. 
1795 



Topsham. Jonathan Ellis, 1789 20 Dismissed. 



Alna. Jonathan Ward 
Samuel Johnson, 



1796 20 Dismissed. 
1818 



Edge-' Benjamin ChatmaQ, 1801 4 Died, 
comb. Samuel Sewall, 1807 11 Dismissed. 



Dresden. Freeman Parker, 
Union. Henry True, 



1801 

1806 10 Dismissed. 



Camdetu Thomas Cochran, 1805 10 Dismissed. 



ao 



APPENDIX* 



Rameof 
tke Towot. 



Kamc of the Mliiisten. When T#as 

ordained, aerved. How itflMved^ 



Waldo- John R. Cutting, 1807 4 Dismissed, 

borough. DaTid M. Mitchell, 1816 

Thomas- John Lord, 1809 ^ Dismissed, 

ton. John fL Ingraham, 1817 



COUMTY OF HANCOCK. 

Deer Isle. Peter Powers, 
Joseph Brown, 
Sedge- 
wick. Daniel Merrill, 
Penobscot. Jonathan Powers, 

Philip Spaulding, 
Bluehill. Jonathan Fisher, 
Belfast. Ebenezer Price, 

Alfred Johnson, 

Wm. Frothingham, 1819 
Castine. William Mason, 1798 

Bucksport. Mightll Blood, 1 803 

Ellsworth. Peter Nourse, 1812 

Prospect. Christ*! J. La¥^on, 1815 



1785 


14 


Died. 


1809 


'lO 


Died. 


179S 


10 


Dismissed. 


1795 


12 


Died. 


1809 


3 


Dismissed. 


1796 






1796 


6 


Dismissed. 


1805 


8 


Dismissed. 



County of Washington. 
Machias. James Lyon, 178) 13 Died. 

Clark Browne, 1795 2 Dismissed. 

Marshfield Steele, 1800 
Abraham Jackson, 1821 



ftalM of 
'^ Towns* 

ston* 
Lnbec. 



APPENDIX* 



tl 



Kimcpf cheBOnkteft. Wheh Ynri 

ordained tenred. Howrnsoved.' 



m « 



Daniel LoTejoy, 1.818 dm. Dismissed^ 
JonSithan Bigelow, 1821 



COUNTY OF KENN]lBE^fe» 



Winthrop, David Jcwett, 


1782 


1 


Died. 


Jonathan Belden, 


1800 


5 


Dismissed. 


David ThurAon, 


1807 






Aiigusta. Isaac Foster, 


17B6 


2 


Dismi^ sedi 


Daniel Stone^ 


1795 


li 


Dismissedi 


Benjamin Tappan, 


1811 






ilallowdl. Eliphalet Gillet» 


1795 




- 


Winslow. Joshua Cashman, 


1796 


13 


Dismissed* 


Temple. David Smith, 


1810 


9 


Dismissed. 


Rttston. Daniel Kendrick, 


1812 


8 


Dismissed^ ' 


New-Sha* 


* 






roa. Heeekiah Hal]» 


1816 


9 m 


L Dismissed* 


Vassalbo* 






•- 


roagh. . Thomas Adams, 


1818 




■ 


Chesterville. Jotham S^Wall, 


1B20 







^UNTT 0> OXFORBb 

TrjeboTg. William Fessenden, 1765 40 Died. 

Francis L. Whitings 1809 8 Dismissed^^ 

^ttmer. John Strickland, 1784 13 Dismissed* 

Amasa Smith, 18t)4 2 Dismissed. 
^ Allen Greelj, 1810 

8 



SB 



Amjxmx. 



Name of WhM 

the 'nma. Mames of the Maiftcfi, ordained. 

Bethel Daniel Gould, 1799 

Heaiy Sewall, 1819 

Waterford. Lincoln Riplej, 1799 

John A, Douglas, 1821 

AndoTer. John Strickland, 1806 

Brownfidd Jacob Rice, 1806 

Norwaj. NoahCresef, 1809 

Rumford. Samuel R. Hall, 1811 

Daniel Gould, 1815 

Sumner. Samuel Sewall, 1812 

Hebron. Henry Sewall, 1813 

Wdd David Starret, 1821 



10 DisMiMd. 

1 Dismissed. 

^ Dismissed. 



10 I)ismi$sedi 
S Died 



8 Dismissed 



Cqvmi;t of Sqmjbhsbt. 

BbcmiSd^^NaOiaiuel Whit^ff-,17a4 

Jonathan Calef, 1794 

John Cay ford, 1809 

Fifield Holt, 1814 

Norridge- 
wock. Josiah Pett^ 1814. 



5 Dismissed^ 
7 Dismissed 
3 Dismissed^ 



CoUliTY Of -PSNOBSCOT. 

Bangor. Seth Noble, 1788 8 

Jarnies Boyd, 1800 1 

H^prey Loomis,.. 1811 

Bremr. Thomas Williams, 1812 



Dismissed^ 
Dismissed. 



AFPBHDIX. ^ 

I 

Vacant Clmrekes in Ut» 9ewral countie9 at 

iie freieni Hm. 

\ 

York, 7 

Cumberlatud^ « «^ • 4 

Lkcoliifi « • - 8 

* 

Wsisbiagt(M% m ^ 3 

Kennebecihr • «• - 8 

difor^ • ^^ « • 10 



Penobscov 



Total iSI 



Since t&e settlement of the State, tfaere hare been set^ 
tied within its limits 222 Congregational and Presbyte- 
rian Ministers ; of these 55 have died in the work, 96^ 
iiave been dismissed, and 71 still remain. 



No. 7. 

A ta^le shewing the number of Congregational andf 
Presbyterian Ministers iii Mame at the end* of eyerjr 
ten years, frqm, the year 1700. 



Y«an. 



• •• 

r 1 1 1 1 5 ,1 I I I 

1700 1 ao 00 000 01 

1710 s o a 

1720 4 4 

1730 7 8 10 

1740 6 4 G Q 9 O 10 

1750 10 8 ' 18 

1760 11 8 Q O 19 

1770 14 13 4 1 32 

1780 13 14 r 1 yS5, 

1790 15 16 5 1 1 2 1 41 

^800 21 17 10 5 1 4 3 1 1 63 

1810 20 22 15 6 1 4 6 1 O 75 

18.20 16 22 H Ct 1 5 6 2 2 7^ 



:.1£ 



A}^r%*WKi 



9$ 



No.a. 



t^ou ti^M^2l^ 



' An accotint of the ChurcHes and Ministers of tKe 
Calyinistic Baptists in Maniey with the date of thegath* 
crmg of each Chuich, as far as it wdis lnown» and the 
camber of members in the several bodies as repotted 
in their annual minutes for 1820. Arranged in Coon* 
lies* The nalmes of orc&uned ministers are in Roman 
fettezsy those of licentiatM ar« fax italic6»> 





CO<r»TY 0^ YORK. 




inrmcof 
-tftcTown. 

Arundel, 
2d Chh. 


WkXX6t 
the Chh. 

1808^ 


Namei of the Mkilsten; 

JbthamDay^ 


No. of 

membert^ 

21 
21 


SdChh. 
3dCMu 


1768 
180i 

180a 


Joshua Chace, 
If aduQiiel Ldrd^ 
jtliMdt^ Hatch 


130 
14 


Bnzton, 


1798 


Abner Flanders, 


80 


Comishy 


1792 


Timothj Remick, 


6» 


HoUis, 


i807 




43 


Lebanon, 


1801 


Zebedee Delano, 
Samuel Knox, 


87 


Ximerick, 


1796 


JthcrHtu Claris 


5? 



m 



AJPFBNN3L 



Name of 
tht Town. 



Date of 
theChnrch. 



Limingtony 1802 



Lyman, 

Newfielid, 
3dChh. 



1782 



1807 



Naiaet of the Minlrtcn. 

John Seavejy 
Ebenezer P« Kinsman, 

Simon Locky 
Naihamel IMtlefield, 



No. 



parsonsfield, 1796 W<sntworth Lord^ 
Sandford, 1772 Gideon Cook, 



Shapleigh, 1781 
2d Chh. 1785 

South-Berwick, 

Waterborough 1791 
2d Chh. 180^ 



WeUs, 



SdChh. 



1780 



1803 



WillLani Godding^ 
Johfi Chadboume, 

'Ebenezer L. Boyd, 

Henry Smith, 



Joseph Eaton, 
Oliver- Barron, 
Joshua Roberts, 



53 

8$ 

29 
14 

liO 

130 

103 
46 



102^ 
. 18 

65 



CaUNTT OF CUMBERLAlfD. 



Bridgton, 1807 



Brunswick, 1789 



Cape Elizabeth^ 



Reuben Ball 
NUheliu Brayf 

Benjamin Titcomb, 
Shhnuel 0<wen^ 

Noah Hooper,. 



60 



21J 



H 



APPBMDIX. 



•r 



If anie of 
thcTdwm. 



Date of 
tlieChurdi. 



Danyille, 1808 

treeport, 1807 

Harpswelt 1786 

Min«t 1807 

NewGloucester 1 TW 

North. Yar 
mouth, 1797 

Portland, 1801 

Scarborough 



Hame of the MtnlftcM. 

Joseph Roberts, 
Meajmmn TUcomh^jn 
Samuel Marriner, 
George Ricker, 
Robert Low, 

Stephen ChafMn, 
ThoH^ Bi, (Lipley, 



Vo. of 
■icsibera* 

68 

90 
SO 
SG 

125 



COUNTY OF LINC«bM. 



Appletoa, 
Bath, 1810 

Bowdom 1788 

2kid.Chh. 1805 
Bowdoinhara, 1784 

Bristol Gf Mis. 
congus Island. 1792^ 
Camden, 1808 

2d. Chh. 1808 

Friendship Sc 

Gushing, 1800 
Hope 

Jefferson, 1808 

2a. Chh. 1808 

Lewistouj 1792 

jy^boo, 



AlMhar RUhardioni 
Silas Steams, 
Joseph Denslow, 

Danfel Pierson, 
Elihtt Purrington 

Samuiel A. Flaggy 



Will&un AHfen, 
Wdttdm Burhanly 
Benjamin Cole, - 
James Garcelon,. 
Paniel Fierce,^ 



4t 
197 
122 

5* 



SI 

42: 

44 

72 

6^ 

124 

47 

601 



m 




i^P£KB». 




Itaneor 


DaCCtf 




Ktf.ar 


«ic Tomm the Clwicli* 


M«MortlMMiBillefi% 


BMBd>cn» 


SdLChh. 






MF 


Utchfieldi 




• 


ua 


fldLChh. 




William Stinsoa, 


5* 


Ifartinictts^. 


£80» 


, 


S» 


MontrSle, 


180T 


^ Cushmattr 


s» 


SdChlL 


1^819 




3» 


BfountEphratm h90i 




S4 


RoUeborough^nSS^ 


IbrineHas Pifsbury^ 


JP^TT 


lachhi. 




Adoniram Judson,^ 


S4^ 


Palermor 


1«05 


Stq^hen Dexter,: 


4S 


2dCfah. 


1809 




5& 


Stetson, 


1807 


¥ ' 


2a 


iBt. George, 


1789^ 


Benjamin Eames^ 


sf^ 


SdChlu 




' 


87 


Tbomaston, 


1784. 


Elisha Snow^ 


167 


SdChh. 




John Wakefield,, 


SS 


Topsham, 


18ie 


Henry Kendall, 
Winslow Staples^ 


56 


New-CastTe, 






IS 


Union 


i80]f 


Lemuel Rich, 


85 


Wales, 




James Pierce,^ 


44 


Wan CD, 


1800 


Daniel Ricker, 


I2& 


WUtefield, 


1789 


•• 

Joseph Bailey, 


7& 


SdChh. 


1809 




SI- 


Voolwicb> 


1800 


Robert C. Starr, 
Samuel SU&ibH^ 


40 



AKEHBlX^ 



99 



cotTNTr ar hancocx. 



iramcitr 


IWitcV 


r 


No. «e 


file Tows." 


^Cbh. 


Nattiei o(tl^ MioUterik 


iMmboti 


Belfast 


1809^ 


Jotm-Wagg^ 


22* 


Belmont^ 


• 


» 


sa 


BluehiU^ 


hWS 


John Rbahdy, 


17*- 


■ »• 




WUliam Johnsoa^ 




Bockfport and 


■ 




Orland. 


1«09 




2f 


Eden, 


• 


Enocfi Humingt 


62" 


Goldsborottgt 




Jbaepb ChadwicJoi- 


I'*- 


Islesboroughft 


rrel 


./*•-■{ ■ 


4l» 


Knot; 


' .* 


Isaac Hall,. 


5t> 


Motint Desert 


1 


• 


89^ 


Bfonroe 


• 


.."■ ■ ^ 
* ^ : 


17 


Northporty 


MOT 


• 


» 


Prospea:, 


- 


Thomas Merrflli 


J* 


Sedgewick, 

1 


180^ 


Ebenezer Pinkham^ 


22<j: 


Sulliyany 


18iO 


Daniel McMaster, 


4» 


Surry and 








Ellsworth. 


1807 


BenJ^in Lord)^ 


«4 


Three mile 








square, 


. 


t , 


1* 


Trenton^ 


1810 




7* 



Vinalhavo^ 1:804 ' Sannel M^combe^ 



18» 



«v 




▲FFBliDIX. 






COVMTT or WASHIVQTOH** 




Kame of 


Dttttf 


- 


lit.^ 


tht TOws* 


Hit Chnrdu IVmmm tf the MlAMertb 


•I 


Xastportf 


' 


Benjamin BQck, 


90 


Machiasy 




% 


48 


Steuben^ 


1805 


Nachaaid Robmsoar 


82 


SdCbh. 


1806: 


■ • 


«» 




COUMTT •r XBKHBBICK* 




Belgrade, 


1806 


EliM Tayfer, 


<5 


Chestenrillc^ 


• 


V 


sa 


China, 




tsaac 8. Smitbr 

4 f 


70 


CUnton, 




Mephibosheth Cai^, 


% 


Farmingtoiv 






50 


Fayette^ 




Jesse Martiir, 
OKver Billings 


Ml 


Freedom^ 




TIfsdJeiu BasUyf. 


fift 


Gardiner, 




Levi Youngs 


5t 


SdChh. 






15 


Greene^ 


1809 


John Daggett,. 


l!2 


. 




Riuten CurtUp. 




HallowelV 


1805 




64> 


Harlem, 




1 


d^ 


fdChh. 




Jabez Lewis,. 


9t 


Leeds,, 




Thomas Franciis, 


W 


•■ 




MarHn Leonard^ 




Malta^ 






19 


2d Chh. 




• 


S$ 


Monmouth, 


1810 




2& 



♦ The accounu •! the Churchct cait sf the Peaobie«t are Ut the j^ 





APPEKDIX. 


m 


^siiL 


tbeChli. 


IfameortlKMliilrtira^ 




MouQt-VeraoBf 




7» 


1 ■ 

New-Sharoiiy 


isot 


SflvatlVS Bo^^'dji^lli 


58, 


Seadfidd, 


1792 


:^fali HoaghtcMBi 
Is^ac Case» 


^. 


\ 




Samuel Fogg^ 




Sidneys 


1791 


Asa¥aibar, 


51 


SdChh. 


1806 




51 


Vassalborcmgh 1788 




4A 


^fhh. 


1808 


Coker Matble^ 


ST 


Wftenrille^ 




Jeremiah Chaplint 


4»y 






Avery Briggs, 






COVKTY OF OZFOaO. 




B^HlieU 


1795 


Daniel MasoOf 


U) 


^qckfiddt 


1791 


Natkanid Ckace, 


9S: 


SAChh. 


1802 




4fli; 


l^enmarl^ 


1804 


Tristn^ Jocdai^ 


»i 


Diffidd, 




Nathan Mayhewy 


9» 


I^artfordt 


1810 


Danid Htttchinson> 


90 


fib^on. 


1791 


John Trippt 
Sbubael Tri^ 


IW: 


Jf^psrsoo, 


1790. 




» 


Lancaster, 




■ 


18 


Urermoret 


179S 


JohaHaynes, 


ISA 


Sd,Chh. 


1811 


Ransom Noitoii> 


S« 


9dCi)h. 




Thomas Wjman^ 
EUas Ndson, 


9S 


Norv^f. 






96 

• 


Paris. 


1791 


iJames Hooper, 


137 



«B 


APFEKBIX. 

■ ■ • . . t 






Vkmt of DAte of 


1 


Ho.jif 


^ht Town* the Clih. 


Vametof thcMfllimi: 


oMia&befk 


Planudon No. 1. 




15 


Planution No. S. 


* 


21 


Samner. 1804 


Joseph Palmer^ 


55 


Waterford. 


MigblU Jewettf 


12 


i^y. 1799 


.Joseph liilacoinber^ 


lot 



COUNTY OF SOMIRSSV* 



Aasoa* 




. 


18 


Athens. 




% 


\k 


BloomfieliL 




Jonathan Steward^ 
Robert Cobum 


€1 


Canaan. 


1795 


' 


33 


2dChh. 






18 


Cornville. 


1801 


k 


^2 


Harmony. 


1801 


Bexijamia Btsbee, 


43 


Industry. 






52 


Moscow. 




• 


SI 


NorridgewocL 




12 


Ndrth-htlL 




• • 


24 


Palmyra. 




Joseph Blasde!, 


44 


Parkmaa* 




Zenas HaU» 


SO 


PhiUips. 




• 


10 


6trx)ng. 






12 



u . 



■ ■ J.'' 



■/ 


APPENDIX. 

COUNTY OF PSSOBSCOT. 


«3 


name of 
the Towns. 

Bangor. 
Brooksville. 


Date of 
the Clih. 


Names of tte Ministers, 

Amos Allen, 
Lemuel Norton^ 
Noah Norton, Jr. 


No. of 
iMro befit 

20 
76 


SdChh. 




Edward Carter, 


Sfr 


1 

Carmel. 






18 


Charleston, 


1810 


Henry Hale,- 


€7 


Dixmont. 


1810 




34 


Frankfort. 


1808 




40 


Gailford. 




Thomas Macomher, 


38 


Hampden. 


1809 


Otis Bnggs, 


56 



N. B. A list of Churches is preserved in Mr. Beno 
diets History of the Baptists. Several are there named 
which are not reported in the annual minutes at this day. 
They have probably either changed their name,ornnit^ 
ed with some others, or have become ej&tinct« 



4» -. 



-■{.-■ 



r*'. 






-"■'■''■ 



1, ^^j • 



i' 



.--•-*•■• 



.?' i. 



ABPEKDIX , 

No, lb. 

FROM PAGB 274* 



It has (Msep asserted tli9t in New-England there are set 
.feast tiz hundred Charches in the Freewill Baptist con- 
nenenit - The truth of this is unknown. The fbilowmg 
Tablo exhibits the date of the gathering of all that could 

>e. obtained The dates are selected IromSlderBuzaell's 

' »■ ■ - ■ 

Magaabe. 



MM^ortte 



Pate of the 

Church. 



^iji 






r. C. 









.■» 






I ■ f 



Kew.Durbani, N. H. 1780 

JSdgcoiiibt ^ 1^81 

Georgetown* 1784 

tittle Riv^r, 1781 

lfew^l6ucester> 1781 

Pfkrsonsfieldi 1781 

PJilipsburg, 1781 

Woolwich, 1781 

Gorham, 1785 

Bristol, 1788 

Barnngton, N. H. 1 791 

Middletpn, N. H. 1791 

Pittsfidd, N. H. 1791 

Raymond, N. H. 1791 

Waterborough, ^ J 791 

Farmington, 1793 

Gilmanton, N. H. 1794r 

Strafford, Vt. 1794 

Canterburyj N. H. 1795 

Lebanon, 1795 

JJmingiotif 1798 
2d in Gilmanton,N.H. 1799 

Berwick and Kiiterjr, 1 799 

Bridgewater, N. H. 1800 

Bradford, Vt - 1800 



. Mameoftbe 
Town, 

3d inGilnianton,N. 
Hardwickr ^t. 
Meredith, N.H. 
NewXIastle, N. Hi 
New-Hampton, N. 
New-Portland, 
Thornton, 
Shapleighy 
Brookfield,N. H.. 
Deeifield, N. H. 
Knox, 

Wa*.hingt<.>n, Vt. 
New-Gloucester,* 
Squam Island, 
! Wilderness, N. H. 
Winthrop, 
Ashby, Vt. 
Chebacco, Mass. 
Wear, 
Wiscasset, 
York, 

Durand, N. H. 
Dizmont, 
Palermo, 



SsteoTtlir 
Church. 

H. 180Q 
1800 
1800 
1800 

H«]800 
1800 
1800 
1801 
1805 
1802 
1809 
1802 
1803 
1803 
1803 
1804 
18C6 
1806 
1806 
1806 
1806 
1807 
1809 
1812 



'*Tbcimafr.Chh. hi|h|l tMTA'icaiAiM^VQlhi i799> 



ir-' 



APPENDIX. *y 

No. ii: 

rtiov( PAGft 2*79. 

The following is a copy of Mr. Wesley's letter to the^ 
American Methodists, on the subject of ordination, and 
their regular establishment as a Church. 

Bristol, September 10. 1784. 

To Dr. Cokei Mr. Asbury, and onr brethren in North 
America. 

**1 By a very uncommon train of providences, ma- 
ny of the provinces of North America are totally dis- 
joined from the British Empire, and erected into Inde-- 
pendent States, the English goveinment has no autlio«- 
rity over them" either civil or ecclesiastical, any more 
than over the States of Holland. A civil authority is 
exercised over them, partly by the Congress, partly by 
tlie State as^tnblies. But no one either exercises or 
claims any ecclesiastical authority at all. In this pecut 
liar situation some thousands of the inhabitants of these 
States, desire my advice : and in compliance with their 
desiie, I have drawn up a little sketch '^ 

•*2. Lord King's account of the primitive Church 

convinced me many years ago, that bishops and pres* 

byters are the same order, and consequently have the 

iMime right to ordain. For many years I have been im-^ 

portuned from time to time, to exercise this right, by 

#rdaining part of om* travelling preachers. But I have 

ftill reused not only for peace sake, but because I wali^ 

Atermined^ jas little as poffible to violate th^ eftabUshei 

«Mer ^tlKB iiational ditLrcfi^to-whitH^ I belongeds 

4« 



t- 
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^.'■■: 



V 



^ S. Bat the caie is widdj dlffitrent bebi^eeii England 

\ and North America. Here there are bishops who have 

^^t'4ile|^jiirisdictioii. In America there are none, and 

'^r^r' 'bnt few parish Ministe^ So that for some hundred 

siiles togediertfaere are none either to baptize, or ad' 

^ /'^'aotntster the Lord's supper. Here therefore my scm- 

t^ .pies are 8tt augend": and I conceive my self at fall libertyr 

v.- as I violate noorder» and invade no man's right, by 

''^- appointing and sending la|>oarers into the hai vest. 

^4. 1 have accordingly appointed Dr. Coke and Mn 

Francis Asbury, to be joint superintendants, over oar 

' brethren in North America. As also Richard What* 

,:.' ^ coaty and Thomas Vasey, to act as elders among them^ 



£ ' ■■ * . 



^■ 



by baptizing and administering the Lord's Supper. 

**5< if any one will point out a more rational and ' 
Scriptural way of feeding and guiding those poor 
sheep in the wilderness, I will gladly embrace it. At 
present I cannot see any better method than thai I have 
taken. 

« 6« It has indeed been proposed, to desire the English 
Bishops to ordain part of our preachers for America* 
But to this I object. 1. I desired the Bishop of Lon* 
don to ordain one only ; but could not prevail. 2. If 
they consented,' we know the slowness of their proceed- 
ings ; but the matter admits of no delay. 3. tf they 
would ordsun them now, they would likewise expect tt 
govern th^n. " And how grievously «70ttld this entan- 
gle us ? 4i» As our American brethren are now totally 
disentangled both from the State, and from the English 
hierarchy i we dare not entangle them again, either with 
the one or the other. They are iiow at &U liberty, sii»^ 
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plj to follow the scriptures and the primidve ChorcL 
And we judge it beiit that they should stand fast in that * 
liberty, wherewith God has so strangely made them • 

Jqhh Wiilexc 
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Total, In Portlaxid District, Travelling Preachers la 

Local Preachers, 40 
In Kennebeck Diitrkt, Travelling Preachers, 10 

Leca}. Preachers, 27 

, In Penobscot District Trarelling Ptwichcvs» 0^ 

I^al Pteachers, 6 
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The folbwing is the total amount of members in 
America as returned at the anniTal conferenoes in IB20* 
Ohio Conference, SS05S. Missouri, 5523. Tennessee, 
23 164. Mississippi, 26^1. Soutb-Carolii^, S2969. 
Virginia, 2S756. Baltimore, S3289. Philadelphia^ 
^ S485h New-York, 28456. New-England, 17739. G(en. 
essee, 23947. Grand total 256881, of which S8753 are* 
Blacks. Travelling Preachers in the U. S. 904. 

In the yqar 1809, when Elder Jesse Lee published s^ 
•" Short Hktory of the Methodists,** there had then been 
admitted into full connexion as travelling Preachers 
from the year 1 769 to 1 806, 988 persons* Of these 
j8 who came from Engljmd returned there after a (vw 
years, 85 died in the work, 17 had bieen expelled, 2ft 
had left the connexion m good standing, 533 had locat- 
ed themselves after a period of travelling, and the re- 
mainder were then living in the travelling connexion. 
At the same time S51 peisons had been received a« 
probationary preachiers, o£ whom 1 1 had died in the 
;^eryice, 3 had been expelled, one had left the connexion^ 
tmd tbe others then remained on trial. 

Hist Methodists, Chap. 12^ 
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FROM PAGE ^9Sii 


Names of the ordained Elders 


.in connexion with the 


ChristiaA Chuxthe^ in 


Maine. 


^ 


Name*, 


r 


Residence* 


Maik Fernald, 


• 


Kittery. 


Samuel Rand| 


. 


Portland. 


Joseph Smith . 




South-Berwick*. 


Jedediah Gbodwi*^ 




do. 


Josiah Bradley, 




Vienna. 


1 

Jonathan Bradley^^ 




do. 


Peter Mores, 




do. 


Joseph Merrill^ 




Canaan* 


'I'homas Lewi8» 




Clinton. 


John Robinson, 




Cornville^ 


John York, 




Newport, 


William Knowles^ 




Harmony. 


Jedediah B. Prescott, 


^* 


Monmouth^ 


Henry Frost, 


• 


do. 


James Crosby, 


■ 


Fairfaz,now Fredonis^^ 


Theodore Harding^. 




Joy. 


Jeremiah Bean, 




Wikon. 


Ebeaezer Hamli% 




Knox. 
Leeds* 



r 
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Under the care of the aforesnid Elders, are the^ 
Churches in the Towns whtre they ^yeralty residci afr 
also the Churches in,the Towns df.Mountyemony Pal- 
myra, Exeter, North-Hill, Athens, Warsaw, Madis(Hi 
a|id "Eastport; making m all twenty-three Churches^ 
and 16 cirduned Elders. 

, Churches of this denomination have been gathered in 
other States. In 1821 their niimbers were as follows^ 



tute». 


0.44iiie(i%Ider«^\ 


k6. ofdrarchcs. 


KewJTampshire, 

• 


13 


■ -' 1-5 ■■ 


Massachusetts^ 


1 ^ 

n 


■ ■ . - 1 

J . 1 :. 


Vermont, 


29 


S7. 

1 


Rhode-Island, 


3 




Connecticut 


' 7 


9^ 


New-York,. 


- 47 . 


unknown^ 


New-Jerseys 


t 





Pennsylvania^ 


4. 


•6. 


Virginia^, 


. 9 


<^ 


Ohio, ^ 


2 


tmknown 



122 



95 



k*i 



I * -• 



GENERAL INAEX 






jftcadie. Psijre a 

Ags^menticusy Plantation of' 9 

Allen Rey. Benjamin^ 39" 

AHindel^ ^ 

Anderson Rev. Rofus, 72^ 

Adams, Rev. Jonath^>^ 8£ 

Alfred, jOg 

Adams, RcT. John» ^ 11 5^ 

Atkinson, Rer. JonatB^COft 1 15" 



151 

Axidover, IBB^ 

Albanf, 19^ 

August^ '^ ■• jjg- 

Adams, R^v. Thomas^ * SM 

Ahson^ 214 

Burdet, ' 9 

Btigfgs, Rer. Isaad, 14^ 

Buss, Dr. John, 20 

Burroughs, Rev. Geor|to^ . ^ SO' 

Berwick, S6 

Briggs, Rev. William^ SO 



■• . At miBts. 


- 


Brownei Rer. Thoinas», 


v 


• •*(; 


Bradley, Rer. Cakb» 


- 


«i> 


Bteman^ Rev. N. S. S. 




■ » 


Bntrage Rer. Willianv 


■• . ' 


■■ " 4*' 


Wddeford^ 




• 5i: 


Bootl^ Robert^ 


. V . ■ >-. 


.... ^ • 


Brooks, Rev. £dward». 




•' -• •". -est 


Brown, Rev. Francis, 




...:.. 61 


1 * 

Buter, Rev. Mr. 




7*: 


Boyd, Rev. Alexander,. 




77, lot 


Bath, 


• 


88- 


Brunswick, 


■ 


9S 


Bailey, Rev. Winthrop^v 




97 


Bayley, Rev. Kiah, 




107 


Buxton, 




108 


Brown, Rev. Joseph^, 




112,116 


Boyd, Rev. James^,, 


- 


162,219 


Bridgeton, . 




126 


Boothbay, 




13% 


Bristol, 




146 


Bradford, Rev. Aldei^. 




150 


Bluehill, 




156 


Brown Rev. Joseph, 




159 


Backsport, 

• 




165 


Blood, Rev. MigUBy. 


•• 


165 



AvraiKwatf 6S 

Bethel, 18T 

Brownfield, 192 
Beldeoi Rot. Jonadiai^ 1^ 196 

Brown, Rev. Oark, Wf 

Bigelow, Rev. Andrew, SOft 

Bigelow, R^. Jonathans, ^09 

Blooinfidd, SIO 

Bingham» . 21& 

Bangor, Sid 

Brewer, §19 

Brownville, * 230 

Bsuley, Rev. Jacobn SSJt 

Baptists, €alvmistic, 139^ 

Baptists, Freewill, S7a 

Chandler, Rev. ^amueK 1^- 

Chandler, Rev. SamueU ?£ 

Chace, Rev. Josiah, SS> 

dark, Rev. Ephraim, 31* 

Cape Elizabeth, 39> 

Campbell, Rev. Hugh, 4S> 

Chadwick, Rev. Benjamiir,. $0f 

Cogswell, Rev. Jonathan^ tfij^ 

Cap^ Porpus, 59* 

Quitter, Rev. Amnu tL^ ^ 



9m JutfiSNont^ 




Guniii Rev. Joseph W. 


98 


CommingSf Rev. Aia» 


m 


Comberlandi town of^ 


1:1 


Qbapiiiy Rev. Perez, 


. 7» 

• ■ 


CAejt Rev. Noah, 


7^L$Nr 


Coffioy Rev. Ehenezeri 




Coffin, Rev. Paul, 


• >i<4 


CUef, Rev. Jonathaib 


1X6^ aiK 


Conwall, Mr. Wait, 


ii» 


Crosby, Mr. Otis, 


121 


Chnrch, Rev. Nathan, 


1^ 


Chatman, Rev. Benjamii^ 


1^ 


Castine, 


15^ 16% 


Chesterville, 


196 

• 


Cushman, Rev. Joshua, 


201 


Gamden, 


ITS 


Cochran, Rev. Thomas,. 


n& 


Cutting, Rev. John R. 


lis 


Canaan, 


210 


Cayford, Rev. John, 


212 


Catholics, 


233 


Cailleaux, Rev. Stephen, 


235 


Cheveius, Rt. Rev. John> 


236 


Churchman John, 


254 


Christiau Societj^, 


29& 



fefeWotte, '7 

l>iimmer» Rev. Shubael^ < j> 

Dow, Rev. Moses, 1-3 

Deane, Rev. Samuel, SS 

bunstan, ^ 

|>atton. Rev. Joho, , f 2 

Ihoilap, Rev. Robert* 94 

Donglas, Rev. NathaiA^ .112 

Dane, Rev. John> i 15, 122 

Durham, .129 

• « 

Dresden, 151 

t • ■ . 

Deer-Isle^ 158 

Jjixfield, . 192 

Dennysville, 207 

.Dixmont, ^ 220 

JBiherson, Rev. Joseph> 20 

•fiinery. Rev. Samuel^ ^^ 

.Eliot, 52 

jilvins. Rev. Richard, 49 

J&veleth, Rev. John, 53 

,JEaton, Rev. Elisha, ^ ^ "69 

.Eaton, Rev. iSamuel, 69 

-Emerson, Rev. EzekieH ^^ 

•EUingwood, Rev, J, W- «5 
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£llisi Rev. Joiuthan» ^ 

Saittnany ReT. Edmun^t 114 

Edgecomby 151 

Eaton, Mr. Ebenezeiv 164 

EUiworthst 1^ 

Eastpoit, B09 ^ 

Episcopalian^ 22S 

Eaton, R^. Joseph, '24S- 

Fayrweather, Ret. ^anm^ 21 

TletcherjReT.NatKtft- ^ 

Foster, Rey. Jaoo^ 89^ 
Pisk, Mr* . yH 

Falmouth. 85 

Fait^eld, Rev. Johot I^Ci 

Fessenden, Rev. J. P. 68 

Fieeport, >fO 

• 

Freeman, Rev. Charles^ US 

Foxcroft, Rev. Samuel, Ug 

Fisher, Rev. Jabez P. i^i. 

Fisher, Rev. Jonathan, 157' 

Frothingham, Rev. Wjr* 169 

Fryeburg. 177 

Fessenden, Rev. Wmr 177 

Farmingtoni 196" 
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IPantcTt Rev, Isaac, 


.19* 


Fairfax, or Fredonia, ^ 


20C 


Freeman, 


216 


Fairfidd, 




Friends, 


Sifi 


Genres, Sit Ferdinandc^ 


- 8 


Gofget, Thomas, 


« 


Go^giana, City of, 


B 


Greene, Rev. Percival, -*-. 


m 


Gri^g, Rev. William, 


40 


Ottrnan, Rev. Tristram^ ^'. 


-65 


Om^^iiXjoiwci^ 


.■■ .74 


Gprham, 


89 


Geijld, Rev. Jonathan, , ^..: . 


124 


Gray, 


12S 


Gff«6ly, Rev. Allen, 

• 


186 


G«i«Vi> Rev. Daniel, 


187, 191 


Giltad» 


.i9S 


GiDet, Rev.Eliphalet, .^ .. 


198 


Gerry, or Malta, 


■ 905 


G«ri;Mid, 't 


220 

« 


O^rdinei^town of. 


927 


GmSner, Doctor Sylvester^ 


«87 . 


Hubbard, Rev. Jeremiah, 


• 


Hemmenway, Rev. Mose% 

6 


£2 

• 
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Hartwell, Rer. Jonas, ' r^ 

Hilliard, Rev. Joseph, ^ ?# 

Henry, Rev, Hugh, ^ 
Hovey, Rev. Jphn, - .*? 
ttarpswell, * . . t^* 
Hasey, Rev. Isaac, , .^ . }^ 

Herrick, Rev. Jacob, * . , ^ ^^ 

Hancock, county of, ^^ 

Httse, Rev. Jonathan, H* 
Hebron, . ^^ 

Hall, Rev. Saitauel R. ^2* 

Hallowell, .^^ 

HaU, Rev. Hezekiah^ . ^ 

Holt, Rev. Fifield, . 212 

Hampden, ^^ 

Hilliard, Rev. Timothy, 226 

Hooper, Rev: William, ^^ 

Ihtfcrior of York County, ^0^ 

do. of Cumberland County* W? 

Ingraharo, Rev. John H, *^ 
Industry, 

Jeflferd*, Rev. Samuel, 
Johnson, Rev. Alfred, ^^^ 

Jenks, ftev. William, ' '** 

Jewettj Rev. Cileb, 



214 
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J^wetty Rev. Pm\, 


109 


Jotinton» Rev. Samuoti 


151 


Jewett, Ret. DaVuH 


195 


Kennebutik, 

• 


SS3 


, ■ 


9 


Ktlloggi Rer. Elijahj^ 


42 


Kennebunk-portt 


eo 


Kellogg, Rer. Gardin«v 


88 


• 

Kennebecky Countj ^of» 


194 


Kendrick) Re^ Daoie^ 


SOS 




Sl'6 


Jsjimn, Rev. Isaac, 


ri 


^X^mkton, Rev. Samuels 


.14 


little^ Rev. Daniel 


SS 


• 

, Xord, Gen. John, 




29 


« Litchfield, Rev. Joseph^ .• 


S3 


: X^ancaster, Rev. Thomaf,, 


48 


luring, - Rev. NicholaS| 

• 


64 


. Ljman, Kev. Asa, 


8^88 


. Juombard, Rev. Solomosi 


89 


, Loring, Rev« Levi;^ 


108 


; XiCbanon, 


K)8 


Xknington, 


1I» 


Ijknericki 


114 
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••' IW 


Litchfield, 


^M 


Lawton, Rev. C. J. 


IW 


liordy Rev. John, 


178 

• 


Lovell, 


im 


iMrepjt Rev. Daniel» 


so%^ 


Lyon, Rev. Jamesy 


9W 


Lubec, 


• 


• 

Loomisy Rev. Harve]^ 


. -air 


Jjord, Rev. Nathaniel, 


- •:•-■ .*■ . • 9tt' 


Lntheransy 


• 


Lee, Rev. Jesse, 


■ '\>J -.-r ^~ 


Maine, original limits of. 


■■■*•• 


Moody, Rev. Samael, 


Iff 


Messenger, Rev« RoseweO^ 


1* 


Moody, Rev. Joseph, 


1« 


Martin, Rev. Richard, 


flO 


Merrill, Rev. Stephen, 


S|! 


Morse, Rev. John, 


.■■■■^'- 


Merriam, Rev« Mathew, 


M'- 


Milcimore, Rev. William, 


«•' 


Murdock, Rev. Thomas J. 


■ «■'- 


Man ill, Rev. Moses, 

• 


ST 


Moody, Rev. Silas, 


.• S ..«!•> 


Merrill, Rev. £nos> 


71 



McClaiietlian, Rev. William, 75 

Mprton, Rer. James, ?&> 
Miller, Rev. Jobn, .95 

Mbselej, Rev, £lisha» 123 

Ma>et, Rev. Daniel, ^2i 

Bfinotr 126^ 

nfATill, Rev. Josiah G, ^ 1 SO 

Mm^y, Rev. John, 1S5 

MeL^an, Rev^ Alexander^ ' 14fS 

Moore, Rev^ Thomas, 150 

Manrill, Rev. Danid, WO* 

BfinSn, Rev. William^ VS9 

-Momnt Desert, Mt 

Mitchell, Rev- David Mir . 176^ 

Malta, or Gerrjj 205 

Mftchias, 206 

Mimson FlantatioA,. fl6^ 

Mctbodist% 275 

Mewmarch, Rev. Johni 29' - 

Hithols, Rev. Ichabo4, S8 

Kew-Casco^ 40 ' 

North-Yarmouth^ 6S^ 

Nason, Rev. Renben^ 71' - 

I9t0j98| Rev* Jeremiah^ dOt^ -■ 
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New-Castle, 


MJ9 


Newfield, / 


:H^ 


New-Gloucester, 

• 


nr 


Nash, Rev, Samuel, 


125 


Nourse, Rev. Peter,. 


166 


Norway, 


190' 


• 

New-Sharon, 


908^ 


Norridgewock, 


" 812 


Noble, Rev. Seth, 


^S 


Olipkant, Rev. Davic^ 


23 


Otisfield, 

■ 


130 


Oxford, County of. 


177 


Oxnard, Mr. Thomasv 


2% 


Olney, Rev. Gideon, 


230 


Payne, Rev. Robert, 


20 


Pipon, Rev. Joho, ' 


53 


Fiscataqua, plantation of 

• 


26 


Peppeiell, Sir William, ^ 


29 


Portland, 


38 


• 

Payson, Rev. Edwasd, 


43 

• 


Pierce, Rev. Thomas, 


4& 


Prentice, Rev. Thomas, 


SO 


Faysony Rev. George, 


61 


PoVnsl, 


7$ 


Farsonsfie^d, 


114 


Perlejy Rev. Sixuad) 


MS . 
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7» 


« 1 

Ptdgin« Rer. WiUiam, 


129 


Pemaqaid, 

* ' - . 


liff 


Pownalborough, 


150 


• 

Packard, Rev. Hezekiaht 


ISO 


Parker, Rev, Freeman, 


ISI' 


Powers, Rev. Peter, 


158f 


Penobscot, town of. 


160 


• 

Powers, Rev. Jonathan, 


16a . 


Price, Rev. Ebenezer, 


167 


Prospect, 


i7a 


Patis, 


19S 


Pittston, 


208 


Peet, Rev. Josiah, 


21 4r 


« 

Penobscot, Oountj ofc 


21S 


• 

Penobscot Indians, #. 

* * 


235 


.Presbyterians, 


264 


Quakers, 


245 


Rishworth, Edward, 


10 

■ 


Richardson, Rev. Gideo% ^ ' 


22 


Rogers, Rev. John, 


82 


1 

Rand, Rev. Asa, •.>. 


: 91 


Rolfe, Rev. Benjamin, 


141 


. Roby, Rev. Thomas, j. 


129 


Raymond, 

« * "^ 


131 


Riddel, Rev. WiUiam, 


149 


* 

Wpley, Rer. LSncoto, /. = - - 


tT f -i 



Riunfbrdt 'Htlt 

^ice/ Rev. Jacob, 19Sr 

Eatherford, Rer. Robert^. L7S 

Ri>bbinstoii, SOT 

Roman CatholicSf 2SS; 

Ralki Father Sebasdaxv 233 

Romagni, ReT< James R;. - 235: 

Rjan, Rev« Diennis, S36i 

Randely Rev^ Benjamiorr 270; 

Scodandy parish of, !& 

Suvensy Rev% Benjamiiiy^ 3Q 

Spring, Rer. AlpheuSf d^ 

Smith, Rer. Thomas, 86 

Sawyer, Rer. Benjamla,^, 40* 

Scarborough, 44? 

SacOf 5i<. 
Smithy RcT. Amasa^. 72, 184. 

Stone, Rev. Samuel,. 72. 

Smith, Rev- P. T^ &7. 

Stone, Rev. Nathaniel;. 83 

Sandford, lOa 

Sweat, Rev. Mosea^.. 109 

Shapleigh,. W5. 

Standish, i23: 

Scott, Rev. Jonathaa, . 1^ 

Sawrer, Rer.Jokai,. 11^' 
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ifesWall, Rev. Samuel, 


• 


Sedgewicky 


' ' ■■ ; 139 


Spaulding, Rev. Philip^ 


im 


SuUtvan, 


ite 


StHckland, Rer. John, 


• 1S0,IS9 


Sewally Rev. Henry, 


1S7,W 


Suitnner, 


189 


Sewally Rev. Samuel, 


•;''=■ m 


Sweden, * ' 




Stone, Rev. Daniel, 


i^ 


Sewall, Rev. Jotham, <^- 


io(t 


Smith, Rev. David, 


«» 


St^le, Rev. Marshfield» 


40t 


Somerset, County of, ^ 


«10 


Starks, 


S14 


Solon, 


2ti 


Strong, 


■'■''' " im 


Screven, Rev. William, 


■•■• '■ ■ 2Sft ■ 


Startean, Rev. John, 


262 


Thompson, Rev. John, 


">■*■' 28,129 


Thompson, Rev. William, 


it 


Tiltom Rev. Nathan, 


■'■■■■■■ ■ 50 ■ 


Titfiidr, Rev. John, 


59, 11 1 


Towniihend, Rc^v. Mr. 


• 89 


Thatclier, Rev. Josiab* 


.••■■■' '- •■■ -■'■ 90 


To^am, 


■,!ty<'.. .-rlk. ■^'^•*^ 
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Tqrnery town of» 


m 


Thurston, Rer. Davidi 


im 


Tsippsuii Re7. Benjiunin, 


198 


Troe» Rer. Henzy, 


174 


Thomastoni, 


17« 


Tmpk, 

• 


909 


Ten Broecki Rev. F. Sk 


996 


Unitjrs parish of» 


2« 


Vegzie, ReT. SsunneU 


70 


Urqnhart, Rier. JohsiL 


.M% 171 


Union, 


I7« 


Unity, town o£ 

■ 


208 


Vassalborouglv 


904 


WeUs, 


15 


Wheelwright, Rev. Joh^ 


15 


White, Rer. Benjaxniiv 


22 
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